Countering Conflict!
James 4:1-10

James’ deepest desire is to be certain that the believers he is writing to will be able to maintain their faith walk during persecution and trials. He knows the crucial importance of unity within the body of Christ and so he addresses conflict and how to overcome division. He answers these questions:

I. What is the Cause?

A.  Selfish Desires (v.1) - 

B.  Failure to Ask (v. 2) -

C. Wrong Motivation (v.3) -
 

II. What’s at the Heart?

A. Spiritual Adultery (v.4) - 

B. Friendship with the World (v.4) -

C. Prideful Arrogance (v.6) -


III.  What’s the Solution?

A. Resist (v.7) -

B. Repent (vv.8-9) -

C. Return (v.8) -


It is inevitable that conflict and disagreements will arise in any body of believers. This is unfortunately part of human nature. But James knows the tremendous need to handle these conflicts in a way that does not destroy unity and will bring glory to God!
Going Deeper:

1. Why do you think people are prone to disagree? What causes most conflicts or disagreements?

2. Can you recall the last (or current) time you found yourself in a conflictive situation? How did you handle it (or are you handling it now)?

3. James says that a primary cause of conflicts is our selfish desires (v.1)? Do you agree with his asser- tion? What part do our desires play in conflict? 

4. James says that the desire to have something is at the heart of quarrels and conflict. What is his solution to this dilemma (vv.2-3)? 

5. How do worldly values play a huge part in our  tendency to become quarrelsome? What are the factors that impact our envious nature?

6. Personal: Have you reached a place where you are able to submit your desires to God and accept the outcome He gives? Are you content to allow Him to work out His will in your life?

Questions for Our Kids:  

1. Do you ever get into fights with anyone in your family? With anyone at all? What do you think causes these fights?   

2. James says that we often fight with others because we don’t get our own way. Do you think he is right about this? Do you get upset when you don’t get your own way?

3. James says, if we want something, we should ask God and then let Him give us what He wants us to have. Can you tell God what you want, and then let Him decide if you should have it or not? 





