
LESSONS AND CAROLS 
The Gathering of the Community 
Prelude        Drop Down Ye Heavens From Above 

from Advent Suite (Rorate coeli) 
by Pietro A. Yon  

Opening Hymn                                 (All stand) 
114 Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending 

(HEMSLEY) 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
THE CANDLE OF JOY 
Canon Butler Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
Canon Butler: Last Sunday we lit the Candle of 

Peace. We light it and the Candle of Hope 
again as we remember that Jesus, born in 
Bethlehem, will come again to fulfill all of 
God's promises and show us the Way to live. 

The candles of Hope and Peace are lit. 
George Gumbs: Today we light the Third Candle of 

Advent, the Candle of Joy. When the angel 
Gabriel told Mary that a special child 
would be born to her she was filled with joy. 
She sang a song that began with the words: 
"My soul magnifies the Lord, my spirit 
rejoices in God my Saviour.” Just as the birth 
of Jesus gave great joy to his mother, so his 
presence in the world gave joy to those who 
had none before. 

Canon Butler: We light the Candle of Joy to 
remind us that when Jesus is born in us we 
have joy and that through him there will be 
everlasting joy on earth. 

The Third Candle, the Candle of Joy, is lit. 
George Gumbs:Joy is like a light shining in a dark 

place. As we look at this candle we 
celebrate the joy we find in Jesus Christ.  

Let us pray. 

All Thank you God for the joy you give us. 
We ask that as we wait for all your 
promises to come true, and for Christ to 
come again, that you would remain 
present with us. Help us today, and 
every day to worship you, to hear your 
word, and to do your will by sharing 
your joy with each other. We ask it in the 
name of the one who was born in 

Bethlehem. Amen. 
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to extend this love into Christian action in the community. 
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Hymn                         A Candle is Burning vs. 3 

(AWAY IN A MANGER) 
Text by Sandra Dean 

A candle is burning, a candle of JOY, 
A candle to welcome brave Mary's new boy 
Our hearts fill with wonder and eyes light and 
glow As joy brightens winter like sunshine on 
snow. 
Bidding Prayer 
Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent, let it 
be our care and delight to prepare ourselves to 
hear again the message of the Angels, and in 
heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, to see 
the Babe lying in a manger. Let us read and 
mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving 
purposes of God from the first days of our 
disobedience unto the glorious Redemption 
brought us by his holy Child; and let us look 
forward to the yearly remembrance of his birth 
with hymns and songs of praise. But first, let us 
pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace 
and goodwill over all the earth; for the mission 
and unity of the Church for which he died, and 
especially in this country and within this city. And 
because this of all things would rejoice his heart, 
let us at this time remember in his name the poor 
and the helpless; the hungry and the oppressed; 
the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and the 
unloved; the aged and the little children; and all 
those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love 
him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of 
love. Lastly, let us remember before God his pure 
and lowly Mother, and all those who rejoice with 
us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, 
that multitude which no one can number, whose 
hope was in the Word made flesh, and with 
whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are 
one. These prayers and praises let us humbly 
offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words 
which Christ himself hath taught us:  
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 

be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and 

ever. Amen.  

Canon Butler The Almighty God bless us with his 
grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting 
life; and unto the fellowship of the citizens 

above may the King of Angels bring us all.  

All  Amen.  

The Proclamation of the Word 
The First Reading……… Genesis 2:4b-9, 15-25  

Read by Marjorie Fawcett 
All  Thanks be to God.  
Silence 
Canon Butler Creating God, you call us to live in 

harmony with nature, one another, and with 
you. Now fix our eyes upon the one in 
whom your purpose for the world has been 
revealed, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, for 
ever and ever.  

All Amen.  
Carol 

98 Hark the Glad Sound! The Saviour Comes 
(BRISTOL) 

The Second Reading……………Genesis 3:1-20  
Read by  Lauretta Browne–Hermanstyne 

All  Thanks be to God.  
Silence 
Canon Butler Almighty God, to you all hearts are 

open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy name; through 
Christ our Lord.    

All Amen.  
Carol                    102 Prepare the Way, O Zion 

(BEREDEN VAG FÖR HERRAN) 

Handbells    88 Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus 
(STUTTGART) 

The Third Reading…………Jeremiah 31:31-34  
Read by  Vince Woodruff 

All  Thanks be to God.  
Silence 
Canon Butler God of new beginnings, write your 
law within our hearts that we may love as freely 
as we think and breathe, and serve as naturally 
as children play. Make us heralds of your new 
creation, made known to us in Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
All Amen.  



Carol…  91  People, Look East!  The Time is Near 
(BESANÇON) 

Anthem 

94 Wait for the Lord, Whose day is Near   

The Fourth Reading………………Micah 5:2-4 
Read by  Gail Smith 

All  Thanks be to God.  

Silence 

Canon Butler God of small beginnings, you bring 
strength out of weakness and hope out of 
fear. By the power of your Spirit make us, 
your children, followers and partners in the 
grand design of your kingdom of love, 
rooted and revealed in Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  

All Amen.  
Anthem……..…………………Sing and Rejoice! 

By Henry Purcell 

Arranged by Patrick M. Liebergen 

Carol……..……..120 O Little Town of Bethlehem 
(ST. LOUIS) 

The Fifth Reading……….....……Luke 1:26-38 
Read by  Cindy Browne 

All  Thanks be to God.  
Silence 
Canon Butler Pour your grace into our hearts, O 

Lord, that we who have known the 
incarnation of your Son Jesus Christ, 
announced by an angel to the Virgin Mary, 
may by his cross and passion be brought to 
the glory of his resurrection; who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

All Amen.  
Carol……..…….... 132 Of Eternal Love Begotten 

 (DIVINUM MYSTERIUM) 

Anthem………………………An Advent Gospel 
By Barrett/Larson 

Solo…………How Beautiful Upon the Mountains  
By John Stainer 

Sung by Gail Smith 

The Sixth Reading……..…….Hebrews 1:1-12 
Read by  Richard Moriah 

All  Thanks be to God.  

Silence 

Canon Butler O God of unchangeable power and 
eternal light, look favourably on your 
whole Church, that wonderful and sacred 
mystery. By the effectual working of your 
providence, carry out in tranquillity the 
plan of salvation. Let the whole world see 
and know that things which were cast down 
are being raised up, and things which had 
grown old are being made new, and that 
all things are being brought to their 
perfection by him through whom all things 
were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
who lives and reigns with you, Christmas in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever.  

All Amen.  
Carol…………128 The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy  

(THE VIRGIN MARY) 

Anthem……..…………O Come to the Manger 
By J. Paul Williams and Benjamin HArlan 

 

The Seventh Reading………........John 1:1-18  
The Rev. Canon Donald Butler 

All  Thanks be to God.  
Silence 
Canon Butler Eternal Wisdom, creating, ordering, 

and saving, we give you thanks that we 
have seen you in the selfless love of Jesus 
Christ. Now reign within our minds and 
hearts, and mobilize our will, that by your 
power and through our hands this world 
may be re-made to be the garden and the 
city of your glory. We ask this in the name 
of Jesus Christ.   

All Amen.  
Carol……………………..137 What Child Is This 

(GREENSLEEVES) 

Silence 

Advent Litany ........................................ page 119 

The Rev. Canon Donald Butler 
(In joyful expectation let us pray to our Saviour 

and Redeemer, saying, “Lord Jesus, come soon!”) 

O Wisdom, from the mouth of the Most High, you 
reign over all things to the ends of the earth: 
come and teach us how to live.  

All Lord Jesus, come soon!  

O Lord, and head of the house of Israel, you 
appeared to Moses in the fire of the burning 



bush and you gave the law on Sinai: come with 
outstretched arm and ransom us.  

All Lord Jesus, come soon!  

O Branch of Jesse, standing as a sign among the 
nations, all kings will keep silence before you and 
all peoples will summon you to their aid: come, 
set us free and delay no more.  

All Lord Jesus, come soon!  

O Key of David and sceptre of the house of 
Israel, you open and none can shut; you shut and 
none can open: come and free the captives from 
prison.  

All Lord Jesus, come soon!  

O Morning Star, splendour of the light eternal 
and bright Sun of righteousness: come and 
enlighten all who dwell in darkness and in the 
shadow of death.  

All Lord Jesus, come soon!  

O King of the nations, you alone can fulfil their 
desires: Cornerstone, you make opposing nations 
one: come and save the creature you fashioned 
from clay.  

All Lord Jesus, come soon!  

O Emmanuel, hope of the nations and their 
Saviour: come and save us, Lord our God.  

All Lord Jesus, come soon!  

Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, who sent your servant John the 
Baptist to prepare your people to welcome the 
Messiah, inspire us, the ministers and stewards of 
your truth, to turn our disobedient hearts to you, 
that when the Christ shall come again to be our 
judge, we may stand with confidence before his 
glory; who is alive and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   
All Amen 
The Blessing 
Canon Butler Be steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, 

and untiring in love all the days of your 
life; and the blessing of God almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you and remain with you always.  

All Amen.  
Blessing of the We Care Street Bags 
Announcements 
Recessional Hymn  

138 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
(MENDELSSOHN) 

Dismissal 
Response: Thanks be to God.   

Postlude                               Il est un petit L’ange 

(NOEL SUISSE) 

By Charles-Bénigne Balbastre 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sun, Dec 11 10:00am Advent III 
Lessons & Carols Service 

Fri, Dec 16  7:30pm Blue Christmas 

Sun, Dec 18 3:00pm Tidings of Joy 
A Christmas Concert 

Sat, Dec 24 4:30pm Christmas Eve Service 

 10:00pm Christmas Eve Service 

Sun, Dec 25 10:00am Christmas Day  

Sun, Jan 1 10:00am New Year’s Day 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

ASSISTING TODAY  

ALTAR GUILD Thelma Tappin 

From Lourdes:  I wish to let you all know that I 
am resigning from my position as administrative 
assistant effective Thursday, December 29.  Thank 
you for having given me the opportunity to learn 
and grow and love you all.  We will meet again.  


