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Christ the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Welcomes YOU! 
You are a blessing to us as we come together to worship the LORD. 

 Holy Communion:    Jesus said of the communion of bread and wine,  
“This IS my Body…; This IS my Blood…” 

We believe those who receive Holy Communion receive Jesus Christ in His fullness. When we hear those 
words, we can rest in the fact that Jesus lived for us; he died for us; lives again for us; he heals us; he 
teaches us; he loves us. Jesus’ body and blood (through bread and wine) is a gift for you. This is the Lord’s 
table, and you are welcome to commune with us. 
 

Welcome Visitors: Thank you for visiting Christ the Good Shepherd.  Please stop by the Welcome Desk and 
to introduce yourself learn more about our church and our ministries. 
 

During Worship: 
For the consideration of others, please silence your cell phones and electronic devices.  
For your convenience, the nursery is available during worship.  Activity bags for your child’s use are 
available. Please ask an usher for assistance.  
LBW: Lutheran Book of Worship (green)  WOV: With One Voice (blue) 

Bible verses from New Revised Standard Version 
 

CGSLC services are on Capital Community Television (CC:TV) Channel 23 
Saturday 3:00 PM – Sunday 8:30 PM – Mondays 9:00 AM – Thursdays 9:00 PM 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel (CGSLC) 
 

 
PRELUDE     
 

        Please check with an usher to record your attendance. 

 

GATHERING SONG     “Anam Cara”            Caitlin Grey 

 
LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE  
 
OPENING 
Light and Peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord, our light, our hope, our encircle.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
 
Light of all light, out of the world’s primeval darkness you flooded the universe 
with light. In the quiet of this place, we wait and watch. In the stillness of our 
souls, from their fathomless depths, the sense of our hearts are awake to you. 
For the fresh soundings of life, for the new showings of light, we search in the 
silence of our spirits, O God.  
Amen. 
 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10  
A reading from Isaiah 
1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom; like the crocus  
2 it shall blossom abundantly rejoice with joy and shouting. The glory of Lebanon 
shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of 
the Lord, the majesty of our God.  
3 Strengthen the weak hands and make firm the feeble knees.  
4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your 
God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and 
save you.”  
5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be 
opened; 6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless 
sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness and streams in the 
desert;  
7 the burning sand shall become a pool and the thirsty ground springs of 
water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp; the grass shall become reeds 
and rushes.  



8 A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall 
not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall 
go astray.  
9 No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall 
not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there.  
10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with 
singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and 
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  
The Word of the Lord,  
Praise to you O Christ.   
 
RESPONSIVE READING: Luke 1:46-55  
46 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord,  
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant. Surely from now 
on all generations will call me blessed,  
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name;  
50 indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.  
51 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their hearts.  
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones and lifted up the lowly;  
53 he has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty.  
54 He has come to the aid of his child Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,  
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his 
descendants forever.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECOND READING: James 5:7-10  
A reading from James 
7 Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The 
farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it 
receives the early and the late rains.  
8 You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is 
near. 9 Brothers and sisters, do not grumble against one another, so that you 
may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors!  
10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers and sisters, take the 
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

CELTIC GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 11:2-11   
The Holy Gospel According to Matthew, Glory to you O Lord.  
2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by 
his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to 
wait for another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and 
see: 5 the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news 
brought to them. 6 And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”  
7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did 
you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind?  
8 What, then, did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those 
who wear soft robes are in royal palaces.  
9 What, then, did you go out to see? A prophet?  Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my 
messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’  
11 “Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than 
John the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  
The Word of the Lord,  
Praise to you O Christ.   



MESSAGE              Vicar Sena Norton 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY   “Canticle of Turning”                Gary Dagel 
 
CREED (IN A CELTIC TRADITION) 
We give voice to our faith using a Celtic Creed 
We believe, O God of all gods, that you are the eternal God of Life. We believe, 
O God of all gods, that you are the eternal God of Love. We believe, O God and 
Maker of all creation, that you are the creator of the high heavens, that you 
are the creator of the deep seas, that you are the creator of the stable earth. 
We believe, O God of all peoples, that you created our souls and set their 
warp, that you created our bodies and gave them breath, that you made us in 
your image, for connection, for times of rest, to be with you and with each 
other, with self and with all of creation. We give you worship with all of our 
heart, we give you trust with all of our soul, we give our lives to you with all of 
our mind and body, yielding our desires and our busyness to your Divine Plan 
for rest and renewal, discipleship and service, eternal Fire of Life and Love.  
Amen. 
 
INTERCESSORY PRAYERS                      

God of love—Father, Son and Holy Spirit: You loved us before we ever knew 
You…. Jesus our redeemer, hear our prayer. 
 
PEACE 
The Deep Peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

The congregation is invited to share the peace with one another. 
 
 
OFFERING   Please give online at Tithely or drop your offering in the plates provided in 

the Narthex. Contact an usher for assistance. 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING AND EUCHARIST PRAYER: 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts 
We lift them up to the Lord of the Sabbath. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right and restorative to give our thanks and praise. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, afraid, tired and weary, Our Lord Jesus 
turned to God: took bread and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to the disciples 
saying: Take and eat, this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
reverberance of me.  
 



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember our Brother Jesus, who walks the Way of 
the Cross to rest and resurrection, the Way of Sabbath and caring connection. 
Who touches us in times of hardship and suffering….and turns our tears into 
dancing. 
 

Blessed is the Spirit who soars like the wild goose, raising us up to New Life 
Come Holy Spirit. Weave our lives and all creation into your rhythm of rest and 
renewal. Come Holy Spirit. Weave our lives and all creation together into one 
tapestry of wholeness and love. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  
 

Come forward to receive gluten free bread, wine or juice. If you prefer – a blessing. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray….  
We give you thanks, most gracious God, that you have fed us with the bread of 
heaven and given us a foretaste of Paradise. Enliven us to be your body in the 
world and to serve those who are in need; through Jesus Christ the power of 
God 
Amen.  
 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
BLESSING 
The God of Peace, who creates all things and calls them good, who makes us 

alive in Jesus, and who breathes on us the Spirit of Hope, ☩ bless you now and 
forever.  
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG    “Magnificat”  A Capella Hymn  
 
DISMISSAL 
May the Love of all of our Souls be with you now and always.  
Thanks be to God.   
 

RIC Education Hour after Service in the Gathering Space 

 
NOTES 
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Join us every through December 21st looking at scriptures for the following 

Sunday service’s 

10-11am in the Gathering Space 

See you there! 

 

Backpack Buddies 
A Thrivent giving link is LIVE– Check out our Facebook Page 

 

 
 

Fred Meyer is offering another way to donate to our Backpack Buddies program!  You can link 

your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to their Community Rewards program and they will distribute 

quarterly donations to Christ the Good Shepherd. The amount we receive is related to how 

many customers select our organization and how much they shop. You will still get rewards 

points, fuel points, and rebates. Every time you shop with your linked Rewards Card at Fred 

Meyer, you’re helping the Backpack Buddies program.  And the more supporters who link 

their Rewards Card to Christ the Good Shepherd, the more we will earn. 

Just follow the steps below: 

1.  Go online to fredmeyer.com/communityrewards  

2.  Register and create an online account to link your card to Christ the Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church.  

3.  Follow the steps, fill in the information, and put our number in:  #90188 

That’s all there is to it! Tell your friends and neighbors too. We thank you and the children we 

serve thank you. 
  

Support us when you shop on Amazon. Backpack Buddies will receive 5% of each 

sale. For each purchase you make, start by going to  smile.amazon.com/ch/93-

0475178 and Amazon donates to Christ the Good Shepherd Lutheran. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=1QI5RH08LQVOQ&K=1FM713G33J2KY&M=urn:rtn:msg:201802051908123caa4c04d4e34a5a8aa4f05222c0p0na&R=1TCPN42PL1R6Y&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F93-0475178&H=BG1HYRLNULRHGXDI38VUKFXCPXYA
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=1QI5RH08LQVOQ&K=1FM713G33J2KY&M=urn:rtn:msg:201802051908123caa4c04d4e34a5a8aa4f05222c0p0na&R=1TCPN42PL1R6Y&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F93-0475178&H=BG1HYRLNULRHGXDI38VUKFXCPXYA


Christ the Good Shepherd 

• 18th – Advent 4: Incarnation 

• 21st – Longest Night; featuring Violin & Viola, at 6pm  

• 24th – Christmas Eve; Christmas Eve Vespers Candlelight Service, 

at 7pm 

• 25th – Christmas Day; Verses, Carols & Cookies, at 10am  
 

 

Updating Parish Records 
 

If you know anyone since 2015 that has passed away, married, baptized, 

confirmed, or become a member a signup sheet will be available. To ensure 

all names are included on Parish records please sign the sheet. If you are 

unsure if a name has been previously added please sign and we will cross 

check it with our current records, Vicar Sena has the page copies to fill out. 
 

Christmas Planning 
 

Everyone is invited to attend services at any location and with any 

of our Lutheran Family congregations. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Cross 
 

• 24th – Christmas Eve; Choir & Music based Service, at 4:30pm 

• 25th – Christmas Day with Pr. Curtis Zieske; 

A Traditional Christmas Service, at 10am 

 

 St. Mark 
 

• 24th – Christmas Eve Service at 5:30pm  

• 25th – Christmas Day Services at 10am 



Advent blessings to you all! 
 

Here is an update on things important to our ministry. 
 

1. We are in the process of forming a Joint Call Committee with Holy Cross to 
facilitate extending a call for a shared pastor. Each congregation may have 4 
representatives on the committee. The committee will begin meeting in 
December in anticipation of candidate name(s) from the synod beginning in 
January.  

 

2. The budget committee will be meeting beginning in mid-December to prepare 
our budget for the 2023 calendar year. Please hold the committee and the 
budgeting process in your prayers – and contact Heidi or Cindy if you would like 
to participate. 
 

3. We voted, as a congregation, to undertake the RIC process. Education is a 
required part of the process. If you were not able to attend the first session in 
November, please plan to attend on December 11th after service.  

 

4. Please consider making a year-end gift to the church to help alleviate our 
current budget deficit. Your Council and the Budget Committee would greatly 
appreciate your support. Remember that year-end gifts must arrive to the 
church office by December 31st. 
 

5. If you would like to contribute to the staff appreciation gift for Vicar Sena and 
our Parish Administrator, Kimberley, please pick up a staff gift envelope at the 
sanctuary entrance. Gifts appreciated by December 18th. Cards, cookies, and 
Christmas treats are welcome, too! (Mindful of tree nut allergy for the Vicar) 

 

Thank you all for all you do in service to God through this congregation. We are 

all truly a blessing to each other and to the community. 

With love and gratitude 

Your sisters in faith, 

Cindy Spicer & Heidi Pramuk 
 


