
Edward Hick’s Peaceable Kingdom and Myron’s Sermon of Dec. 04, 2022 
An Invitation to Theopoetic Engagement 

 

Dear St. Paul’s Friends, 

 

In our worship at St. Paul’s on Dec. 04, during the children’s time, Myron handed out 

pictures of one of Edward Hick’s ‘Peaceable Kingdom’ series, this one being painted 

between 1830 and 1840. Later in the service, during his sermon, Myron mentioned that a 

malaise of modernity is the loss of the role of story in our culture, referencing Stanley 

Hauerwas’ comment that modernity espouses a  “… story that you should have no story 

except the story you chose when you had no story”. 

 

Myron explained that “The thing is the way we tell stories and the stories that we tell, really 

affect how we see things, how we interpret them, how we understand… and the big stories 

talk about some really deep fundamental realities that cause us to make sense of our world 

or help us to make sense of ourselves and our world.”, and went on to state the importance 

of God’s stories in forming our faith lives. 
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Regarding the Hicks painting, what struck me was the cluster of settlers and Native North 

Americans in the bottom left corner. I was immediately curious about that element in 

Hick’s visual story of the Isaiah reading … Was it a contrasting juxtaposition? A 

foreshadowing? An endorsement or a criticism? Can it hold the same meaning as intended 

some 180 years later? What meaning or reaction would it engender for those without a 

Western worldview, or with different historical experiences? 

 

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Edward_Hicks_-_Peaceable_Kingdom_-

_Google_Art_Project.jpg 

 

My curiosity was heightened in noting that colonialism is one of the hallmarks of early 

modernity, and this series was painted at the height of late modernity… when modernity’s 

processes were enshrined and ensconced, and before the shock of the first ‘modern war’, 

World War I had unleashed tremors that shook the conceptual foundations of the Western 

world. 

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Edward_Hicks_-_Peaceable_Kingdom_-_Google_Art_Project.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Edward_Hicks_-_Peaceable_Kingdom_-_Google_Art_Project.jpg
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It is fair to say that Edward Hicks was obsessed with the theme of Isaiah 11, insofar as he 

painted more than 60 variations of this work through his life. A very small amount of 

research shows that the figures in the bottom left relate to William Penn negotiating a 

peace treaty, as indicated by the second image in this note. Wikipedia indicates that 

“The Treaty of Shackamaxon, also called the Great Treaty and Penn's Treaty, was a 
legendary treaty between William Penn and Tamanend of the Lenape signed in 
1682.[1] Penn and Tamanend agreed that their people would live in a state of perpetual 
peace.” The treaty signing was clearly very important to Hicks, as it surfaces again and 

again in his reflection on the Isaiah reading. 
 

So… the invitation to theopoetic engagement… 

 

The process of theopoetics I am exploring through Interface is to (i) hold an awareness of a 

portion of scripture; (ii) engage with an artist’s interpretation of the work for creative 

stimulus; (iii) interweave a community’s dialogue in response (iv) incorporate a measure 

of learned guidance, and (v) with all of the above being grounded in prayer and worship (in 

this instance ‘spring boarding’ off of Myron’s sermon re the role and effect of story for the 

People of God). Hopefully, the community can corporately grow in its understanding of 

God’s call and purpose in a manner that leads to fruitful application both within and 

without the community itself.  

Personally, I was flooded with many questions, musings, and hints of where to seek 

wisdom by the blend of Myron’s sermon and Hick’s painting. I did a quick double-check 

with Myron about raising this concept and sending this letter, and received a ‘green light.’ I 

am very curious to draw on the community’s wisdom in learning how to hold our stories well 

and for the good of our fellowship and the world around us. I am also curious to grow into a 

process where we can ‘extend’ our Sunday’s revelations and teachings further into our week, 

so to speak. 

 

 

The Invitation: 

Consider the scripture again, engage with the art and Myron’s sermon again, and take note 

of what rises in your heart and mind. Somewhere, somehow, someday soon we will find a 

means to gather for some further dialogue that arises. I do not know if that will be in 

person, online, or through exchanging thoughts in writing. I will be talking further to Myron 

about this. Perhaps we can grow into a new process together. I will confess to not having a 

concrete plan but am equally comfortable to say I have received a Holy Nudge that should 

be explored, even if only to a dead end. 😊  

 

Contact me by email at interfaceworship@gmail.com if interested. 

 

Jim Robertson 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Penn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tamanend
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lenape
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Shackamaxon#cite_note-1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K8y4Npziw0c&t=3908s
mailto:interfaceworship@gmail.com
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Isaiah 11:1-10: The Branch From Jesse 

11 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 

    from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— 

    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 

    the Spirit of counsel and of might, 

    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord— 
3 and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. 

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 

    or decide by what he hears with his ears; 
4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 

    with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 

He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 

    with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 
5 Righteousness will be his belt 

    and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 

6 The wolf will live with the lamb, 

    the leopard will lie down with the goat, 

the calf and the lion and the yearling[a] together; 

    and a little child will lead them. 
7 The cow will feed with the bear, 

    their young will lie down together, 

    and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 
8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den, 

    and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 
9 They will neither harm nor destroy 

    on all my holy mountain, 

for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord 

    as the waters cover the sea. 

10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally 

to him, and his resting place will be glorious.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2011&version=NIV#fen-NIV-17891a

