
Messiah  
“Where is this King?” 
Matthew 2:1-12 

Reconnecting  
• Can anyone share a memory of an evening where you’ve seen 

the beauty of the night sky? 

Create a Sacred Space 
This is the week of Joy in the advent calendar. If you have advent candles, light the third one. 
 
A Sonnet by Malcolm Guite 
The magi 
 
It might have been just someone else’s story; 
Some chosen people get a special king, 
We leave them to their own peculiar glory, 
We don’t belong, it doesn’t mean a thing. 
But when these three arrive they bring us with them, 
Gentiles like us, their wisdom might be ours; 
A steady step that finds an inner rhythm, 
A pilgrim’s eye that sees beyond the stars. 
They did not know his name but still they sought him, 
They came from otherwhere but still they found; 
In palaces, found those who sold and bought him, 
But in the filthy stable, hallowed ground. 
Their courage gives our questing hearts a voice 
To seek, to find, to worship, to rejoice. 
 
Whether we gather in person or online, our goal remains the same: to be a people apprenticed to the life of 
Jesus. His life and teaching are our example and our source of truth. Remember the commitments we make to 
each other to foster safety and freedom as we pursue spiritual growth together:  
• Whenever possible, please listen to the sermon prior to gathering (Sunday or online). 
• While we are meeting (even online), commit to focussing rather than multitasking. Be all here. 
• Give everyone an opportunity to share, even if it takes time to form or finish their thoughts.  
• Be respectful and non-judgmental. 
• Honour sharing boundaries (only what you have permission to share, no gossip) and guard confidentiality (what we 

share here stays here). 
• Don’t try to fix, problem-solve or rescue; point one another to the truths of the gospel.  

Listening to God’s Word 
Joy to the world. What does it look like to be a people of joy? Or a world that rejoices? Joy is so 
much more than a simplistic emotion. The apostle Paul writes, while in prison chains, that he is 
full of sorrow yet still rejoicing. How is this possible? Biblical joy is rooted in God’s promises. In 
the birth of Christ Jesus, we look upon God’s great promise to his people – redemption of the 
world. 



 
Small Group Discussion 
• What is a source of joy for you? 
• Paul writes in in Philippians 1:25 Paul connects joy to faith saying, “I will continue with all of you 

for your progress and joy in the faith.” 
o What do you think “joy in the faith” means? 

• Let’s discuss the following quote - Saint John Henry Newman writes, “Ten thousand difficulty do 
not make one doubt, as I understand the subject; difficulty and doubt are incommensurate.” 

o First, what is he trying to say? 
o “Incommensurate” – is defined as out of proportion 
o What are the differences between difficulties and doubts? 
o How have you experienced difficulties within your faith journey?  

§ How does the comparison between doubt and difficulty contribute to framing your 
journey? 

Read Matthew 2:1-12 
• What stands out to you in this passage? 
• The magi seek the truth, and in finding the truth, Jesus Christ, they fall in worship.  

o What can we learn from the way the magi seek Christ? 
o What can we use to guide us in our journey of seeking Jesus? 

• In your experience of seeking Jesus, what has helped or hindered you in the journey of 
seeking Jesus?  

• How can “joy in the faith” help us when we are experiencing difficulties in life and in faith? 
• C.S Lewis writes, “All joy reminds. It is never a possession, always a desire for something 

longer ago or further away or still ‘about to be’.” 
o What does it mean that, “all joy reminds”? 
o How then can we grow within our joy as we move further into this season of advent? 

 

Practice: Remembering Joy 
Encouragement is a great way to remind someone of who they are and what you appreciate about 
them and in that act of remembering, it often sparks joy. When we go through seasons of difficulty or 
have doubts, it is hard to remember joy amidst the sorrow. Let’s take a moment to reflect and try the 
practices below. 

What is it like for you to give or receive words of encouragement? 

 

Try the following: 



-Go around your group and say one word of encouragement for each person or something you 
appreciate about them. 

-Take a moment to bring someone to mind that is not in your group. Write out an encouragement to 
them and send it to them. 

-If you have children, write out an encouragement to them and take a moment to share with them 
that encouragement. 

 
Caring for One Another  
• Do you or your family have a need that the Life Group can help meet and pray for? 

Using the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13) as a guide, based on what you’ve shared together, 
spend time listening to God and praying for one another. 

 

Life Group Ideas 
We are entering the Christmas season. Tis the season for parties and gifts and is also a great 
time to strengthen relationships in your group. Here are some fun ideas. 

• Come out to NLCC’s Making Spirits Bright! And attend or serve together! 

• Have a Christmas potluck to end the year together.  

• It may also be fun to do a Secret Santa or White Elephant gift exchange! 

• Buy Christmas lights and decorate someone’s house?? 

• Bake cookies and bring them to a neighbor [because you may just be parking in their spot 
when you gather for Life Group. ;)] 

• Some groups also take a break from meeting together over the Christmas break. Talk about 
this as a group and when you will start meeting again. 

o (Please note we start an important sermon series January 15th.) 
 

 


