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Dear Lord of Life,

In this advent season, we are faithfully preparing for Jesus to
come into the world, to live among us, which is the miracle of
the incarnation. We are also preparing for a new year at Lord of
Life. Typically we carry some deficit in December and it is not
made up by one or two people in the congregation, it comes
from the generosity of many people giving faithfully. This year,
we have the opportunity to be even more generous than ever.
We have the chance to respond to a challenge before us. In
order to finish this year without having to pull from reserves,
we would need to raise $68,000.

I am sharing this with the congregation not to alarm or place
guilt, but to communicate clearly and in the spirit of
transparency. I want all the members to know where we stand
as a church so that as we are able, we can work together in
order to finish this year strong. We need to respond in faith
and by giving out of the generosity and blessings God has
bestowed on us and together, we can be a part of the miracles
God is doing this season.

If you are able and desire to be a part of what God is doing at
Lord of Life, I ask you to faithfully consider what you can give
to help us finish this year in a good position to do ministry in
the church and in the community in 2023. It is my deepest
prayer that we have opportunities to grow in faith, fellowship,
and further the Kingdom of God next year and the many years
to come.

I am grateful for always this community
works together to do wondrous things in
the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord of Life.

Christmas Blessings,
Pastor Adam



Santa Lucia
This Christmas season the Children and Hunger
Committee will again be organizing LoL's
participation in the holiday meal program with
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel parish. Please sign up
and then bring to LoL specific grocery items. The
sign-up sheets will be available on Sundays,
November 27 and December 4 & 11. We plan to fill
four large and four medium sized boxes. We will
include frozen turkeys in all the boxes. You may
drop off nonperishable items until December 17.
Please bring all perishable items to the church on
Saturday, December 17 by 11:00 AM. Thank you
very much for your generosity and your help.

Christmas Meal Boxes
There will be a Santa Lucia program and
Smorgasbord on Sunday, Dec 11 at 5:00.
Tickets will be on sale before and after the
service. The cost for the tickets are $15 per
adult, $7 for children 5 – 11, children under 5
are free, and families will pay a maximum of
$45. All profits will go to the ministry fund. 

Our 2022 Poinsettias this year will come in a
foiled 6-1/2” sized pot with 5 or more flowers
on the plant.  The cost is $15.00 per plant.
Please mark the color you prefer (red or
white), how many plants you are ordering and
the amount enclosed. Please place your order
envelope in the collection plate or give it to
the church office by December 15th at the
very latest! 

 

 
Christmas Poinsettia



5 Bruce D.
8 Art K..
10 Raymond S

17 Ray S.
25 Paul R.
26 Mason C.

Senior Spirits will meets on Thursday December
15th at noon. We will have a Christmas themed
celebration. Please bring a favorite dish to share
and your own beverage. We are going to have a
$10.00 Gift Card exchange if you wish to
participate. 

Remember everyone is welcome. Questions
contact Marilynn Sells at 630-927-9996

Senior Spirits

In December, we will meet at Maggiano’s,
1847 Freedom Drive Naperville, on Tuesday,
December 13th at 11:30 am. If you are
interested in attending, please RSVP to Ron
& Linda Matta at 630-297-8894. 

Lunch Bunch
Final Donations for 2022

All cash and check donations for 2022 need to be
in the Church office by 10:00 AM on Friday,
December 30th in order to be included in the final
count for 2022. All electronic donations for 2022
need to be submitted by Thursday, December 15th
in order to be included in the final count.
 
Thank you!

Members of Lord of Life enthusiastically
volunteered to participate in our hospitality
activity for election day. The table filled with a
variety of snacks - which were donated by Sherry
Sejnost- attracted voters as they came and went
from the voting room. At times there were long
lines of people waiting to vote and the volunteers
enjoyed visiting with the voters and encouraged
them to partake of the treats. Bruce Danielson
came in very early in the a.m. to open the doors
for the election officials and stayed for a time to
greet votes. Other volunteers were: Arlene
Danielson, Carolynn Katt, Judy Padera, Bobbie
Sejnost, Connie Allekian, Jan Treibacks, Elsy and
Bob Eggert, Marilynn Sells, Elaine Sherman and
Sue Tomaszek. Pastor Adam spent most of the day
greeting voters and talking with those who were
interested in our church. All of the volunteers
enjoyed the interactions with the voters and many
voters expressed thanks for our hospitality.

Election at Lord of Life



Christian Ed – Sunday School started 10/9 – 4-5 kids in attendance. 

Personnel Committee – The Personnel committee met and will review the 2023 salary
recommendations at the next council meeting. 

Worship and Music Committee – The Worship and Music Committee met on Monday November
14th. To be discussed at Council but it was agreed that we continue with one Service at 10:00 AM for
the foreseeable future. We will plan to decorate the trees and the Sanctuary on the Sunday the 27th
immediately following service. Envelopes will be available to order Poinsettias at a cost of $15.00
each. We will check to make sure we have candles for the Advent Wreath and for both services on
Christmas Eve. We discussed Ushers and Communion and Altar Guild will provide a member to serve
as Communion Assistant. The next meeting is on 12-12-2022 @ 10:30 AM.

Finance – October donations were fair. The $15,147 total is the fifth lowest October in the last ten
years, trailing an outstanding 2021 ($23,223) by $8,076 and a very good 2020 ($20,441) by $5,295.
October expenses ($18,532) were higher than 2021 by $1,526 and higher than 2020 by $1,699. October
operations generated a $3,385 deficit. The year-to-date deficit increased to $46,879 the highest at
the end of ten months not only in the last ten years, but in the last 20 years by more than $16,500. At
the end of ten months, 83.33% of the year, 80.5% of the budget was spent. Most categories that
exceeded 80.5% were highly seasonal. As in prior years the percent expended is several percent
lower than the completed portion of the year. Donations through October recorded in Shepherd's
Staff agree in total and by fund with the financial records. No pass-through funds are overdrawn.
Seven on-line donations totaling $863 were received by the last counters report date (10/31/22).
There were no Thrivent donations (YTD there have been 3 Thrivent donations totaling $222). The
balance sheet remains strong. There is no long-term debt. Total assets have decreased by $47,131
since 12/31/21. The decrease is due to the operational deficit and resurfacing the parking lot. It
should be noted that the exceptional deficit stems from reduced donations. Compared to October of
2014 with a slightly lower year-to-date expense, donations are nearly $20,000 less and the deficit
nearly $23,000 higher. Without phenomenal donations during the next six weeks, Lord of Life will
end 2022 with a substantial operational deficit.  

Property – The new water cooler has been received and is in storage. Work will begin in November
with the removal of the old water cooler. Stephens Plumbing and Heating completed the fall HVAC
equipment check on November 3rd. During the check one of the Sanctuary thermostats failed and
has been replaced. Repair of the rotted potions of the cross along 75th Street along with bringing the
cross back into plumb has been completed. The gutters have been cleaned by Pastor Adam with the
aid of a local individual as a community service project. Pastor Adam has completed a sample
cleaning of the carpet and it looks to be practical to complete the cleaning ourselves saving
approximately $1,500 over commercial cleaning. Pastor is arranging the cleaning with a local person
as a community service project. Work on the audio/visual system in the Sanctuary continues. To
date the new ethernet line from the office to the Sanctuary has been completed along with a power
outlet at the new A/V desk location at the north side of the Sanctuary. Remaining work includes
moving the A/V desk to its new location and running the camera feeds to the desk. When completed
we will have cameras located in the northeast and southeast corners of the Sanctuary.

Committee Reports



Children and Hunger –The committee had their first meeting on November 13th after 10:00 service.
It was led by Committee Chairpersons Bob &Ellsy Eggert. We agreed this year to have eight bins
instead of twelve as we have done in the past for the Mt Carmel Christmas Turkey Dinner drive for
local families in need. Bob & Ellsy will be providing the bins. We will have a list of food needed for the
dinners and will be passing the list around at service starting Sunday, Nov 27th thru Sunday,
December 11th then on Saturday, December 17th at 9:30 we will all meet in the West Room to
assemble the bins and get them prepared for delivery to Mt Carmel that afternoon. Volunteers will
be needed on Saturday, December 17th to help assemble the bins, we will have a signup sheet in the
Narthex. 

Attendance – Last month attendance was really high. Hoping to see numbers go up for Advent. 

Pastor Adam had a wonderful trip to Ghana.  It was a great opportunity to get to know other
Lutherans from other countries. 

Santa Lucia December 11 is being planned. Committee planning meeting, posters made, tickets will
be created to be purchased.

Final selections made for the bench outside.  

Church Directory - Time scheduled for pictures and sign up underway.

Annual Meeting Date – Last Sunday in January the 29th at 11am

 

Council Highlights

Pictures Throughout the Month

"Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel." Isaiah 7:14





2022 Council Members
Sherry Sejnost - Council President, Evangelism, Reconciling in Christ

Arlene Danielson - Council Vice President, Finance
Stacie Plzak - Council Secretary

Connie Allekian -LCW, Nominating
Aimee Jimenez - Christian Education

Art Kardatzke - Property
Debbie McNichols - Hospitality

Judy Padera - Children and Hunger
Roberta Sejnost - Vision Team / Reconciling in Christ

Marilynn Sells - Worship and Music
Marla Suda - Christian Education

Jan Treiback - Stewardship
Pastor Adam - Social Ministry




