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Christ the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Welcomes YOU! 
You are a blessing to us as we come together to worship the LORD. 

 Holy Communion:    Jesus said of the communion of bread and wine,  
“This IS my Body…; This IS my Blood…” 

We believe those who receive Holy Communion receive Jesus Christ in His fullness. When we hear those 
words, we can rest in the fact that Jesus lived for us; he died for us; lives again for us; he heals us; he 
teaches us; he loves us. Jesus’ body and blood (through bread and wine) is a gift for you. This is the Lord’s 
table, and you are welcome to commune with us. 
 

Welcome Visitors: Thank you for visiting Christ the Good Shepherd.  Please stop by the Welcome Desk and 
to introduce yourself learn more about our church and our ministries. 
 

During Worship: 
For the consideration of others, please silence your cell phones and electronic devices.  
For your convenience, the nursery is available during worship.  Activity bags for your child’s use are 
available. Please ask an usher for assistance.  
LBW: Lutheran Book of Worship (green)  WOV: With One Voice (blue) 

Bible verses from New Revised Standard Version 
 

CGSLC services are on Capital Community Television (CC:TV) Channel 23 
Saturday 3:00 PM – Sunday 8:30 PM – Mondays 9:00 AM – Thursdays 9:00 PM 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel (CGSLC) 
 

 
PRELUDE     
 

        Please check with an usher to record your attendance. 

 

GATHERING SONG    “In Christ Alone”           Tin Whistle Instrumental 
 

LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE  
 

OPENING 
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, 
One God, the Fountain of Living Water, the Rock who have us birth, our Light 
and our Salvation. Amen! 
Satisfy us in the morning, O God, with your steadfast love. 
That we may rejoice and rest in your Power and Presence. 
 
 



THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Blessed be the Holy Trinity  

One God ☩, the Fountain of Living Water, the Rock who gave us birth, our 
Light and our Salvation. Amen!  
Joined to the death and resurrection of Christ in the waters of Baptism,  
We are clothed with God’s mercy, forgiveness and love forever.  
Let us give thanks for this give of liquid grace:  
We praise you, O God, for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you 
for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Wash us with the Wild Goose of your Spirit and 
renew us by our resting in you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Light within all light, Soul behind all souls, at the rising of the sun and the 
beginning of this new day, we turn to you. Your presence is beckoning to us from 
the Heart of Life. Let us know fresh shining in our souls. In the growing colors all 
around us, let us know the first lights of our hearts. Let us be a color in this new 
dawning; Great Star of the Morning, Inner Flame of the Universe.  
Amen.  
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11: 1-10  
A reading from Isaiah 
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of 
his roots.  
2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord.  
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes 
see or decide by what his ears hear,  
4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity for 



the oppressed of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his 
mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist and faithfulness the belt 
around his loins.  
6 The wolf shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall lie down with the kid;  
the calf and the lion will feed together, and a little child shall lead them.  
7 The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the 
lion shall eat straw like the ox.  
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall 
put its hand on the adder’s den.  
9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain,  
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the 
sea. 10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the 
nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19  
1Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to a king’s son.  
2 May he judge your people with righteousness and your poor with justice.  
3 May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, and the hills, in 
righteousness.  
4 May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the 
needy, and crush the oppressor.  
5 May he live while the sun endures and as long as the moon, throughout all 
generations.  
6 May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water the 
earth.  
7 In his days may righteousness flourish and peace abound, until the moon is no 
more.  
18 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.  
19 Blessed be his glorious name forever; may his glory fill the whole earth.  
Amen and Amen. 



SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13  
A reading from Romans 
4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so 
that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might 
have hope. 5 May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live 
in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together 
you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory 
of God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on 
behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to 
the ancestors 9 and that the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 
written, “Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles and sing praises to your 
name”; 10 and again he says, “Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”;  
11 and again, “Praise the Lord, all you gentiles, and let all the peoples praise 
him”; 12 and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come,   the one who rises 
to rule the gentiles; in him the gentiles shall hope.”  
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

CELTIC GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 3:1-12   
The Holy Gospel According to Matthew, Glory to you O Lord.  
1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the 
one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying 
out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’ ”  
4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, 
and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all 
the region around the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by 
him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins.  



7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, 
he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming 
wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and do not presume to say 
to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at 
the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be 
cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, 
but the one who is coming after me is more powerful than I, and I am not 
worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and 
will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.”  
The Word of the Lord 
Praise to you O Christ.   
 

MESSAGE              Vicar Sena Norton 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Hymn to St. John the Baptist”         Donna Stewart 
 

CREED (IN A CELTIC TRADITION) 
We give voice to our faith using a Celtic Creed 
We believe, O God of all gods, that you are the eternal God of Life. We believe, 
O God of all gods, that you are the eternal God of Love. 
We believe, O God and Maker of all creation, that you are the creator of the 
high heavens, that you are the creator of the deep seas, that you are the 
creator of the stable earth. 
We believe, O God of all peoples, that you created our souls and set their 
warp, that you created our bodies and gave them breath, that you made us in 
your image, for connection, for times of rest, to be with you and with each 
other, with self and with all of creation. 
We give you worship with all of our heart, we give you trust with all of our 
soul, we give our lives to you with all of our mind and body, yielding our 
desires and our busyness to your Divine Plan for rest and renewal, discipleship 
and service, eternal Fire of Life and Love.  
Amen. 



INTERCESSORY PRAYERS                      

God of love—Father, Son and Holy Spirit: You loved us before we ever knew 
You…. Jesus our redeemer, hear our prayer. 

 
PEACE 
The Deep Peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

The congregation is invited to share the peace with one another. 
 
BLESSING OF HOLIDAY COLLECTION  
 
OFFERING   Please give online at Tithely or drop your offering in the plates provided in 

the Narthex. Contact an usher for assistance. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING AND EUCHARIST PRAYER: 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them up to the Lord of the Sabbath. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right and restorative to give our thanks and praise. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, afraid, tired and weary, Our Lord Jesus 
turned to God: took bread and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to the disciples 
saying: Take and eat, this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
reverberance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember our Brother Jesus, who walks the Way of 
the Cross to rest and resurrection, the Way of Sabbath and caring connection. 
Who touches us in times of hardship and suffering….and turns our tears into 
dancing. 
 

Blessed is the Spirit who soars like the wild goose, raising us up to New Life 
Come Holy Spirit. Weave our lives and all creation into your rhythm of rest and 
renewal. Come Holy Spirit. Weave our lives and all creation together into one 
tapestry of wholeness and love. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  
 

Come forward to receive gluten free bread, wine or juice. If you prefer – a blessing. 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
Let us pray….  
We give you thanks, O God, for the gift of this new day, and for waking again 
from the dreams of the night. We ask that you give us peace in our souls, and let 
there be waking to new consciousness. Into your hands we commend ourselves, 
body, mind and spirit. May you angels of light glisten for us this day, and the 
sparks of your beauty dance in the eyes of those around us, through Jesus Christ 
the Light and Love of the world.  
Amen.  
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
BLESSING 
May the universe be aflame with God’s Presence for us this day.   
May the new sun’s rising grace us with warmth and gratitude.  

May the earth’s greenness shine and its waters breathe ☩ with the Spirit, calling 
us to Life.  
Amen. 
 



SENDING SONG   “John the Baptist”  The Bell Brothers 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go and prepare the way.  
Thanks be to God.   

 

Holiday decorating of church immediately following service!  

Your help is always appreciated! 

 
NOTES 

 
________________________________________________________________

____ 
________________________________________________________________

____ 
________________________________________________________________

____ 
________________________________________________________________

____ 
________________________________________________________________

____ 

Nativity Scene 
 

It’s that time of the year to decorate the church with a variety of personal 
nativity scenes. Please name all personal items in a labeled container and 

drop off your décor with Parish Administrator during the week. 
All items will be returned January 1st, 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

Join us every Wednesday through December 21st looking at 

scriptures for the following Sunday service’s 

10-11am in the Gathering Space 
 

See you there! 
 

 

RIC Education Hour 
December 11th, after Service in the Gathering Space 

Approximately: 1 hour meeting 
 

This is an encore of the first congregational education 
forum to kick off many months of the ongoing RIC 

learning and discernment process. 
 

It is recommended for all active 

congregational members to engage in this 
educational opportunity. More 
forums/education hours will be schedule in the New 

Year. 
 



Updating Parish Records 
 

If you know anyone since 2015 that has passed away, married, baptized, 

confirmed, or become a member a signup sheet will be available. To ensure 

all names are included on Parish records please sign the sheet. If you are 

unsure if a name has been previously added please sign and we will cross 

check it with our current records, Vicar Sena has copies. 

 

Backpack Buddies 
A Thrivent giving link will be LIVE December 4th – Check out our Facebook Page 

 

 
 

Fred Meyer is offering another way to donate to our Backpack Buddies program!  You can link 

your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to their Community Rewards program and they will distribute 

quarterly donations to Christ the Good Shepherd. The amount we receive is related to how 

many customers select our organization and how much they shop. You will still get rewards 

points, fuel points, and rebates. Every time you shop with your linked Rewards Card at Fred 

Meyer, you’re helping the Backpack Buddies program.  And the more supporters who link 

their Rewards Card to Christ the Good Shepherd, the more we will earn. 

Just follow the steps below: 

1.  Go online to fredmeyer.com/communityrewards  

2.  Register and create an online account to link your card to Christ the Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church.  

3.  Follow the steps, fill in the information, and put our number in:  #90188 

That’s all there is to it! Tell your friends and neighbors too. We thank you and the children we 

serve thank you. 

  

Support us when you shop on Amazon. Backpack Buddies will receive 5% of each 

sale. For each purchase you make, start by going to  smile.amazon.com/ch/93-

0475178 and Amazon donates to Christ the Good Shepherd Lutheran. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=1QI5RH08LQVOQ&K=1FM713G33J2KY&M=urn:rtn:msg:201802051908123caa4c04d4e34a5a8aa4f05222c0p0na&R=1TCPN42PL1R6Y&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F93-0475178&H=BG1HYRLNULRHGXDI38VUKFXCPXYA
https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=1QI5RH08LQVOQ&K=1FM713G33J2KY&M=urn:rtn:msg:201802051908123caa4c04d4e34a5a8aa4f05222c0p0na&R=1TCPN42PL1R6Y&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F93-0475178&H=BG1HYRLNULRHGXDI38VUKFXCPXYA


Christ the Good Shepherd 
 

• 21st – Longest Night; featuring Violin & Viola, at 6pm  

• 24th – Christmas Eve; Christmas Eve Vespers Candlelight Service, 

at 7pm 

• 25th – Christmas Day; Verses, Carols & Cookies, at 10am  
 

Upcoming November & December 
 

• 4th – Advent 2: Prepare the Way; Church Decorating after Service 

• 11th – Advent 3: Soul Friends 

• 18th – Advent 4: Incarnation 
 

 

Christmas Planning 
 

 

Everyone is invited to attend services at any location and with any 

of our Lutheran Family congregations. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Cross 
 

• 24th – Christmas Eve; Choir & Music based Service, at 4:30pm 

• 25th – Christmas Day with Pr. Curtis Zieske; 

A Traditional Christmas Service, at 10am 

 

 St. Mark 
 

• 24th – Christmas Eve Service at 5:30pm  

• 25th – Christmas Day Services at 10am 



Advent blessings to you all! 
 

Here is an update on things important to our ministry. 
 

1. We are in the process of forming a Joint Call Committee with Holy Cross to 
facilitate extending a call for a shared pastor. Each congregation may have 4 
representatives on the committee. The committee will begin meeting in 
December in anticipation of candidate name(s) from the synod beginning in 
January.  

 

2. The budget committee will be meeting beginning in mid-December to prepare 
our budget for the 2023 calendar year. Please hold the committee and the 
budgeting process in your prayers – and contact Heidi or Cindy if you would like 
to participate. 
 

3. We voted, as a congregation, to undertake the RIC process. Education is a 
required part of the process. If you were not able to attend the first session in 
November, please plan to attend on December 11th after service.  

 

4. Please consider making a year-end gift to the church to help alleviate our 
current budget deficit. Your Council and the Budget Committee would greatly 
appreciate your support. Remember that year-end gifts must arrive to the 
church office by December 31st. 
 

5. If you would like to contribute to the staff appreciation gift for Vicar Sena and 
our Parish Administrator, Kimberley, please pick up a staff gift envelope at the 
sanctuary entrance. Gifts appreciated by December 18th. Cards, cookies, and 
Christmas treats are welcome, too! (Mindful of tree nut allergy for the Vicar) 

 

Thank you all for all you do in service to God through this congregation. We are 

all truly a blessing to each other and to the community. 

With love and gratitude 

Your sisters in faith, 

Cindy Spicer & Heidi Pramuk 

 



10 Facts About John the Baptist 
 

1. John the Baptist was a real person 

2. John’s ministry was situated in the wilderness 

3. John was one of several wilderness prophets 

4. John’s baptism was based on existing Jewish lustration rites 

5. John’s baptism differed in one important aspect 

6. John expected another figure to come after him 

7. One of John’s disciples was Jesus 

8. Jesus and John worked together on their holy mission 

9. John was arrested and executed 

10. Many Christian denominations consider John a saint 
 

        By Josephine Wilkinson  


