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Welcome to Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church 

December 4th, 2022  
Second Sunday of Advent  

 
At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls 
us to repent and make a new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn 
toward the approaching light of Christ. For Christians he is the root of 
Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and meek 
of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with 
the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s 
table we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ 
the kingdom of God has come near.. 

 
Welcome: Welcome to Lord of Life Lutheran Church. This is a safe space to bring your whole 
self. If there are ways we can make participation in worship easier for you, we will do our best to 
accommodate.  
 
Worship: Masks: DuPage County community level is Medium. Since we are at the medium 
level, masks are optional in our building.  
Communion: All are welcome to share in Holy Communion. Individual packets available near 
the entrance to the worship center.  
Passing of the Peace: It is ok to greet those sitting near you. Please remember people have 
different levels of personal space which may vary from day to day and situation to situation. 
You can be respectful by asking, “May I hug you?” or “Would you like a handshake.”   
Physical Distancing: It is still important to be aware of distancing. Pews along the sides of the 
church near the stained-glass windows are for people who want space; please space yourselves 
accordingly.  
Less touch: The offering plate is located near the entrance of the worship center. 
 
For those worshiping from home: Find a peaceful place to pray, perhaps a table. You will need 
your communion packet, this service folder, and if your phone is convenient, you can use it to 
pass the peace. Lighting a candle hallows your worship place. We distribute packets of pre-
consecrated bread and wine (gluten free option is available) for those who call the church office. 
We are here for you! 
 
Children Welcome: Kids of all ages are welcome in service, and we celebrate their joyful 
wiggles and giggles! There are kids bags in the back of the sanctuary.  
 
Information, service & liturgy instructions are shown in italic or bold italic type on the 
following pages. 
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the leaders are shown in plain type. 
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the assembly are shown in bold type. 
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PRELUDE 
 
Gathering 
 
The assembly stands as they are able. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed be God’s name forever. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 
Let us confront our sins, 
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
 
God of new beginnings, 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 
We have strayed from your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace. 
We dishonor one another and your creation. 
Purify us with your refining fire 
and set us again on your way of love, 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
and welcome your coming among us. 
Amen. 
 
People of God, 
a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 
You have put on ☩ Christ, 
and your sins have been washed away. 
Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN        O Come, O Come, Emmanuel       Hymn 257 
 
 Verses 1, 4-5 
 

 
 

GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
and also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his 
coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Assembly is seated  
 
YOUNG AT HEART SERMON                        Pastor Adam Dowd 
 

BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to bring forth a shoot from 
the stump of Jesse who will bring justice to the poor, who will deliver the 
needy and crush the oppressor, who will stand as a signal of hope for all 
people. 
As we light these candles, turn our wills to bear the fruit of repentance, 
transform our hearts to live in justice and harmony with one another, and 
fix our eyes on the root of Jesse, Jesus Christ, the hope of all nations. 
 
O people of hope, come, 
let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord. Amen. 
 
Word 
 
First Reading:  Isaiah 11:1-10 
 
Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew 
David’s royal line (the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this 
ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to 
harmony and peaceful coexistence. 
 
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
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  or decide by what his ears hear; 
 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 
 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
  and a little child shall lead them. 
 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
  their young shall lie down together; 
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
 9They will not hurt or destroy 
  on all my holy mountain; 
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
  as the waters cover the sea. 
 
 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the 
nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
 
 1Give the king your justice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
 2that he may rule your people righteously 
  and the poor with justice; 
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 3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
  and the hills, in righteousness. 
 4Let him defend the needy among the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.   
 5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
  from one generation to another. 
 6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
  like showers that water the earth. 
 7In his time may the righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
 18Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel; 
  you alone do wondrous deeds! 
 19And blessed be your glorious name forever, 
  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen.   
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Second Reading:   Romans 15:4-13 
 
God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed 
people has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by 
welcoming and encouraging each other just as Christ has welcomed them 
into God’s family. 
 

4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so 
that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might 
have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to 
live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that 
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for 
the glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the 
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circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm 
the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might 
glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
  and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says, 
 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again, 
 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says, 
 “The root of Jesse shall come, 
  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 
 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 

                               Praise God, Whom All Blessings Flow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE GOSPEL READING:  Matthew 3:1-12 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the Third chapter. 
 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is 
the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his 
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of 
Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the 
Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 
 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, 
he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say 
to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is 
able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax 
is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is 
in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat 
into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
All are seated. 
 
SERMON            Pastor Adam Dowd 
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HYNM OF THE DAY    On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry    ELW 249 

 
 
Response to the Word   
 
The assembly stands as they are able. 
 
THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
With the whole Church, let us confess our faith using the words of the 
Apostle’s Creed: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
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he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

All are seated. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world 
that yearns for new hope. 
 
God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn writers 
and theologians. Inspire teachers, writers, and musicians to delight and 
instruct your people. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and destruction 
will be no more. Teach us to be stewards of the earth and companions to 
its creatures. Restore to balance and wholeness what human greed has 
harmed. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up leaders 
who will govern with equity and serve the common good. Guide judges, 
lawmakers, and public officials to protect the rights of those who cannot 
advocate for themselves. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of any 
who are exploited or abused, especially children, elders, and victims of 
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human trafficking. Provide safety and help to our neighbors without 
shelter, refugees, and those fleeing violence. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed us. 
Nurture ministries of hospitality and care in this and every congregation. 
We pray for people who are homebound, hospitalized, or separated from 
loved ones. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we give 
thanks for their faithful witness. Sustain us in hope until we are united 
with them in the joy of your eternal presence. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather 
our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
The assembly greets one another in the name of the Lord with phrases like 
“Peace be with you.”  If you have your phone available text a word of 
peace to someone who is worshipping alone. 
 
OFFERING AND PRAYER  
 
Offering Reflection 
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The offering plate is brought forward as a sign of the good gifts, ourselves 
included, God has given us.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom 
and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
and make us messengers of your mercy and love 
for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
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Meal 
 

The assembly stands as they are able.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PREFACE AND EUCHARISTIC PRAYER… 
 join their unending hymn 

 
 
The minister continues the eucharistic prayer. 
 
….We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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LORD'S PRAYER 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
 
COMMUNION 
 
All are seated. As we sing Lamb of God, please take time to prepare yourselves and your communion elements. 
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The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Faithful God, 
in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 
As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
Guide us toward your promised future, 
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Sending 
 
BLESSING  
 
May the Lord bless you and keep you, 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy, 
The Lord look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN       Prepare the Royal Highway     Hymn 264 
 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
From Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen. Copyright 1990 by Gia Publications, Inc. Used by  
permission. All rights reserved.  
From PODCAST and PRINT STREAMED WITH. PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-715297 
Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 166234  
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of  
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Eucharistic Prayer- Nathan Nettleton, used with permission 
Litanies of Welcome and Farewell-Interim Ministry Network, Baltimore, Maryland 
 
We thank you for your ministry here today: 

Presiding Minister                                                Pastor Adam Dowd 
Assisting Minister             Ron Matta 
Organist                                           Rosita Yao 
Guitarist     Christopher Vincent  
Reader      Judy Padera 
Greeters     Marilynn Sells 
Ushers Connie Allekian and Alice Tangorra   
Video                                                                   Sherry Sejnost 
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Announcements – 12-4-2022 
Church Directory It is time to get a new picture church directory. 
Photos will be taken on December 19 and also on December 27. Please 
call the church office to schedule your time to sit for a photo.  You will 
receive a free 8 by 10 photo and also the new church directory. 
 
Santa Lucia There will be a Santa Lucia program and Smorgasbord on 
Sunday, Dec 11 at 5:00.  Tickets will be on sale before and after the 
service.  The cost for the tickets are $15 per adult, $7 for children 5 – 11, 
children under 5 are free, and families will pay a maximum of $45.  All 
profits will go to the ministry fund. 
 
Christmas Poinsettia Our 2022 Poinsettias this year will come in a 
foiled 6-1/2” sized pot with 5 or more flowers on the plant.  The cost is 
$15.00 per plant.  Please mark the color you prefer (red or white), how 
many plants you are ordering and the amount enclosed. Please place your 
order envelope in the collection plate or give it to the church office by 
December 15th at the very latest! Thank you! 
 
Christmas Meal Boxes This Christmas season the Children and Hunger 
Committee will again be organizing LoL's participation in the holiday 
meal program with Our Lady of Mt. Carmel parish. Please sign up and 
then bring to LoL specific grocery items. The sign-up sheets will be 
available on Sundays, November 27 and December 4 & 11. We plan to fill 
four large and four medium sized boxes. We will include frozen turkeys in 
all the boxes.  You may drop off nonperishable items until December 
17.  Please bring all perishable items to the church on Saturday, December 
17 by 11:00 AM. Thank you very much for your generosity and your help. 
 
Lunch Bunch In December, we will meet at Maggiano’s, 1847 
Freedom Drive Naperville, on Tuesday, December 13th at 11:30 am. 
If you are interested in attending, please RSVP to Ron & Linda Matta at 
630-297-8894. 
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Hospitality Committee We will meet on December 7th at 11:00 am. 
We will be preparing the candles for the Christmas Eve service. 
 
Worship and Music Committee, we will be meeting at 11:00 AM on  
December 12th. 
 
Holden Evening Prayer will be every Wednesday during Advent at 7:00 
pm. on December 7 and will continue December 14 and December 21. 
 
Message from Nancy Swanson:  Dear friends at Lord of Life, Thank 
you for your prayers and your kind words of encouragement. These 
have been a great comfort to me. God’s Blessing to you. 
 
Please pray for members:  
Jim Eckwall  Cor Peterson  Marilynn Sells  
Roberta Sejnost Caryl Schaer  Gale Dyskie 
Don Dibbern  Ron Matta  Nancy Swanson  
Kerry Spitznagle 
 
A full list of relatives, friends and military personnel for whom we pray 
is emailed weekly on Friday. A list will also be printed in the bulletin 
the first Sunday of the month. 
 
We Love Your Photos! We need pictures and artwork for our daily 
Bible reading and prayers. Please share your photos with us at 
lordoflifechurchdarien@gmail.com 
 
Last Week’s Giving - $3265 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lordoflifechurchdarien@gmail.com
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THIS WEEK AT LORD OF LIFE 
  
Sunday       12/4  10:00 AM   Worship (Live Streaming) 
    11:00 AM  Christian Education 

2:00 PM     Loving Word Worship 
Tuesday     12/6   5:15 PM     Overeaters Anonymous 
    7:00 PM  Troop 56 
Wednesday12/7  10:00 AM  Bible Study 
    11:00 AM  Hospitality Meeting 
    7:00 PM  Holden Evening Prayer 

7:00 PM     One Day at a Time (AA) 
Friday        12/9  9:30 AM    Card Group    
Saturday 12/10  9:00 AM  SDA and Luncheon 
Sunday      12/11  10:00 AM  Worship (Live Streaming) 

  11:00 AM   Christian Education  
                       2:00 PM     Loving Word Worship 
    5:00 PM  Santa Lucia
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