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JUSTICE

SS Ayrfield in Homebush Bay

Nature finds a way…



• v. 33: “See, the Lord, the Lord Almighty, 
    will lop off the boughs with great power. 
The lofty trees will be felled, 
    the tall ones will be brought low.” 

• Only stumps will remain

Isaiah 10

• V. 1: “A shoot will come up from the stump of 
Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.”  

• Major theme: justice 

• Isaiah 40:4: Every valley shall be raised up, 
    every mountain and hill made low; 
the rough ground shall become level, 
    the rugged places a plain. 

• Valleys: marginalized, oppressed; 
Mountains: privileged, wealthy 

• Great levelling operation

Isaiah 11
2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, 
    and like a root out of dry ground. 
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to 
him, nothing in his appearance that we should 
desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by mankind, 
    a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 
Like one from whom people hide their faces 
    he was despised, and we held him in low 
esteem.

Isaiah 53:2-5



4 Surely he took up our pain 
    and bore our suffering, 
yet we considered him punished by God, 
    stricken by him, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, 
    he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was on 
him, and by his wounds we are healed.

Isaiah 53:2-5
• V. 2: “The Spirit of the Lord will rest on 

him…”  

• particularly gifted by the Spirit of God for a 
specific purpose  

• V. 3-4: the ways he will impart justice, favour 
the poor, harsh to the oppressors 

• Vv. 6-8: poetic description of the Kingdom of 
God

Isaiah 11
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• Ancient Near Eastern royals defeating 
predators 

• Ex: David, 1 Samuel 17:34-37:  
“…whenever a lion or a bear came, and 
took a lamb from the flock, I went after it 
and struck it down…” 

• not overpowering and killing the lion, but 
leading the lion alongside the lamb 

Shepherding imagery
• Fullness, completeness, reconciliation 

• each and every person has what they need 
to flourish  

• Reconciliation between us and God, and one 
another 

• prevention of enmity and war  

• it is through Jesus Christ that we can 
experience shalom

Shalom

• Holy Spirit: John 14:27: “Peace I leave with 
you…” 

• Experience and know God 

• Isaiah 11:9: “…the earth will be filled with 
the knowledge of the Lord”

Shalom
• Luke 4:18-19: “The Spirit of the Lord is on 

me, because he has anointed me  to 
proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the 
prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favour.”

What do we do with this?



• Philippians 2:5-11: In your relationships with 
one another, have the same mindset as Christ 
Jesus: 
Who, being in very nature God, 
    did not consider equality with God something 
to be used to his own advantage; 
 rather, he made himself nothing 
    by taking the very nature of a servant, 
    being made in human likeness. 
And being found in appearance as a man, 
    he humbled himself 
    by becoming obedient to death— 
        even death on a cross!  

What do we do with this?
• Philippians 2:5-11:Therefore God exalted 

him to the highest place 
    and gave him the name that is above 
every name, that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 
 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father.

What do we do with this?

• In your relationships, have the same mindset 
of Christ Jesus: humility, love, deference 

• Caring for the vulnerable and marginalized 
- Kingdom justice 

• Long for the day when Christ returns and 
true shalom shall occur 

• Lord Jesus, come

What do we do with this?


