
Allan Ure Gilmour, 23 Jan 1878 - 3 Jun 1916 
 
Allan Ure Gilmour's plaque is located on the right side of the War Memorial Chapel's 
entrance near where the traditional medicines are located for dry smudging at St John the 
Evangelist Anglican Church in Ottawa. 
 
Allan was a member of St John's through the influence of his mother. His parents were John 
Gilmour 1849 - 1912, and Jessie Miller McLimont (Gilmour) 1854 - 1928. 
 
The Gilmours were a part of an historically influential family, originally from Scotland, 
whom were deeply involved with the development of the lumber industry in Canada's early 
days. Gilmour street, nearby to St John's was named after a previous Allan Gilmour, who 
was part of that same Gilmour Family. 
 
Allan Ure Gilmour worked with his father John in the timber industry, with an interruption 
from 1899 - 1902 in which Allan was a private in the 2nd Boer War. When the Great War 
broke out in 1914, Allan was among the first to enlist to serve in the Canadian war effort 
despite his Father having died two years earlier. 
 
He enlisted as a Private. A short while before his death in battle, he was slated for 
promotion to Corporal, which was later confirmed and bestowed posthumously. 
 
He died of wounds received while carrying ammunition forward for his machine gun, a few 
hundred yards from Lillegate at Ypres, Belgium in the memorialized location also known as 
Flander's Fields, at about 7 p.m, on the 2nd of June, 1916. He was wounded so severely by 
enemy shrapnel in the thigh that he died the following day at No. 13 Stationary Hospital, 
Boulogne, France where he had been conveyed. He was buried later the same day at 
Boulougne Eastern Cemetery. A memorial to him also is present at Beechwood Cemetery in 
Ottawa. 
 
Allan's mother was active at St. John's and her funeral was conducted at the church when 
she passed in 1928. Allan was the oldest son in the family, but 3 of his younger siblings, 
Dave, Suddie and Billy were well known in Ottawa as forwards for the Ottawa Hockey Club 
also known as the Silver Seven, which won the Stanley Cup in the days before the NHL was 
formed. 
 
More than a name on a plaque, Allan Ure Gilmour was a part of St John's along with his 
family and had a significant impact on our community. 
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