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Peace Lutheran Church + ELCA + Menomonie, WI 

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
Worship with Holy Communion  
9 a.m. Sunday, December 4, 2022 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
INVOCATION  
We gather in the name of God, the Creator of Light; + Jesus, the Light of the World; and 
the Holy Spirit, the Light who illumines our path. 
Amen. 
 
CONFESSION 
In this season of light, let us go before God and confess how our words and actions 
contribute to the darkness instead of adding to the light.   
God of Love and Light, 
We confess that we are not always the light-bearers you desire us to be.  We shine 
a spotlight on the transgressions of others while trying to keep our own sins 
hidden in the dark. We burn bridges by being impatient, opinionated and 
judgmental. We inflame others by lashing out in anger. We go through our days 
enveloped in the gloom of fear and doubt. We let our witness become a smoldering 
ember until it dies out completely. 
 
Forgive us Jesus, Everlasting Light. Come to us, abide with us, our Lord, 
Emmanuel. Teach us to walk as children of light, surrounded by your love, 
forgiveness and healing. We ask this in the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 
God is light, and in God there is no darkness as all.  If we walk in the light as God is in 
the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus cleanses us from 
all sin.   
Amen. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
 
And also with you! 
Let us sing together: 
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ADVENT KYRIE + Tune: Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

ADVENT GLORY TO GOD + Tune: Angels We Have Heard on High  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH + WEEK TWO: THE CANDLE OF PEACE 
Last Sunday we lit the candle of Hope, remembering the hope which comes in Christ. 
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Today we light the second candle of Advent, the candle of Peace. (Light the Candles of 
Hope and Peace). 
 

God has a peaceful dream for the world, and we dream it too. We dream of a peaceful 
world full of wolves and leopards and lions eating and sleeping and dancing with lambs, 
kids, and calves. We dream of a peaceful world where nations come together, where war 
is a memory, and we eat at one table.  
We light this candle in Peace.  
On this day, we remember the Lord of All who brings peace that surpasses all 
human understanding. Amen. 
 
THE FIRST READING + Isaiah 11:1-10 
Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line (the 
stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity 
and danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence. 
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots. 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding,   
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3His 
delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4but with 
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall 
kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the 
belt around his loins. 
 

6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the 
lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear 
shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its 
hand on the adder’s den. 
 

9They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10On that day the root of Jesse shall 
stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall 
be glorious. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
ADULT CHOIR:  EMMANUEL  (Words are printed in your bulletin) 
 
THE GOSPEL + Matthew 3:1-12 
Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to 
mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come. 
The Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of 
whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the 
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wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’ ” 4Now John wore 
clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and 
wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all 
the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 
 

7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, 
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy 
of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 

11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will 
gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy  Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
OFFERING 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray together: 
God of Light, our world is a very dark place. Therefore, we offer the gifts our 
ourselves, our time and our resources, trusting you will use them to set the world 
aglow with your loving presence. May our offerings continue to shine brightly 
before others so they may see our good works and give glory to you. We ask this 
in the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord is with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
At the beginning of creation God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. God saw 
that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. In ancient times 
God also led the Israelites through the desert with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of 
fire by night. The priests of old also kept a perpetual fire burning in the Temple to remind 
us that God is a light who cannot be extinguished. 
 
Finally Jesus, the Word, who was with God since the beginning of creation, became flesh 
and lived among us. We have seen his glory shining in our world, full grace and truth.  
Christ's light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. This same 
light has commanded us not to hide our light under a bushel basket, but to put it on a 
lamp stand so that everyone can see it. With our lights burning brightly, we now join the 
saints and angels in a hymn of praise to God, the Everlasting Light. 
 
 
 
 



Page 6 of 8 
 

ADVENT HOLY, HOLY, HOLY + Tune: Bring a Torch Jeanette, Isabella 

  
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. 
Amen. 
Let us join in singing our Advent Lamb of God. 
 
ADVENT LAMB OF GOD + Tune: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 
WE RECEIVE THE GIFT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
PRAYER AND BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION  
Jesus, our bright Morning Star, we give you thanks that you have fed us well through the 
bread and wine of your Supper. May it enable us to shine brightly in all the dark places 
of our world with your love, justice and peace. We ask this in your holy name. Amen. 
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Friends in Christ, receive this blessing: May God the Eternal Word, who dwells with us 
in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, + bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
SENDING SONG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Christ is near. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
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Choir Anthem 
Peace Lutheran Church Adult Choir 
Directed by Rob Mondlock 
 

 
 

“Emmanuel” 
 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, the world awaits you this day. 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, come dwell among us, we pray. 

 
We wander in the darkness like a traveler in the night. 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, come and fill the world with light. 
 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, the world prepares for your birth. 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, come reign o’er all of the earth. 

We long to find the meaning of your everlasting love. 
 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, come to earth from heav’n above 
All the world awaits with gladness knowing you will appear; 

 
Ending all our sadness, calming all our doubt and fear. 

Come to us, O Lord 
 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, Let us know the moment is near. 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, the world will echo your name. 

 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, your wonders we will proclaim. 

The restless world is waiting to receive the promised one. 
 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, help us know you when you come. 
We will know you when you come. 

 
Words by Nancy Price & Don Besig 

Music by Don Besig 

 


