
Messiah  
“Immanuel – God with Us” 
Matthew 1:18-25; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20 

Reconnecting  
• What is a highlight from your last week? 
• What is one of your favourite Christmas traditions? 

Create a Sacred Space 
This is the week of Peace in the advent calendar. If you have advent candles, light the candles of hope 
and peace, and have one person read this prayer.  
 
“O God, Creator of the universe, who extends your paternal concern over every creature and guides the 
events of history to goals of salvation, we acknowledge your Fatherly love when you break the 
resistance of mankind and, in a world torn by strife and discord, you make us ready for reconciliation. 
Renew for us the wonders of your MERCY; send forth your Spirit that He may work in the intimacy of 
our hearts, that enemies may begin to dialogue, that adversaries may shake hands and peoples may 
encounter one another in harmony. May all commit themselves to the sincere search for true peace 
which will extinguish all arguments, for charity which overcomes hatred, for pardon which disarms 
revenge. Amen.” 
 
- Pope John Paul II 
 
Whether we gather in person or online, our goal remains the same: to be a people apprenticed to the life of 
Jesus. His life and teaching are our example and our source of truth. Remember the commitments we make to 
each other to foster safety and freedom as we pursue spiritual growth together:  
• Whenever possible, please listen to the sermon prior to gathering (Sunday or online). 
• While we are meeting (even online), commit to focussing rather than multitasking. Be all here. 
• Give everyone an opportunity to share, even if it takes time to form or finish their thoughts.  
• Be respectful and non-judgmental. 
• Honour sharing boundaries (only what you have permission to share, no gossip) and guard confidentiality (what we 

share here stays here). 
• Don’t try to fix, problem-solve or rescue; point one another to the truths of the gospel.  

Listening to God’s Word 
Peace on earth. Christ is the prince of peace, His kingdom is one of peace, and because of which, 
it comes peacefully. How do we manage are longings for peace knowing that Immanuel means 
“God with us.” Together, let’s look at scripture and consider the impact of what it means for God 
to be with us – our Immanuel.  
 
Small Group Discussion 
• Imagine you are a Hebrew villager in the Roman occupied town of Bethlehem during the 1st 

century. If you were to hear the phrase, “the King is coming,” what positive and negative 
connotations would that phrase carry?  

Read Isaiah 9:2-7 



• What stands out to you in this passage? 
• Staying within character of the 1st century, how does this prophetic passage effect the way we would 

see the phrase, “the King is coming”? 
• Look at vs 7. Justice and righteousness are the sustaining qualities of peace. Discuss how these three 

concepts fit together. 
• The God child is given four titles in vs. 6. Which of these titles resonates more with what you’ve 

experienced in your apprenticeship to Jesus? 

Read Matthew 1:20-23  
• What does it say about God, that he would come as a baby? To a poor family? To be born in a 

stable? 
• How could Immanuel “God with Us” sum up the entire Bible? 

o How can this bring peace to someone that is “walking in darkness”. 

Read 2 Corinthians 5:17-20 
• What type of actions did Jesus use to bring peace and heal our broken world? 
• What does it mean that we have been given the ‘ministry/message of reconciliation’? (v.19) 
• Christ gives us his message of reconciliation what are some ways we can live this out in this 

season of advent? 

Read Revelation 21:1-6 
• What does it say about God and humanity that in the end, God wants to dwell with us? 
• What emotions come up for you as you visualize the picture painted in this passage?  
• What comfort do you have knowing that this what God is working towards? 

 

Practice: Praying for Peace and Reconciliation 
There is plenty of unreast in our world. It is likely that you can think of many 
different examples within your own life and globally that need to be touched by 
the healing hand of God. God wants to bring peace to the big and small 

Spend time in prayer for these things. 

First, we want to be a group that creates space to care for each other. Is anyone 
facing something difficult in their life that we can pray for?  

(If no one shares pray for continued peace in your lives.) Spend time as a group 
praying for anything that comes up. Pray that God’s healing hand would be at work 
in these situations and that his peace, justice, and righteousness would create the 
light they need.  



Second, think of unrest on a global scale. What issues come to mind for your 
group? ie. war, finances, the need for reconciliation etc. Try to pick one or two 
things and pray for these as well. Pray that God would truly reconcile all things 
and bring his peace to all our world.  

 

Conclude by singing “God With Us” by All Sons and Daughters: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=udJjT-LMnIs (lyrics Attached) 

 
Caring for One Another  
• End your prayer time by reading the Lord’s prayer together. Matthew 6:9-13. 
• Do you or your family have a need that the Life Group can help meet? 

Using the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13) as a guide, based on what you’ve shared together, 
spend time listening to God and praying for one another. 

 

Life Group Ideas 
We are entering the Christmas season. Tis the season for parties and gifts and is also a great 
time to strengthen relationships in your group. Here are some fun ideas. 

• Come out to NLCC’s Making Spirits Bright! And attend or serve together! 

• Have a Christmas potluck to end the year together.  

• It may also be fun to do a Secret Santa or White Elephant gift exchange! 

• Buy Christmas lights and decorate some one’s house?? 

• Bake cookies and bring them to a neighbor [because you may just be parking in their spot 
when you gather for Life Group. ;)] 

• Some groups also take a break from meeting together over the Christmas break. Talk about 
this as a group. 

 
  



God With Us 
You've come 
To bring peace 
To be love 
To be nearer to us 
You've come 
To bring life 
To be light 
To shine brighter in us 
 
(Chorus) 
Oh Emmanuel 
God with us 
Our Deliverer 
You are Savior 
In Your presence we find our 
strength 

Over everything 
Our redemption 
God with us 
You are God with us 
 
You've come 
To be hope 
To this world 
For Your honor and name 
You've come 
To take sin 
To bear shame 
And to conquer the grave 
 
You are here and 
You are holy 
We are standing 
In Your glory (Lord) 

 


