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HOLY COMMUNION 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    

 

PRELUDE  

                                          

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 

Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 
 

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep.  Let us confront our sins, 

and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of new beginnings, 

we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 

We have strayed from your paths.  We prepare for war instead of peace. 

We dishonor one another and your creation.  Purify us with your refining fire 

and set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 

and welcome your coming among us.  Amen. 

 

People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. 

By water and the Spirit, you are joined to this wonder.  You have put on ☩ Christ, 

and your sins have been washed away.  Rejoice in the way of the Lord.  Amen. 

 

*ENTRANCE HYMN “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” ELW #242 

 

GREETING ELW p. 138 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also, with you. 

 

The Advent Wreath    Third Sunday of Advent 

Praise to you, O God, who holds our joy and sorrow. 

You bring water to parched ground and life out of death. 

Bless us as this light grows and send sorrow and sighing to flee away. 

Give us strength and patience, trusting that you are true to your promises. 

Transform the lives of all who suffer with your wonders near at hand. 

Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your 

coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 

 



FIRST READING: ISAIAH 35:1-10 

The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a joyous procession to Zion. 

God’s coming reign will bring a renewal of creation in which health and wholeness will be 

restored. There is no need for fear, for God is coming to save. 

 

 1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

 like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing.   

 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

 They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 

 3Strengthen the weak hands and make firm the feeble knees. 

 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear!  Here is your God.   

He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense.  He will come and save you.” 

 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 

 7the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

 8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on  

it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found 

there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy 

shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall 

flee away. 

 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM (Read Responsively)  PSALM 146 5-10 
5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 

whose hope is in the | LORD their God; 
6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 

who keeps promis- | es forever; 
7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger. 

The LORD sets the | captive free. 
8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who | are bowed down; 

the LORD
| loves the righteous.  

9The LORD cares | for the stranger; 

the LORD sustains the orphan and widow but frustrates the way | of the wicked. 
10The LORD shall | reign forever, 

your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah!  
 

 

 

 



SECOND READING JAMES 5:7-10  

In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called upon to cultivate patience rather 

than discontent. 
 
7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious 

crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also 

must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not 

grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the 

doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the 

name of the Lord. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.   
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (sung)  ELW p. 142 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew 11:2-11 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

*GOSPEL READING  MATTHEW 11:2-11 

John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God’s judgment upon the earth (Matt. 3:11-12). 

From a prison cell, he wonders whether Jesus is the one who will do this. Jesus’ response 

indicates that God’s reign is indeed being fulfilled already through healing and restoration. 
 
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and 

said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4Jesus answered 

them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the 

lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to 

them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”  7As they went away, Jesus began 

to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed 

shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes?  Look, 

those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? 

Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written, 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; 

yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 

Refrain:  
“Not because of who I am, but because of what You’ve done.  
Not because of what I’ve done, but because of who You are. 
I am a flower quickly fading, here today and gone tomorrow, a wave tossed in the 
ocean. A vapor in the wind still You hear me when I’m calling.  
Lord, you catch me when I’m falling, and you’ve told me who I am…I am Yours” 
 
(“Who Am I” by Casting Crowns   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VU_rTX23V7Q 
Written by Mark Hall and produced by Mark A. Miller and Steven Curtis Chapman) 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DVU_rTX23V7Q&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ceb1af654432b4670929f08dad6c710df%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638058447713791306%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ob7QWedrppAj%2F4rCablKTzASzmwN%2BOMyNKV0EtdWTvA%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FMark_Hall_(musician)&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ceb1af654432b4670929f08dad6c710df%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638058447713791306%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g2oHrrfeNnhL8fy7L1XBmGKcFzho%2Fb2F5tGkp7Ilfmw%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FSteven_Curtis_Chapman&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ceb1af654432b4670929f08dad6c710df%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638058447713948975%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QD%2B0PSoAM4fLDbVGnPExIi8737BjO%2BW3zBCrLcMNDC0%3D&reserved=0


*HYMN OF THE DAY “Hark, the Glad Sound!” ELW #239 

 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED  ELW p. 105 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for 

new hope. 

A brief silence. 

A:  Gracious God, we rejoice in the gifts of your Spirit. Equip the global church to magnify 

your love and peace in every land. We pray for the work of the Lutheran World Federation and 

ELCA Global Mission. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

A:  Abundant God, we rejoice in your creation. Revive lands we have squandered and depleted. 

Make gardens flourish in cities and neighborhoods. Cleanse polluted air and water so living 

things may breathe, drink, and praise you. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

A:  Righteous God, we rejoice in your justice. End racism and oppression. Deliver all who are 

unjustly imprisoned or persecuted. Reconcile nations and peoples in conflict. Help us pray for 

our enemies. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

A:  Healing God, we rejoice in your compassion. Comfort any in distress because of worry, 

illness, or loss. Strengthen and protect health care workers, rescue teams, crisis counselors, and 

all who risk themselves to keep others safe. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

A:  Abiding God, we rejoice in your company. Give us calm and patient hearts as we gather 

with family and friends. Keep us mindful of those for whom this season is not happy. Console 

the grieving and surround them with loving support. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

A:  Faithful God, we rejoice with Mary, Mother of our Lord, and with all the saints, that your 

mercy endures for all generations. Look with favor on those who have died and lead us to 

joyfully sing of your everlasting promises. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

P:  God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and 

join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

* PEACE 

 

OFFERING   

   

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray.       

Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 

Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your 

mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice.  We ask this through Christ 

our Savior.  Amen. 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING & HOLY, HOLY ELW p. 144 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

 

LORD’S PRAYER ELW p. 145, right side 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

 

COMMUNION “Lamb of God” ELW p. 146 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray.  

Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in 

the body and blood of Christ.  As we wait for the day when all your promises will be 

fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery.  Guide us toward your 

promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 

God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the Holy 

Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

 

*SENDING SONG “Joy to the World”  ELW #267 

 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 



Participants 

Presiding and Preaching Pastor Rita Augsburger 

Assisting Minister Allie Allgeier 

Coordinator of Music and Technology/Organist/Handbells Rick Strine 

Technical Director Jeremy Hahn 

Audio/Visual Audio/Visual Team 

Bell Ringer Bob Tyler 

Greeters Carol & Bob Tyler, Kris Sites  

Check-In Judy & Bob Carney  

Communion Aide Peg Allgeier 

Money Counters Karen & Steven Wenger, Carol & Ken Broeking 

Altar Flowers Books Family in Honor of Peg’s Birthday 

 

Prayer Requests  
Matt Andrews and Family, Molly & Baby Berry, Mary Ellen Burns, Alenea Garrett, 

Larry Haab, Hardison Hall, Greg Lage, Ron Leschewski & family 
  

If you’d like to add someone to the Prayer Request list, please contact Kay at the office. 

Prayer requests remain on the list for 3 weeks and can be extended longer at your request. 

 

Welcome to all of you here and to those participating on-line 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
1. Adult Education & Youth Faith Foundation are meeting after worship. 

2. Don’t forget, today is Caroling and Cookie Delivery to our Homebound.  It’s not too late 

to join the Carolers.  Meet at church by 1:00PM. 

3. Our youth are gathering donations toward the upcoming 2024 National Youth Gathering 

Trip to New Orleans.  While you may donate money to the Youth Trip at any time, all 

donations received at Son Rise Café on the 18th, will be put toward their trip.  We so 

appreciate your support and care of this ministry with our youth.  For more information 

about the Youth Trip, contact Peg Allgeier. 

4. Please pickup your 2023 Offering Envelopes on the table in the Narthex. 

5. AMELCA served 38 clients on Wednesday, 12/7. 

6. Saturday, December 17th is Christmas Program Practice from 9:30AM-Noon. 

7. Poinsettia forms are due in the office today, December 11th.  Please bring or have your 

poinsettia delivered to the church on December 22nd between 9AM – 12Noon and 1PM - 

4:00PM. 

8. Baby Jesus items are being collected through December 18th – boxes are in the Narthex. 

9. Church Council is meeting at 7:00PM Monday, December 12th. 

10. The Annual Congregation Meeting will be Sunday, January 22nd, 2023. 



11. The church office will be closed Monday, 12/26, for the Christmas Holiday, and closed 

on Tuesday, 12/27, per our normal schedule.  The office will also be closed on Monday 

1/2, for the New Year’s Holiday, and closed on Tuesday, 1/3, per our normal schedule.  

Money Counters will need to reschedule on both weeks. 

We Prepare our Hearts and Minds for Worship 

 

UPCOMING DATES TO MARK ON YOUR CALENDAR  

 

 

MEET, EAT & GREET 
(MEG) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

     

   Future Artist? 

 
 

Upcoming 2023  

MEG Luncheons 

Thursday’s at Noon January 12 

February 9 

March 9 

April 13 

May 11 

June 8 

Christmas Services Will Be: 

• December 24th: 3:30PM at FELC 

• December 24th: 7:00PM at Holy Cross 

• December 25th: 9:15AM at Holy Cross (Joint Worship) 

 

 

2023 ART WORKSHOPS 

Thursday’s 1:00PM – 2:30PM 

Dates of Workshops: 

• January 19 (snow date January 26)     

• February 16 

• March 2 

• March 16 

• March 30 

If interested, RSVP to office 

Saturday, December 17th is the Youth Christmas Program Practice 

from 9:30AM-Noon.  Our Youth Christmas Program is Sunday, 

December 18th.  Please contact Molly Berry for more information. 
 


