
 

The Church of Saint John the Evangelist ⚫ Hamilton, ON 

Welcome to this house of prayer. 
May you find peace. 

 

A Discovery Service  

with Holy Communion 

& a CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
on the  

THIRD SUNDAY of ADVENT  
 

 

December 11th 2022 at 9.30 am 
 
 
 
 

 

The WELCOME  
& TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
 

This sacred place is located in the Lower Chedoke Watershed and situated 
upon the traditional territories of the Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabe 
Peoples. This land is covered by the Upper Canada Treaty of 1792 as well at 
the Dish with One Spoon Wampum Belt agreement which committed the 
parties to the sharing of the resources of the Great Lakes Region.  
In hospitality, newcomers to this land have been invited to share in the spirit 
of that agreement. 
 

The PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The GREETING 
\ 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
the love of God, and the communion  
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.   
 

The LIGHTING of the ADVENT WREATH 
Joy - Third Sunday 
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The first candle in the Advent wreath reminds us to have 
hope. The second candle speaks about peace, that dream of 
God becoming real in our world. Today we light the third 
candle in the Advent wreath, reminding us that we are called 
by God to participate in the healing of the world -that which 
brings true joy. 
 

Let us pray. 
Dear God, we all need your healing, we all live in your hope. 
In this season of receiving the child of Mary, help us to say 
and do those things which show Christ's compassion and 
love to all people. Amen. 
 

A SONG      
The Joy of the Lord. CCLI Song # 7047091 
 
 

Verse 1   Though the tears may fall my song will rise 
               My song will rise to You 
               Though my heart may fail my song will rise 
               My song will rise to You 
               While there’s breath in my lungs 
               I will praise You Lord 
 

Verse     In the dead of night I’ll lift my eyes 
               I’ll lift my eyes to You 
               When the waters rise I’ll lift my eyes 
               I’ll lift my eyes to You 
               While there’s hope in this heart 
               I will praise You Lord 
 

Chorus   The joy of the Lord is my strength 
               The joy of the Lord is my strength 
               In the darkness I’ll dance 
               In the shadows I’ll sing 
               The joy of the Lord is my strength 
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Verse 3   When I cannot see You with my eyes 
               Let faith arise to You 
               When I cannot feel Your hand in mine 
               Let faith arise to You 
               God of mercy and love I will praise You Lord 
 

Verse 4   Oh You shine with glory Lord of light 
               I feel alive with You 
               In Your presence now I come alive 
               I am alive with You 
               There is strength when I say 
               I will praise You Lord 
Bridge    When sorrow comes my way 
               You are the shield around me 
               Always You remain 
               My courage in the fight 
               I hear You call my name Jesus I am coming 
               Walking on the waves reaching for Your light 
 

 

The COLLECT PRAYER  
 

God of power and mercy, 

you call us once again to celebrate the coming of your Son. 

Remove those things which hinder love of you,  

that when he comes, he may find us waiting in awe and 

wonder for him who lives and reigns with you and  

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
The children leave the assembly to return for the Holy Eucharist. 
 

A READING   
Book of Isaiah 35. 1-10 
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The GOSPEL  Saint Matthew 11. 2-11 
 

A CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
 

The PRAYERS of the CHURCH 
 

The PEACE 
 

 

A SONG    You are Emmanuel 
 

Verse 1   You are the rock that will not fall 
                You are the God above us all 
                Oh Lord you are Emmanuel 
                You are Messiah who has come 
                You are the long awaited One 
                Oh Lord you are Emmanuel 
 

Chorus   Emmanuel among us and within us 
                Emmanuel to earth you freely came 
                To overcome our evil 
                To dwell among your people 
                Emmanuel (we praise Your name) 
 

Verse 2  You are the bright and morning star 
                You are the Healer of our hearts 
                Oh Lord you are Emmanuel 
                You are the song the angels sing 
                You are the mighty King of kings 
                You are Emmanuel 
 

Bridge      / Emmanuel / 4 
 

Ending     Oh Emmanuel we praise your name 
                  Emmanuel 
                  Rejoice                            CCLI Song # 1511638 
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The PRAYER over the GIFTS 
 

God of hope, 

renew in us the joy of your salvation and make us a living 

sacrifice to you, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The INVITATION to HOLY COMMUNION 
 

In the homes of Peter, Jarius, Zaccheus, Joanna, Mary and 
Martha, Jesus was the guest. At this table, he is the host.  
If you wish to serve Jesus, you must first be served by him. 
If you want to follow Jesus, you must first be fed by him. 
So come, all you who hunger and thirst for a deeper faith, for 
a better life, for a fairer world. Jesus Christ, who has sat at our 
tables, now invites us to his. 
 

The STORY 
Among friends, gathered round a table, Jesus took bread, 
and, having blessed it, He broke the bread and gave it to his 
disciples, Saying, 'this is my body which is given for you.' 
In the same way he took wine, and, having given thanks for 
it, He poured it out and gave the cup to his disciples, saying, 
'this cup is the new relationship with God, sealed with my 
blood. Take this and share it’. So now we take this bread and 
wine, gifts of the living earth and of human labour. In these, 
Jesus has promised to be present; through these, Christ can 
make us whole. 
 

The THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you, 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts, 
We lift them up to God. 
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Let us give thanks to God, 
It is right to give both thanks and praise. 
 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; 
we give you thanks and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
by whom your holy name is proclaimed on heaven and 
earth. 
 
 

Lower voices: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord. 
Higher voices;   
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord. God of power, God of might. 
your glory fills heaven and earth. Hosanna in the highest  
Blessed is he who comes in your name oh Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest 
 

But our praise alone is but part of our fulfilling your purpose, 
so we remember him who came and lived and died among 
your children, because words are not enough.  
 

Setting aside our words and our will, lifting up our hearts, we 
ask for the healing, the accepting, and the forgiving which 
Christ alone can offer.  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, present with us now, as we do in this place 
what you did in an upstairs room, breathe your Spirit upon 
us and upon this bread and this wine, that they may be your 
own food and drink; renewing, sustaining and making us 
whole. Grant that the Church in this place may be your body 
and blood to the world, proclaiming the salvation and life to 
be found in you. 

The PRAYER of JESUS 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
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Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The BREAKING of the BREAD 
 

These are the gifts of God for all the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

The SHARING of the EUCHARIST 
 

A SONG   
Breath of heaven 
 

The PRAYER after COMMUNION 
 

Merciful God, 

may this eucharist free us from our sins, fill us with 

unending joy, and prepare us for the birthday of our 

Saviour. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, 

who is Lord now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The BLESSING 
 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your 

hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God  

and of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord. And the blessing  

of God almighty; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you, 

and remain with you, now and always. Amen.  
 

A SONG    
Let the river flow. 
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Verse 
Let the poor man say 
I am rich in Him 
Let the lost man say 
I am found in Him 
Let the river flow 
Let the blind man say 
I can see again 
Let the dead man say 
I am born again 
// Let the river flow // 
 
Chorus 
// Let the river flow // 
Holy Spirit come 
Move in power 
(Let the river flow) 
 
Bridge 
/ Let the river flow / 4 

CCLI Song # 1686824 
 

The SENDING 
 

Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
you wish to be  
 

The Church of St. John the Evangelist 
www.rockonlocke.ca 

 


