To Judge or Not to Judge?

James 4:11-12

Is it right to judge someone else? Are we as Christians, supposed to exercise judgement? In these two verses, James vehemently speaks against a certain type of judging. He also calls us to a higher standard (Royal Law 2:8) which should govern our actions and our use of judgement. 
I. Judgment in Scripture:
A.  Authority (Rom.13:1-2) - Protection
B.  Discernment (II Cor. 2:14) - Wisdom
C.  Judgmentalism (Matt. 7:3-6) - Condemnation
II. Why Are We Judgmental?
A. Insecurity - 

B. Revenge -
C. Duty - 
D. Pleasure -
E. Upbringing -
III.  What’s the Alternative?
A. Exchange (Col. 3:8-11) -

B. Be Merciful (Jam. 2:12-13) -

C. Restore (Eph. 4:15) -
James is saying that this “judgmental spirit” is proof that something is amiss in our life of faith. We must repent and resist the evil one’s tactics and be renewed in our spirit.
Self-Deception = To be falsely convinced in your head and your heart, that spiritually you are doing fine. To trust in a false standard for measuring your spiritual life & health.
Going Deeper:
1. When James says, “…but you - who are you to judge your neighbor?” Is he declaring that we are not supposed to stand in judgment of others?
2. Can you recall a time when someone judged you harshly? What was the impact or effect of that negative action in your life? 
3. Have you ever known someone who had a judg- mental spirit; someone who was quick to form a negative opinion about others?
4. According to the message today, what are some of the causes for having a judgmental spirit? Do you agree or disagree with these stated motivations?
5. What would you say is the difference between judging someone and exercising discernment concerning their actions or attitudes? Can you see the important distinction?
6. Personal: Do you tend to quickly make a decision about what someone does or says? Have you ever found out you were completely mistaken in your judgment?
Questions for Our Kids:  
1. When someone you know does something wrong, what do you say to them? Is it important to tell them not to do this bad thing?   
2. What are the ways you can tell if someone loves Jesus? What are they like and what do they do?
3. Can you talk with your Mom and Dad about just how important it is to love everyone and even if they make a mistake, to forgive them? 
