
 

Muffins are needed for the take-out breakfasts for the Christmas break 

– from December 26th to January 3rd. Please contact the office for details.  

 

2023 Church calendars are now available in the Entry. Cost is $8.00  

 

The Order for Compline will be prayed by candlelight throughout the 

Sundays of Advent at 8:00pm in the Chapel. 

 

The Willing Workers will meet at 2pm on Tuesday, December 13th  

in the Church Hall. 

 

The Greening of the Church is scheduled for December 18th at 

3:00pm. Evening Prayer will be followed by a light supper, and then, 

God willing, some Christmas Caroling in the neighbourhood.  

 

If anyone is available to volunteer from December 26th to January 3rd 

to help serve the Community Breakfast (Monday to Friday), please call 

the Office to give availability. This is to give our regular volunteers a 

bit of a break over the holidays. 

 

Christmas Cards - the major fund-raiser for the Karing Kitchen - are 

available in the brochure rack at the main entrance. These cards allow 

donors to share their blessings with the less fortunate in our downtown 

community. Each dollar donated represents a full single meal serving at 

the Kitchen. Christmas donations may be made in the names of family or 

friends and income tax receipts will be issued, upon request, for donations 

of $10 or more.  

 

Christmas Memorials – If you would like to have flowers placed in the 

Church for Christmas or wish to make a donation to the Memorial Fund, 

or to the Community Meals in memory of a loved one, please call the 

Church Office 855-5209.  If you wish to place your donation on the plate, 

please specify which fund the donation is for. Thank you. 

 

Cookie-making and Christmas Caroling: Tuesday, January 3rd – 1:00 

to 3:00pm For children and adults. Location to be announced. All 

welcome! 
 

 

St. George’s Church is a downtown spiritual center where 
traditional Anglican liturgy, parishioners and the needs of 
our community are valued.  

St. George’s Anglican Church 

The Most Reverend David Edwards- Bishop 
The Reverend Canon Chris VanBuskirk – Rector 389-3516 

51 Church Street Moncton NB E1C 4Z3 855-5209 

Email – office@stgeorgesmoncton.ca 

Website:  www.stgeorgesmoncton.ca  

 

Jesus Christ the same, Yesterday, Today and Forever 

 

Third Sunday in Advent  

December 11, 2022 
 

 
 

 

 

 

   
Wardens: Sheila Searle    856-9419 

Kelly VanBuskirk   233-0869 

Honorary Assistant Rev. Dr. Dan Goodwin  

Deacons       Rev. Norm Dupuis   386-1324 

      Rev. Rick Cunningham  854-9455 

Parish Prayer Chain:  To pass a message on to the Parish Prayer Chain, 

from Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. please the Office. After Office 

Hours, please contact Cathie @ 855-7969 or cdingwell@gmail.com. 

 



 

 

Advent 3 - December 11, 2022 
Our King and Saviour draweth Nigh: O Come Let us Worship! 

8:00 A.M. - HOLY EUCHARIST    p. 67     

Introit Psalm: 33. 1-6      p. 367 

Collect for the Day      p. 99 

Collect for Advent      p. 95 

The Epistle       p. 99 

Gradual Psalm: 80. 1-3     p. 433 

The Holy Gospel      p. 99 

 

9:15 A.M. – MORNING PRAYER 

Psalms: 11, 12       p. 341 

First Lesson: Isaiah 25. 1-9     (Pew Bible page 581) 

Second Lesson:  Matthew 25. 1-30   (Pew Bible page 795) 

 

10:00 A.M. – HOLY EUCHARIST  

Introit Psalm: (sung) Rejoice ye in the Lord, and again I say, rejoice 

ye; let your moderation be known unto all men, the Lord is at hand: 

be careful for nothing, nor troubled; but in all things, by prayer and 

supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known 

unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding: 

shall keep your hearts and minds.  Glory be…. 

 

The Lighting of the Advent Candle 

Collect: ALMIGHTY God, give us grace that we may cast away the 

works of darkness, and put upon us the armour of light, now in the 

time of this mortal life, in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us 

in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his 

glorious Majesty, to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to 

the life immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth with thee and 

the Holy Spirit, now and ever. Amen. 

Hymn: 66 “Creator of the Starry Height” (Eisenach) 

Collects for the Day           pp. 99, 95 

The Epistle       p. 99  

The Holy Gospel      p. 99 

Hymn: 63 “Lo He Comes” (Helmsley) 

Homily 

Offertory Hymn: 196 “Lo! From the Desert Homes” (Darwall - 375) 

Confession, Absolution     p. 77 

Thanksgiving and Consecration    p. 82 

Communion Hymns 231 (St. Agnes - 232); 236 (Dolomite Chant) 

The Lord’s Prayer              p. 85 

The Exhortation             p. 90 

Final Hymn: 63 “Hark! A Herald Voice Is Sounding” (Stuttgart) 

      

5:00 P.M. - EVENING PRAYER  

Psalms: 13, 14                         p. 343  

First Lesson: Isaiah 26. 1-13           (Pew Bible page 581) 

Second Lesson: 1 Timothy 1. 12 - 2.8       (Pew Bible page 961) 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp burns today to the Glory of God and in Loving 

Memory of Hayward Dunnett, Liam Robert Baird, Pat Crossman, 

Dorothy Branscombe, J.A. Godfrey, Hon G.F.G. Brydges 
 

 “Let us remember before God the faithful departed.” 

Dale Aiken 
      

This Week in the Parish 

The Daily Offices of Morning and Evening Prayer will be prayed at 

8:30 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. Monday – Saturday, respectively.  

Today  Community Dinner  4:00 p.m.

   Compline   8:00 p.m. 

Monday Grief-Share   7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday Willing Workers   2:00 p.m. 

   Vestry   7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday Bible Study (Church)  10:30 a.m. 

Thursday        Holy Communion   10:00 a.m. 
Saturday    Community Breakfast      9:00 a.m. 

Sunday     Greening of the Church      3:00 p.m. 

  

1st Moncton-St. George's Scouting would like to thank everyone that 

donated desserts and who attended the Dessert Party, it was a huge 

success." 
 

Offering envelopes for 2023 are now ready. Please pick up your 

box at the main entry to the church. If you’re not currently 

registered with offering envelopes and would like envelopes for 

2023 please contact the office. Please check your numbers as 

many have changed this year. 
 

"He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the 

bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly 

because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled. 

He must increase but I must decrease."                   St. John 3. 29, 30 



 

 

The Rector’s Corner 
 

On the parade square, before the troops are called to ‘Attention’ the Sergeant 

Major gives them a quick message – a warning to get ready – “Steady Up!” 

he says. Then, all the talking stops, and every member prepares to act on the 

next order which is to stand at “Attention!” It is interesting to watch this, 

because the Sergeant Major is not calling the troops together for himself. He 

is making sure they are ready for the Commanding Officer. So, the Sergeant 

Major drills them on all the marching orders: he calls them to ‘attention’; 

then he tells them to stand ‘at ease’ and then, ‘to stand easy’. Then, he may 

inspect their uniforms and tell them to make sure they have turned off their 

cell phones. He may order them to fasten a button and get rid of their gum. 

Once he is confident they look ready, he often runs through the orders one 

more time: ‘Troops! Attention!’ ‘Stand At Ease!’ ‘Stand Easy’.   

In a certain way, the Sergeant Major’s role is like that of John the Baptist. 

He is a messenger who delivers an important warning: ‘Prepare Yourself!’ 

‘Steady Up!’. But here comes the twist – whereas John the Baptist called 

people to prepare for Jesus’ earthly ministry, we all have a part to play in 

preparing the world for Christ’s return. Everyone of us is to be a messenger 

for Him, just like the old hymn says: ‘Jesus bids us shine with a pure, clear 

light, like a little candle burning in the night; in this world of darkness so we 

must shine – you in your small corner, and I in mine.’    

Of course, ordained Ministers, Pastors and Priests are appointed to lead the 

Church in this very important work, but everyone is to be involved. Afterall, 

we are adopted as God’s children in Holy Baptism. We are consecrated or 

set apart for His service. St. Peter put it this way:  “You are a chosen 

generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; that you 

should show forth the praises of Him Who has called you out of darkness 

into His marvellous light”. (1 St. Peter 2.9) 

The other thing is, we have received the Holy Spirit to help us. The Lord 

God Himself Who made the heavens and the earth – the Blessed and Holy 

Trinity – He has made His dwelling in us. So, although we are weak, He is 

strong. Indeed, He is almighty! By His Strength and Wisdom, then – given 

to us by His Spirit – we can be messengers for Christ Jesus, our King and 

Saviour. 

The question is ‘How’ – ‘How can we be effective messengers for the 

Lord?’ The Church cannot compete with the daily barrage of entertainment 

possibilities offered by the world. And, the Church cannot afford the 

tremendous costs involved with advertising; so how can we be effective 

messengers for Christ? It seems pointless to even try --- unless we trust that 

God Himself is working with us. That’s how the early Church saw it: they 

were not alone, the Lord was working with them. At the very end of St. 

Mark’s Gospel, those exact words are used: “They went forth, and preached 

every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the Word with 

signs following”. (16.20) 

We need to remember this: the Lord is working with us. He has promised to 

build His Church, and He will. He has promised to build it so that even the 

gates of hell will not overcome it. (St. Matthew 16.18) So, even though it 

may seem like we are being tossed about in our little boat by the high winds 

and roaring waves of this world, the Lord Himself is at the wheel, and He 

knows the Way. In fact He is the Way, and He has called us and equipped us 

to be His messengers. 

As His messengers we must be authentic. In today’s Gospel, Jesus asked the 

crowds, “What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? 

Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings' houses.” As one 

commentator says, “Implicit in this question there is almost certainly a 

reference to Herod Antipas, the immoral, luxury-loving ruler of Galilee. No 

one more different from him than John the Baptist could be imagined. John 

had never had fine linen clothes. Trained in the hard school of the 

wilderness, he had lived a life of spartan simplicity.” 

If we are to be effective messengers – if the Church is to be – we must 

believe the Gospel Message and we must genuinely imitate Christ Who is 

the Message. That’s what John did. Jesus was born in a lowly stable and laid 

in a manger. John lived alone in the dessert and ate locusts and wild honey. 

Jesus gave Himself to humiliation and suffering; and, ultimately to the 

torturous death of Crucifixion. John the Baptist was imprisoned and later 

beheaded for speaking the Truth and remaining faithful to Christ. 

A key principle of authenticity is the Incarnation. God became ‘incarnate’ in 

Christ. He took upon Himself our flesh and was born as one of us. He could 

have stayed in Heaven and fixed our problems from there, without getting 

His hands bloody. Instead, He became one of us and shed His Blood for us 

at Calvary. In order to be an effective messenger, the Church must also go 

where there is suffering in this world. Only then can we bring the message of 

God redeeming Love and eternal Hope. 

Daily Bible Readings 

A modified schedule from the Prayer Book’s Table of Lessons  
 

Sunday        Jeremiah 44:15-end Acts 18:24-19:7 

Monday    Ezekiel 1:1-14 Acts 19:8-20 

Tuesday          Ezekiel 1:15-end Acts 19:21-end 

Wednesday     Ezekiel 2 Acts 20:1-16 

Thursday   Ezekiel 3:1-14 Acts 20:17-end 

Friday             Ezekiel 3:15-end Acts 21:1-16 

Saturday          Ezekiel 8 Acts 21:17-36 
 


