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Calendar of Upcoming Event

 
 

      
 

June 17, 2023 

Western Iowa Synodical Women’s Organization Convention 

Act Justly, Love Mercy, and Walk Humbly with God from Micah 6:8 
Grace Lutheran 211 S 9th St Fort Dodge  

 

September 2023 

Women of the ELCA Twelfth Triennial Convention and Gathering 

Phoenix Arizona

 

 

****************************************************************************************** 

 
 

 
 

Our Purpose 

As a community of women, created in the image of God, called to 

discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit. We 

commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another 

in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and 

wholeness in the church, the society and the world. 
 

 

 Western Iowa Synod Women of the ELCA 
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Greetings from WISWO President Nancy Peters  

 “God, your love is so precious! You protect people in the shadow of your wings.” 
     Psalm 36:7 

I love the Old Testament for the verses that proclaim a core message of God.  I give you Isaiah 12:4:  “Give 

praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; make known among the nations what he has done, and proclaim that his 

name is exalted.” 

 

This verse states the messages that I received as I visited the Cluster events around the synod.  This fall I was 

privileged to visit three events: Martha Cluster, Dorcas Cluster Retreat, and Ruth Cluster.  Earlier I enjoyed a 

garden event with Bethlehem Lutheran ladies at Cherokee.  Look for reports on these events further into this 

issue of Scribe.  I certainly was blessed by the programs and fellowship of each one. 

 

If you are a part of an inactive cluster, I invite you to seek a partner church near to your church who will meet 

once per year or more for fellowship and exchange of ideas.  I assure you that you will be blessed by expanding 

yourselves even if only by one church.  Make known what God has done among your church ladies!  I am 

always overjoyed to hear your reports. 

 

Also, keep track of your projects, quilts, kits, and more for our WELCA synod convention on June 17th at Grace 

Lutheran in Fort Dodge.  At convention, we will celebrate you and all our church ladies as we amass 

extraordinary stats on the giving, doing, and sending that goes to reach people nearby and among the nations 

where huge needs are met.  Together, we will exalt the name of our God and his son, our Lord, Jesus Christ, 

that salvation has come to our world. 

 

Know that you and what you bring to God’s work is sacred and holy.  You have been made holy in Christ.  

Know that you are enough.  Your efforts and your love bring a smile to God’s face.  Know that your joy in the 

Lord will abound because your faith connects you with your Lord.  Even though we can’t be everything to all 

people, still doing our best even when we fail, or fall short, we have served God’s kingdom.  We have lived 

seeking the will of God.  

 

Sometimes we feel unnoticed, yet someone else’s soul was fed.  Thanks be to God that God’s love never fails.  I 

wish you and yours a blessed Christmas time as we are once again assured that God’s love is personal, non-

conditional, and there for us every moment of our lives.  I look forward to meeting you in the New Year! 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      

Nancy Peters,  

President of WISWO 
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Such a busy time of year. Hope you take a few minutes to read through the scribe. You will notice a change in the board 

directory, due to privacy concerns we have removed personal information for everyone except Linda Clarke, Treasurer 

and myself. If you want to connect with one of the other board members just let me know and I will get them in contact 

with you. We are busy planning for our annual convention in June, we will update you with information as we finalize 

plans.  If you don’t already receive the on line publications of Bold Connections & Bold Café, consider doing so. Both 

offer great articles and keep you up to date on the happenings of the Women of the ELCA. You can find a link on the 

Women of the ELCA website ( www.womenoftheelca.org) under publications.   Wishing you all a blessed Christmas 

season.  

  May the blessing of joy abide within you; May the blessing of love flow out through you; May all the blessing of the Lord 

be yours at Christmas and in the New Year.   

  Author unknown 

                                                                                                                                             Sue Boblit, Vice President/Secretary 

 

MISSION STATEMENT OF WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

TO MOBILIZE WOMEN TO ACT BOLDLY ON THEIR FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST    

 

 

 Loving God, thank you for giving us the gift of community.  We thank you for the ways those in 

the church care for us, help us grow. Inspire us to share our gifts, so that we might be a 

blessing to others. Amen   
 
 (Written by Michelle Terry) Bold Café 
 
Submitted by Pam Jondal (Justice Committee) 

 

 NEWS FROM YOUR WISWO TREASURER  
 

1 – Convention Assessment - The Board has requested that each congregational unit send a $20.00 assessment 

to help cover the costs of the Convention, which are increasing every year. This should be included on Offering 

Form A and sent to the WISWO Treasurer. 

 

2 – General Offerings - It is recommended that one-half of your congregational unit’s general offerings be sent 

to the Western Iowa Synodical Women’s Organization. Half of these funds will be used in our Synod and half 

http://www.womenoftheelca.org/
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will be forwarded to Women of the ELCA for use nationwide. This should be included on Offering Form A and 

sent to the WISWO Treasurer. 

 

3 – Cluster Offerings – It is recommended that one-half of your Cluster offerings 

be sent to the Western Iowa Synodical Women’s Organization. Half of these 

funds will be used in our Synod and half will be forwarded to Women of the ELCA 

for use nationwide. This should be included on Offering Form A and sent to 

the WISWO Treasurer.  

 

4 – Special Offerings – All special offerings, such as our seminary scholarship,  

Igumbilo Girls School, etc., should be included on Offering Form A and be sent to the WISWO Treasurer.  

 

5 – Thankoffering – This can be included on Offering Form A or B and sent to 

the WISWO Treasurer. 

 

Let me know if you need either Offering Form A or B and I’ll get them to you. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you need additional Information. 

 

 

Linda Clarke, Treasurer 

909 S Saint Marys St 

Sioux City IA  51106 

712-253-4826 

lsclarke52@gmail.com 

 

**************************************************************************************** 

 

From our standing committees: 

 

DISCIPLESHIP 
 
The Women of the ELCA organization has Discipleship as one of its three mission areas and defines the 

meaning of this mission focus as follows: 
• discipleship is a lifelong journey of living out and spreading the good news of Jesus Christ. 

• disciples are followers of Jesus who are intent on carrying out the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19–20) and the 
Great Command (Acts 1:8). 
 

I attend an ecumenical Bible study at our local UMC each week. I am always curious about things in their fireside lounge 
and especially what topic their adult class is studying. So, it was with great interest that I recently picked up the book Gospel 
Discipleship- 4 Pathways for Christian Disciples  (Morris, Michelle J, Abington Press, Copyright 2020) off the coffee table.  
Within less than an hour, I learned a great deal about my own pathway to Christian Discipleship.   
 
Morris suggests that our approach to discipleship is like using GPS- it often doesn’t account for challenges nor possibilities 
that are present along the journey.  
1. We have a destination, which is getting to grow closer to Jesus, to grow into who he calls us to be, and to bring others 
along with us but we get lost along the way. 
2. We approach from a new direction.  Most of us agree that the world today is nothing like it was during the time of Jesus.  
In my lifetime, the importance of the Church in the lives of people has diminished with competition and distractions in today’s 
modern pace of living.  The world is coming toward Jesus from a different direction than we may have been expecting.   
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3. The Bridge is out- so how do we reach people if the old way doesn’t give them access and we are on the other side of 
the river? People will give up rather than drown along the way. 
4. There are many ways to get to the same place.  The church needs to recognize that even if we all have the same 
destination in mind, because we are different people, we need and want different ways of getting there.   
 
The author offers an “app” which means approach rather than application. Her approach is to use the ancient map of the 
four Gospels with a new look.  Each Gospel was written to a different audience.  They basically tell the same story, but each 
takes a different path- four perspectives and four different pathways for arriving at the same destination.  Read the final 
words of Jesus in each Gospel and discover where the four take you. 
 
Morris has designed a 22 question multiple choice assessment which when the results are tallied, inform you as to which 
Gospel speaks most clearly to your discipleship type. I discovered I am a “Lukan”, you might be a “Matthean,” “Markan,” or 
“Johannine”.  Then she provides a chapter on each type and I could see my preferences throughout the pages.  Terms like 
relational, family, inclusive, mission oriented, welcoming, peace seeking, potluck hospitality, slow to change, 
conversational,… yes, those all describe me!  I am equal Markan and Matthean for a secondary type and last of all Johnnine! 
I wouldn’t have been able to recognize that on my own, but this book is designed to aid me on my discipleship path. It 
helped me better understand who I am and how I can better understand others who may have a discipleship type different 
from my own. This book can be used by an individual, but would also make a powerful group study. I hope you enjoy the 
journey! 
 
You can find the resources and assessment at www.MinistryMatters.com/gospeldiscipleship.  Your results will be emailed 
to you.   

(Submitted by Jan Rosdail-Aegerter) 

 

 

 

JUSTICE 

 

Participants in Women of the ELCA have supported the global ecumenical #ThursdaysinBlack campaign for 

some time. It’s a campaign that has its roots in the World Council of Churches’ (WCC) Decade of Churches in 

Solidarity with Women (1988-1998). 

It was during that decade when stories of rape as a weapon of war, gender injustice, abuse, violence, and more 

came to the forefront. The ELCA participated in #ThursdaysinBlack led by the World Council of Churchs’ 

 

The Western Iowa Synod joins in advocating for attitudes, policies & practices that promote a no tolerance 

culture against gender based violence. Join the global movement wear black. WIS is promoting “Thursdays in 

Black for a World Against Rape and Violence” by wearing black on December 8th. We hope that you as 

Women of Western Iowa continue with this every Thursday, throughout the coming year 

 

https://youtu.be/kOPg2e_Ph10 

 

 

The ELCA and their global partners are supporting the “16 days of activism against Gender Based Violence” 

campaign.  The devotional is an annual tradition that begins on November 25th, which is International Day for 

the Elimination of Violence against Women ends on December 10th, Human Rights Day. The Western Iowa 

Synod date for 16 days of Activism is December 8th- Wear black that day and show your support of the efforts 

to end rape and domestic violence around the globe. Below you will find a link with more information on this 

devotional. 

 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFSByYDUn0/CCQiby1yarwsblZfmYS0Xw/view?utm_content=DAFSByY

DUn0&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton 

http://www.ministrymatters.com/gospeldiscipleship
https://youtu.be/kOPg2e_Ph10
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFSByYDUn0/CCQiby1yarwsblZfmYS0Xw/view?utm_content=DAFSByYDUn0&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFSByYDUn0/CCQiby1yarwsblZfmYS0Xw/view?utm_content=DAFSByYDUn0&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
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Stewardship 

 
We often hear the phrase "it is more blessed to give than to receive" quoted a lot especially during this time of 

year. It must be right considering it’s found in the Bible--Acts 20:35. Although holiday gift-giving has often 

become associated with stress and shopping aggravations, researchers have found that spending money on 

others or giving to charity puts a bigger smile on your face than buying things for yourself.    

Studies reveal that giving will make you happier when you spend “relatively more” on someone else; 

it reduces depression, and creates a rewarding experience.   

Studies have also shown that generous people tend to be healthier.  Giving (money and time) is linked 

to many positive benefits:  Lower blood pressure, reduced stress, increased life expectancy, lower 

risk of dementia, less anxiety, reduced heart disease, etc. 

God is a giver.  God’s giving nature is shown throughout the Bible. But it’s most obvious in God giving 

the gift of his son—Jesus Christ.  We give because God gave.  

Here are some small ways you can give:  Compliment a stranger. Say a silent prayer for someone.  

Send a message of appreciation.  Give a hug.  Say “thank you.”  Give an anonymous gift. 

During this holiday season, let's not lose sight of the value of giving to others. It doesn’t matter 

whether you give a lot or a little, give gifts or intangible things.   What matters most for meaningful 

happiness is appreciating those around you — family, friends, and community — and doing so each 

and every day of the year, not simply on Christmas morning. 

If you find yourself lucky to be on the receiving end of any of these gifts, be sure to take a moment to 

pause and truly accept it with a sense of gratitude, honor, and appreciation. In this way, both you and 

the giver will reap the benefits and be truly blessed. 

“When we give cheerfully and accept gratefully, everyone is blessed.” –Maya Angelou 

Jeanne Handeland and Natalie Passow, Stewardship 

   

 

Fall Cluster Events 
 
Martha Cluster - Martha Cluster met October 1 at St. John Lutheran Church in Sioux City with 34 people in 

attendance.  Tessa Shanks, Executive Director of the Warming Shelter in Sioux City, was the speaker.  She 

explained the current status of the shelter.  Our offering was divided between the Warming Shelter and the 

Western Iowa Synod Women's Synodical Organization. 

 

Ruth Cluster – Ruth Cluster met on September 24th in Rake, approximately 30 People in attendance. Program 

was presented by Many Hands for Haiti, a nonprofit that supports local and global missions to Haiti. 

 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-social-self/201012/giving-really-is-better-receiving
https://www.chicagotribune.com/lifestyles/health/sc-hlth-0812-joy-of-giving-20150806-story.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17569866
http://time.com/4857777/generosity-happiness-brain/
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Dorcas Cluster – Dorcas Cluster held their annual retreat on Wednesday, September 14th at Twin Lakes. 

Approximately 68 people were in attendance. The theme for the day came from 2 Cor. 1:4   God our source of 

Comfort. Speaker was Pastor Matthew Manz, a licensed mental health counselor. All enjoyed a day of worship, 

and fellowship. 

 

 
 

The women of First Lutheran, Algona met to put together school kits. Using a grant from Thrivent as well as 
donations from the congregation they completed 57 kits.     Submitted by Jeanine Haack, First Lutheran 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=e80e30f3d4&view=att&th=18389515de2ca570&attid=0.1&disp=inline&realattid=f_l8n26hv60&safe=1&zw
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 WELCA EVENT IDEAS… 
 

CHRISTMAS IDEAS WITH CHILDREN 
Inviting children to events is a favorite for all because they teach us to be excited. 
Children learn to give to others through watching others give gifts and, better yet, participating in giving to others.  We 
suggest that you invite your grandchildren, a Sunday School class, or neighbor children.  If several women are involved, 
you may expand the number of children you include in your GIVING TO OTHERS event. 
 
You might assemble school kits, or make up kits of your own such as  
 

Food items for a family meal 
Fruits and holiday groceries 

Items to make a holiday cake using a cake mix 
Homemade cookies 

And your own ideas that a family might enjoy 
 
Then take these Christmas kits to families in your church family or in the community that have needs for such gifts.  You 
might even do caroling with the children outside the door of the receiving family.  Call first so that they are home, if 
possible.  Shut-ins and families in need will rejoice at this attention.  Children learn what fun it is to give to others.  Your 
own ideas will be fantastic as well. 
Remember…even going to one other family will bring everyone involved joy. 

 

 

DECEMBER 2022 
BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE ( ON LINE EVENT PRESENTED BY THE WOMEN OF THE ELCA) 

December 21 @ 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, December 21, 7 p.m. Central 

Our Blue Christmas Service offers a safe place to bring your grief, fear, and loss. Brief readings. 
Quiet and reflective music. Prayers. All are welcome. Spanish translation provided.  Register now to 
attend. The service takes place at 7 p.m. CST on Wednesday, December 21, 2022. 

REGISTER 

 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
webinar. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_CdxxN4FXQ1GaX_G5EAjSqg
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Western Iowa Synodical 

Women’s Organization Directory 

2022-2023

 

     

PRESIDENT 
Nancy Peters (2021-23) 

 

VICE PRESIDENT/ 

Acting Secretary 

Sue Boblit (2022-2024) 

104 E 1st St 

Spencer, IA 51301 

H 712-262-8244 

C 712-260-2258 

sdboblit@gmail.co 

 

Board 
 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

Jeanne Handeland (2022-2024) 

Natalie Passow (2022-2024) 

 

DISCIPLESHIP 

 

Billie Jo Shahan (2022-2024) 

Jan Rosdail-Aegerter (2022-2024) 

 

JUSTICE 

Carolyn Biere (2021-2023) 

Pam Jondal (2022-2024) 

Connie Mohn (2021-2023) 

 

 
 

 

 

updated 12/3/2022 

 

 

 

 

 

TREASURER 

 

Linda Clarke 

909 S. Saint Marys Street 

Sioux City, IA  51106 

H 712-253-4826 

lsclarke52@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Women of the ELCA 
Linda Post Bushkofsky 
8765 West Higgins Road 

Chicago, IL 61764 

1-800-638-3522 

Scribe Editor 

Sue Boblit 

Spencer, IA 51301 

sdboblit@gmail.com 

 

 

Gayle Petersen, Proofreader 

P.O. Box 265 

Ringsted, IA 50578 

H 712-866-1326/712-363-1200 

lghtnin@ringtelco.com 

 

 
 

 

 

 

WESTERN IOWA SYNOD OFFICE 

Western Iowa Synod  

1614 W. 5th Street, Suite 2 

Storm Lake, IA 50588 

Synod liaison:  Bishop Lorna Halaas 

lorna.halaas.rev@wisynod.org 

C – 701-580-0162 

Office – 712-732-4968 

Administrative Assistant:  Julie Cook   

Julie.cook@wisynod.org 

712-732-4968 
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*****************************************************************************

ATTENTION:  Please send all your articles and pictures via e-mail (if possible) to 

sdboblit@gmail.com or mail to Sue Boblit    104 E 1st St   Spencer IA  51301 

 

THE NEXT DEADLINE March 1,2023. 

 

 

If you know a woman who would like to subscribe,  

encourage her to send her email to Sue Boblit (sdboblit@gmail.com.) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Please don’t throw me away or stick me in a file!  Instead, take me 

apart, copy me! Share me with the women of your church.                                          

Thank You!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H! Thank You!!                                   Your Editors!! 


