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Do you miss singing the old familiar                                      

carols and songs at Christmas? 

 

Is your voice a little rusty/raspy? 

 

This is the night for you! 

 

Bring your friends and family for an old-fashioned       

Christmas sing-along. There will also be refreshments and a 

Silent Auction* to support the “Under Our Roof” campaign.  

 

(*No obligation to bid or buy. All low-key.) 

 

 

Note: If you have any items or services that you could donate  

toward the silent auction, they would be greatly appreciated.  

Please drop off at the Okotoks office.  

 

Deck the Halls 

OUC Carol Sing-A-Long 

 

Friday, December 9th 

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
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Services  

for the Season 

 

Advent: Sundays - November 27 – December 18th 

“A Million Brilliant Things” 

 

St. Andrew’s (De Winton) Christmas Candlelight and Communion Service* 

No morning service 

Sunday, December 18th at 7:00 p.m. 

(*there will be no morning service on the 18th) 

 

Christmas Eve Services 

• 4:00 p.m. Family Service (Okotoks) 

• 7:00 p.m. Candlelight/Communion Service   

(United Church in the Valley – Turner Valley) 

• 9:00 p.m. Candlelight/Communion Service (Okotoks) 

 

Christmas Day 

There will be no services on Christmas Day at any of the churches 

 

New Year’s Day 

Services at Okotoks and United Church in the Valley  

(Regular times) 
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Join us for Advent 

November 27 - December 18, 2022 
 A sermon series where YOU  

get to participate 

A MILLION 
BRILLIANT 

          

 Red Deer Lake 

 For loved ones in the hospital 

 For those traveling near or far this winter season 

Prayers: 
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Building a Congregational Care Visitation Team 

As a faith community, we all take responsibility for caring for all members of our           

community. We do this naturally as we come to know each other. Sometimes, there are 

people in our community who require more care – permanently or temporarily. This is 

where a Congregational Care Visitation Team is invaluable.  Congregational Care strives to 

provide an environment within our congregation such that all congregants feel bound   

together in love, compassion, nurture, support and care. Congregational Care is an       

umbrella term encompassing many diverse programs, all with the goal of addressing the 

spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of our congregation.  You are probably familiar 

with many of these programs, such as: visiting people at home, in hospital/hospice or 

care homes; the Prayer Ministry; the Prayer Shawl Ministry; the Healing Pathway Ministry; 

and the Card Ministry. 

Beginning in the new year we will be looking at building a Congregational Care Visitation 

Team.  This Team of volunteers will be tasked with staying in touch with those              

congregational members who may need a little extra care for any number of reasons 

(loneliness, illness, mobility issues, etc.).  We will use both in-person and telephone for 

staying in touch.   

Does this interest you?  Or do you have questions about it?  If so, please stay tuned for 

more information in January.   

If you have questions that you would like to discuss now please contact Sally Salter. 
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Under Our Roof 

Carol Price, our Treasurer and member of the Stewardship Team, holds a fund-raising thermometer  
beside our new bulletin board "Under Our Roof".  Watch this space for information about what our   
donations support  under our roof and how we can raise enough money to pay off our RBC mortgage by 
next May.  We will need about $50,000 to pay it off and leave a cushion in our Mortgage chequing     
account to keep paying off our United Church of Canada mortgage. Please take some time to consider if 
you are able to make an extraordinary donation to this fundraiser.  With the money saved from       
eliminating the RBC mortgage payment, we plan to expand our outreach to our community and         
ministries within our church. 

We would like to thank the women of the Harmony Group for their generous donation of $4000 to 
get things started.   

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

UCV or 
DW/OK 

Worship 

8-3 

OK 

 8-4 

UCV 

Bible 
Study 

10-11:30 

 8-3 

OK 

Mid-week 

Worship 

10-10:45 

Wednesdays 

 8-3 

OK 

Bible 
Study 

10-11:30 

 Off 

  

Youth 
Group 

6:30-8:30 

3rd Friday 

of each 
month 

 Off 

Julia can be reached for urgent Pastoral Care needs 24/7 at 403-702-2249.  

If you wish to reach Julia for anything other than urgent concerns, please email her at                  

okjulia@telus.net and she will get back to you during office hours, or call and leave a  message at 

either 403-938-4357 (Okotoks) or 403-933-4114 (United Church in the Valley) and your call will 

be returned during office hours.  

JULIA OFFICE HOURS WINTER - 2022  
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• The church is now fully open, with this in mind the greeters and offering collection 

ministry is being revamped.  

• If you are interested in joining this important ministry please contact Betty-lou at: 

blbayley67@gmail.com or leave a message at (403) 383-4587. 

OPPORTUNITY IS KNOCKING - LET’S OPEN THE DOOR! 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 2023: 

From Carol Smith - 

March 8th, is a global day celebrating the social, economic, cultural, and political achievements of 

women.  The day also makes a call for accelerating women’s equality world wide. 

IWS has occurred for well over a century, with the first gathering in 1911 and is now celebrated by over 

a million people.  Pre Covid we did celebrate International Women’s Day at our Church.  Rowen House  

Emergency Shelter in High River joined us in providing artists, speakers, delicious pot luck dinner, an 

important recognition of an important day. 

Unfortunately, I am unable to continue to work on the Ministry and was wondering if there is someone 

who would be interested in taking my place in working with our community to host/co – host Interna-

tional  Women’s Day 2023? 

If you are interested, please contact Lorna at the OUC Office (403-938-4357).  
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Written by Mark Dutkoski 

 

November 27 

20 people attended with an additional person joining via facetime from Quebec who 
enjoyed Reverend Julia’s Advent service. Reading from John 1: 1-18 and reflecting on this 
creation story lead to the theme “A Million Bright Things”.  We should be thankful for the 
million bright things around us and this week is for us to focus on the brilliance in our 
relationships. Nothing is stronger than love and love powers all that is good. Our most 
important relationship is with God. We were asked to write on a sticky note, something 
brilliant in one of our relationships. All these notes were stuck to the bulletin board at the 
back of the sanctuary. Most of life’s problems are a result of a lack of relationships. We 
need to connect with others! 

 

November 20 

Reverend Lee Spice spoke to 18 people drawing from Colossians 1: 11-20. The theme 
was “We Have No King but Caesar”. Everyone who disagreed or resisted Caesar’s 
authority was dealt with very harshly and this practice was known as “pox Romana.”  Many 
kingdoms throughout history were ruled with this harsh treatment of dissidents. Even 
Christianity was not exempt such as the Spanish Inquisition, Salem trials and residential 
school crimes. Naming anyone other than the autocratic authority as King was often fatal. 
Christ is not like earthly Kings since only he was raised from the dead. What would it be 
like to replace what we hold in our hearts as leaders with Jesus? What are we calling out? 
Are we saying “We have no king but Caesar” or “We have no king but Jesus”? 
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The Healing Ministry will be available or   

healing sessions as of September 19th from 

1:45 pm - 3:00 pm 

To book an appointment, please contact 

Gisela Dyck at 403-938-2506. 

HEALING MINISTRY 

THE HARMONY GROUP 

Antipasto  
  

If  you missed the Christmas Market at OUC, there are still some jars of antipasto for 

sale. Jars are $8 per jar, you can arrange for pickup by calling Jean at 403-968-7595 or 

Judy at 403-938-9559.  You can also pick up at the OUC office.  Get them while you can! 

WITH GRATITUDE 

 

- Brian and Shannon Olson, and all the Lunch Bunch Program volunteers. 

- The Harmony Group for another successful Christmas Market 

- David Chandler, for all you do at the church! 

- Everyone who helped with the beautiful Christmas decorations at OUC      

Ian and Diane McNeill, Heather and Richard Puttee; Ed and Marcella Povhe. 

- Our Board members for your time, dedication, and decisions you make! 
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OUC RENTALS 

CURRENTLY, WE HAVE AGREEMENTS IN PLACE WITH THE FOLLOWING : 

 

• Shintani Wado Kai Karate Foundation – Foyer (September – December, 2022) every Monday 

and Wednesday night 

• Qigong – Chapel (November – March, 2023) every Thursday from 11-12:00pm  (classes are    

drop-in, contact Dianne for more information (403-807-3699) 

• Al Madinah Calgary Islamic Assembly – Prayer Group (December 2022 – June 2023) every    

Friday afternoon from 1:00 - 2:00 pm (in the Nursery) 

• Christ Commission Fellowship Calgary – Sanctuary and Foyer (January – June, 2023) Sundays 

from 1:30 - 6:30 pm 

Okotoks United Church offers a beautiful location for weddings, funerals, memorial services, and               
concerts.  The Sanctuary features a grand piano, organ and new audio-visual system with digital            
soundboard.   
 
There are several smaller rooms, located on the 2nd Floor of the church and are available for 
meetings. The Conference Room features a flat screen TV for presentations, white board and large 
windows, which can accommodate up 30 people.    
 
Our Commercial Kitchen is equipped with a large gas range, commercial dishwasher and a cooler 
is available for short-term rentals.  
   
Please contact Lorna Schiefner at 403-938-4357 during office hours (Monday - Friday from 
9:00am to 2:00pm) to book your space. 
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If you have an urgent  

pastoral care need please call 

Julia at 403-702-2249. This change 

will take effect  

September 1, 2022 

Mid-Week Worship  

Come and find the quiet centre. 

Come catch your breath and pause.  

Come be reminded of God's presence. 

Come and join us for Mid-Week Worship: 

a short contemplative service  

of song, Scripture, silence, and prayer 

every Wednesday morning,  

from 10:00-10:30AM 

in the Okotoks United Church Sanctuary. 

We hope to see you there! 

Okotoks United Church Office  

To contact Julia email her at okjulia@telus.net. Both can be reached at the church office 

phone number listed below during their regular hours. 

Congregational Care Team invites you to reach out for confidential spiritual and  

compassionate care by email at: okcongregationalcare@telus.net   

 

The office is open Monday to Thursday 9:00 - 2:00, Friday 9:00 - 12:00.    

Please contact Lorna at okunited@telus.net or 403-938-4357.   

mailto:okjulia@telus.net
mailto:okcongregationalcare@telus.net
mailto:okunited@telus.net

