
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dec 2022 Update 

Aaron and Jill Bashore 

Dear Praying Friends and Family, 

First, let me apologize that the last ministry update was in August! I don't have any good excuses. But I 
have had a brain block when it comes to giving you an update. I think you'll understand why with the next 
paragraph.  

In short form: Next year I will be taking a position as pastor of a local church in Dearborn, Michigan. Jillian 
and I will resign from Grace Baptist Mission Board after more than 20 years as foreign missionaries. What 
a privilege it has been to be sent to do cross-cultural gospel work for two decades! As a pastor, that type 
of work will not stop. It will just be closer to home.  

Now, a bit of explanation: This has been a relatively quick process. When I sent my last update in August 
this was not even on our radar. We had returned to Germany after a short visit in the US with plans to 
stay for another five years. However, after some pretty deep, heart-to-heart discussions with our teenage 
children, we began to look for ministry opportunities back in the US during this season of their lives and 
our ministry. That is when this opportunity came about.  

A bit about Dearborn: As you may know, Dearborn has a large community of Arabic speaking Muslims. The 
church we are going to serve has a heart to reach these people and send missionaries to the Arab world. 
We believe that God has put us together at the right time and place.  



 

The next steps: We will be heading back to the US for Christmas. During the first quarter of the year we 
will be available to come to your church and thank you for the many, many years of faithful support. I first 
started raising support over 20 years ago. Some of you have been with us the whole time! Thank you! If 
you would like us to come, please respond to this email update.  
As of May 2023 we will no longer be supported missionaries. Support will be sent back at that time. For 
the first few months of 2023, however, we would very much appreciate your continued support to help 
us in the transition.  

Fall Semester Evangelism at the University 
To start the fall semester we hosted two evangelistic events with Apologist Andy Bannister from Solas in 
Scotland. Goethe University gave us a room for free to use! An answer to pray. The Lord packed out the 
space with students from every corner of the globe. Andy spoke on the topic of, "Pain, Pandemics, and 
Putin: Is there any hope?"  
My favorite conversation was with a Bosniak friend named Sinan. The war his family experienced in Serbia 
had been a major contributor to his atheism. He is a smart and kind person who I had previously found 
completely closed to conversations about God and "religion". We had a great talk after the event and he 
seemed genuinely interested to read "Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus". Pray for him and our Russian friends 
who were also in attendance.  
The second event was at a cafe and was geared toward professionals. Andy's talk was on the passing of 
the Queen and why we all recognize and value servant leadership. He made a great bridge to Christ, a 
faith Queen Elizabeth publicly espoused. Again, good conversations about Christ and the good news of 
Jesus were had.  

Pastor's Retreat   
This transition is sad for me because I will no longer be working with the three men I love: Felix, Emil, and 
Janik. These three Germans have taken me into their team and we became close friends. We met for two 
days in November. I have been coaching them through a process of planning for a healthy church. We laid 
out a three year plan after prayer and much conversation. Pray for this church and these three men and 
their families. It has been a great privilege for us to participate in a church revitalization here and see this 
congregation almost triple in size and enthusiasm for gospel advance 

Thank you, again, for your many years of prayer and support. It is bitter sweet that I write this last prayer 
letter from the field. In the future we may return, but for now God is leading us graciously home (to 
America, that is).  
 
In Christ, 
Aaron and Jillian Bashore 


