
December 11, 2022 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Theme: We can choose a better way 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

 

+ WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD + 

 

PRELUDE   O Sanctissima - setting by Michael Burkhardt 

 

WELCOME 

 

HYMN ELW 244 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers vs. 1 and 4 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

…And without fail, God wiggles God’s self into the cracks of our lives, and we are made better 

for it. So with that confidence, let us go to God in prayer: 

 
God of mercy, 

a million times a day we have the opportunity to be gracious, to assume the best in others, to give the 

benefit of the doubt.  A million times a day we could choose the better way, but so often we don’t. Fear 

and greed kick in. Assumptions and insecurities take the wheel. Comparison and critique lead the 

charge. 

Forgive us for forgetting that we are descendants of Joseph. 

Forgive us for forgetting that grace and mercy are in our blood. 

Forgive us for forgetting that all belong to you. 

Give us the courage to love even bigger than before, 

and the wisdom to choose a better way. 

Amen. 
 

Family of Faith, hear this good news: 

We who have chosen wrong, are given a second chance. 

We who have lost our way, are welcomed into community. 

We who feel alone, are seen, held, and known. 

This is the good news of the gospel. 

No matter how many times we choose wrong or lose our way, 

God continues to be a God of second chances, community, and love. 

Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 

 

SONG OF REFLECTION   A Better Way 

(sung to the tune of God Rest You Merry) 

 

When Joseph learned of Mary’s state he pondered her disgrace 

He calculated all the shame the scandal would create 

But not content to see her stoned he offered her some grace 

Oh there is a better way, God’s better way, 

Oh we can choose the better way. 



 

Like Joseph woke from sleep to find his pathway had been changed 

Still here today God calls us all to choose the better way 

Beyond our wildest dreams is still a calling that remains 

Oh there is a better way, God’s better way, 

Oh we can choose the better way. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Please be seated 

OUR MINISTRY TOGETHER – 2022 

 A review of 2022 

 Recognition of Outgoing Council Members 

 

+ WE HEAR GOD’S WORD + 

 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 35:1-10 

 

At the conclusion of the reading: 

The Word of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 510 Word of God, come down on earth 

Word of God, come down on earth, 

living rain from heav'n descending; 

touch our hearts and bring to birth 

faith and hope and love unending. 

Word almighty, we revere you; 

Word made flesh, we long to hear you. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25 

 

At the beginning of the reading: 

The holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

At the conclusion of the reading: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

MESSAGE 

 

OUR MINISTY TOGETHER – The Business 

 Approve minutes from Annual Meeting 2021 

Election of New Council Persons 

 2023 Budget Presentation and Vote 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

We believe in a God who offers second chances 

and does not hold grudges. 

We believe in a God who opens the door to new life 

and leaves the porch light on for us when we get lost. 

We believe in a God who believes in us— 

believes that we can make a difference, 

that we can choose grace over comparison, 

love over hate, 

peace over war. 

And so we strive to live our lives in love. 

We strive to listen as Joseph listened, 

and to be the people that God calls us to be. 

It’s all that easy, and it’s all that hard. 

This we believe. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

ADULT CHOIR ANTHEM Behold a Virgin bearing Him - 17th century tune 

 

OFFERTORY ELW 241  O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

 

O Lord, how shall I meet you, 

how welcome you aright? 

Your people long to greet you, 

my hope, my heart's delight! 

Oh, kindle, Lord most holy, 

your lamp within my breast 

to do in spirit lowly 

all that may please you best. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

God of step-fathers and adopted parents… And may we be a little more like Joseph, but mainly, may we 

be a little more like you.  With hope in our hearts we pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

OUR MINISTRY TOGETHER – Looking Ahead 

  



+ WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE + 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BENEDICTION 

As you leave this place, may you go knowing that 

from generation to generation, 

we have been claimed and loved. 

From generation to generation, 

God has been by our side. 

From generation to generation, 

we are not alone. 

The God of yesterday and the God of tomorrow 

knows you by name, loves you, and calls you forth, 

saying, “Go be the person you are called to be, 

love wildly, do justice, and come back soon.” 

May it be so. Amen. 

 

HYMN ELW 260 The King Shall Come 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE   Rejoice in the Lord Always - Jeff Enns 

 
The liturgy for today’s worship service was reprinted by permission from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright 2022 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #45176. The hymns and songs unless otherwise noted, are covered under 

copyright licenses; CCLI 1490857, OneLicense.net A-709256, or are Public Domain. Copyright 2022.  Advent liturgy 

pieces by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed and Song of Reflection written by Rev. Anna Strickland| A Sanctified Art LLC 

|sanctifiedart.org” 

 

  

PRAYER LIST 

Please continue to keep the following people connected to our congregation in your prayers: Bob Moran, 

Brian Allebach, Charles Krupp, David Mounts, Leah Crater, Steve Keyser, Sydney Crossin, Andrew 

Robison, Silas Reed, Ruth Jadick, Pat Ernst, Joan Miller, Pastor Jennifer Phelps, Kassondra Sowden, 

Paige & Peyton Seasock, Kathleen Casey, Barry Yoder, Karl Gross, Willie Herbst, Tal Umstead and 

Sandra Umstead.  

  



 Mark Your Calendar 

 Monday, Dec. 12  7:30pm Council Meeting 

Wednesday, Dec 14  10am Dwelling in the Word 

Thursday, Dec. 15  10am Card Crew 

Saturday, Dec. 17  4-6pm Journey to Bethlehem (rain date Sunday 4-6pm)    

Sunday, Dec. 18  9am Faith Formation all ages 

    10:15am Fourth Sunday in Advent with Christmas Play 
   

     

This Advent, our Angel Tree is in the narthex and includes gift tags for Pennsburg Manor. To purchase 

a gift, simply pick out the tag you’d like, sign it out on the sheet in the narthex and then purchase the 

item listed on the tag. All gifts should be wrapped with the gift tag securely attached and returned to the 

table in the parlor labeled Pennsburg Manor by TODAY, Sunday, December 11. 

 

Our online Angel Tree will support the Open Link’s Christmas Room. Items on this list should be 

UNWRAPPED and dropped off in the parlor by TODAY, Sunday, December 11 as well. To see the 

list of suggested gift items,  

got to: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b084fa8ad2caafd0-open  

however, any new item for children or teens is acceptable. 

Join us TONIGHT!!  Jesus ‘n’ Jammies from  5:30-7pm (ages pre-k -?) Craft, game, movie, snacks 

and TONS OF FUN! Our theme is All About Christmas!  Wear your jammies, bring your favorite stuffy 

and a blanket. 

Journey to Jerusalem, Saturday, December 17th from 4-6 pm.  Spread the word! It’s a contact-free 

drive thru experience that tells the story of Christmas, with live animals, live music, refreshments and a 

bonfire.   If you’d like to join the fun we are looking for volunteers to help set up, actors to portray Mary 

and Joseph in the stations (no speaking parts, just dress up be part of the scene), and we need hospitality 

help to serve refreshments!  Please got to: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b084fa8ad2caafd0-

journey to sign up to help. 

Calling all Youth—Grades 6-12  Join us Thursday, December 22 from 6-8pm as we celebrate the 

Christmas season.  Please bring a snack or treat to share, a $10 wrapped unisex gift for the gift 

exchange, your competitive spirit (we’ll be playing holiday-themed games!) and a friend to join in the 

fun!  Please RSVP to Pastor Becky by December 18th to let us know that you’ll be at the party.  We 

hope to see you there! 

The Card Crew will be meeting on Thursday, Dec. 15th at 10am.  Come join us! 

Winter Book Club is looking for a book suggestions for the January read.  Please email your 

suggestions to PastorBecky74@gmail.com.  Once a book is selected, the book and a date will be 

announced. 



 

 


