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INTRODUCTION 
A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the desert shall 
rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points to the unexpected and transforming signs of God’s reign. 
We wait with patience for the coming of the Lord, even as we rejoice at his presence among us 
this day: in word and holy supper, in church and in our homes, in silent reflection and in works 
of justice and love. We pray that God would open our eyes and ears to the wonders of Christ’s 
advent among us. 
 
 
PRELUDE  I Owe the Lord a Morning Song arr. Christian Yoder Women’s Ensemble 
     
WELCOME  (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 
HYMN OF LIGHT Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (ELW 240) 
VERSES 1-3 ONLY 
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AS THREE CANDLES ARE LIT… 
Praise to you, O God, who holds our joy and sorrow. 
You bring water to parched ground and life out of death. 
Bless us as this light grows, 
and send sorrow and sighing to flee away. 
Give us strength and patience, 
trusting that you are true to your promises. 
Transform the lives of all who suffer 
with your wonders near at hand. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG   Lost in the Night (ELW 243) 
 

 



3 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE (ELW p. 147) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, that, 
transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
  the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
 like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 
  and rejoice with joy and singing. 
 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
 They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
  the majesty of our God. 
 
 3Strengthen the weak hands, 
  and make firm the feeble knees. 
 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
  “Be strong, do not fear! 
 Here is your God. 
  He will come with vengeance, 
 with terrible recompense. 
  He will come and save you.” 
 
 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
  and streams in the desert; 
 7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 
 8A highway shall be there, 
  and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
 the unclean shall not travel on it, 
  but it shall be for God’s people; 
  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
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 9No lion shall be there, 
  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
 they shall not be found there, 
  but the redeemed shall walk there. 
 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 
  and come to Zion with singing; 
 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING: James 5:7-10 
A reading from James. 
7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious 
crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also 
must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not 
grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the 
doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 11:2-11 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and 
said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4Jesus answered 
them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, 
the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news 
brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out 
into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? 
Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What 
then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the 
one about whom it is written,  
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 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; 
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding! (MERTON) (ELW 246) 

 
 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
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born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
In this season of Advent, it is our responsibility and joy to prepare ourselves to hear once more 
the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and to see the Son of God lying in a manger. 
 
Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our 
rebellion against God until the glorious redemption brought to us by God’s holy Child Jesus, and 
let us look forward to the yearly remembrance of his birth with hymns and songs of praise. 
Lord in you mercy  Hear our prayer 
 
But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world, for peace and justice on the whole earth, 
for the unity and mission of the Church for which he died.  For pastors and bishops and all who 
work to spread the Good News. 
Lord in your mercy  Hear our prayer 
 
And because God particularly loves them, let us remember in God’s name the poor and 
helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and 
those who feel unloved, those who suffer from depression brought on by the holidays, the aged 
and little children, as well as all those who do not yet know and love the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Lord in your mercy  Hear our prayer 
 
We celebrate with those having birthdays and anniversaries this week.  May God bless them 
with many more.   We ask prayers for those we mention now, either silently or aloud… 
Lord in your mercy  Hear our prayer 
 
Christ come into our world of darkness; Light up our lives with your coming. 
Fulfill all our longings with the joy of your birth. 
Strengthen our resolve to work for change in our world 
and to share the hope of your birth that each Advent brings. 
AMEN 
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PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give  
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church app!  
 
OFFERTORY    He Shall Feed His Flock   Women’s Ensemble 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN Come Now, O Prince of Peace: Ososŏ, ososŏ (ELW 247) 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom 
and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
and make us messengers of your mercy and love 
for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
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DIALOGUE 

 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153) 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 
our Salvation and our Hope, 
we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 
you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 

At this end of the ages 
your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 
and to heal all the suffering world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
in righteousness and peace. 

Send your Spirit on us 
and on this bread and wine we share: 
strengthen our faith, 
increase our hope, 
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 154) 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
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but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154) 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Faithful God, 
in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 
As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
Guide us toward your promised future, 
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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BLESSING 
God the eternal Word, 
who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG     Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers (ELW 244) 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Asst/Lector: Stephen 
Chikosky; Time with Children: Cheryl Huebner; Children’s Church Leader: Lucy Crawford; Livestream: 
Doug Debrick; Greeter: Tammy Thompson; Ushers: John Laughlin, Karl Runser; Acolyte: Dessa 


