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Whoever you are and wherever you 
are on your faith journey, 

you are welcome here!

Sunday Worship 10:00
Church School 10:00

 Intentional Interim Pastor Joanne Myer
Director of Music Julie LaRocca

Director of Faith Formation Lee Carman

Upcoming Events

Family Movie Night
Dec 10, 6pm - 8:30 pm

Social Room

Visit www.eccucc.org for details

Prayer Shawl
January 26, 2023

9:30 am

Chili Cook-Off and 
Brownie Bake-Off
January 29, 2023

11:30 am

Sacred Stitches
January 19, 2023

9:00 am

Annual Meeting
January 26, 2023

In-person

Annual Reports Due
December 15

Boards, Committees 
and Ministries

Friendship Class
Dec 6, 1pm

Small Group Facilitator 
Instructional Prep Meeting

Feb 1, 2023  6:30 pm



Poinsettia Orders
Due Dec 8

T.E.L.O.S. thanks ECC for 
their support of their fall 

leaf raking fundraiser. 
Telosians raised over 

$2,000 toward the 2023 
summer mission trip!

The Board of Missions 
would like to thank 
everyone for their 

donations to Nov's Fifth 
Sunday Collection of 

cookies and cocoa!



Liz West
Thank you for 
lending your 

beautiful voice to the 
choir over the years!

Save the Date - Jan 26 2023
ECC ANNUAL MEETING

It is time for the Boards, Committees and Ministries to begin thinking about their 
submissions to the Annual Report.

Annual Reports are due December 15, 2022. Please email them to outreach@eccucc.org 
with a copy to officeadmin@eccucc.org.

Any board or ministry that has their own bank account should submit their year end report 
as soon as their year end numbers are available.

SMALL GROUP SESSIONS
Sign-ups are now open for participating in the small group sessions and as facilitators, as 
mentioned in the November Caller. Please check your weekly emails for the links to the 
online sign-up forms, or call Caroline in the church office and she will sign you up.



Pastor’s Discretionary Fund
An Opportunity to Help Others in Our Community

Please consider making a gift this month to the Pastor’s discretionary fund. This fund is used to 
meet the special needs of local individuals and families. Specifically, the Pastor’s Discretionary 
Fund is a financial account used to grant cash gifts to members of our community with 
financial challenges. It is funded by generous donations from individuals interested in 
providing help to others. Reverend Joanne manages this fund and uses her discretion to 
allocate gifts to candidates who have alerted her of their special financial needs and 
circumstances. Candidates for gifts from the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund include not only 
individuals in need, but also families, friends, 
and neighbors. Both gifts and donations are kept in the strictest confidence. This fund is not 
part of the church’s finances.

While Ellington Congregational Church annually solicits for this fund each December, the 
reality is that financial challenges happen throughout the year. So, a donation to the fund at any 
time of the year can help meet the needs of local individuals and families as they arise.

Donations to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund can be made in two ways. First, a cash donation in 
the form of a check can be mailed to the Church Office or dropped off at the Church Office. 
Please make your check payable to “Ellington Congregational Church”. Please include a note 
indicating that the check is intended for the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. Second, an electronic 
donation can be made via our e-giving vendor, Tithe.ly. There is a link to Tithe.ly on our 
church website via the “Give” 
button. Please use the giving code “Gift – Pastor’s Disc. Fund” with your donation. Your 
electronic donation can be made either with a credit card payment or directly from your 
checking account.

If you find yourself in circumstances that require financial help, please reach out to our 
Reverend Joanne. And please consider giving a donation to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, it 
will be greatly appreciated!

With God’s Blessings, Wade Overgaard
Treasurer of Ellington Congregational Church

PLEASE KEEP IN MIND: 2022 Contributions need to be 
received by the Church Office by 8:30 a.m. on 
December 30th for the accounting year deposit. All 
contributions received after this deadline will be 
accounted on your 2023 1st quarter statement.

Please return your 2023 Pledge cards as soon as 
possible if you have not yet done so. 
Thank you from your Stewardship Committee!



Each year, Ellington Congregational Church Board of Missions asks members of the 
congregation to purchase $25 dollar gift cards from Big Y or Stop & Shop. We then give 
them to our local food banks - Ellington Food Bank, Crystal Lake Community Food 
Pantry, the HVCC Food Pantry and The Cornerstone Cupboard. They use them to help 
those in need at Christmas time to purchase food for their families.

We ask you to put the gift card with the activation receipt in the enclosed envelope and 
mail them to the church office by December 24th, or drop off any Sunday in the 
offertory basket while attending worship. Thank you for sharing!

Shopping Cart Ministry
December Most Needed Items

 
The list may be small, but the 

need is great
Canned pasta
 Peanut butter
Juices in plastic bottles
Cereal 
Breakfast bars
Since the kids are home 
from school, cookies and 
candy would be welcomed 
for treats. 

MISSIONS is on a Mission

Missions has donated $300 for Adopt-a- 
Child Christmas programs at Ellington 
and Vernon Human services. This will 
help families provide gifts to their 
children. We shall also sponsor gifts for 
seniors in Ellington.   

Christmas is the season of joy, of holiday greetings
exchanged, of gift-giving, and of families united.
                                       - Norman Vincent Peale

Money or gift cards are always 
welcome for responding to changing 
needs. These items are extremely 
helpful for many people and your 
generosity is much appreciated!



The Women’s Fellowship of the Ellington Congregational Church is open to all members and 
friends of the church. We encourage you to participate in our organization.

Women's Fellowship News

Dear Women of ECC,

The Farmhouse Fair date was moved back to the first weekend in November and we were 
happy and excited to be offering our Friday Italian-style dinner on November 4, and 
traditional Chicken a La King for luncheon on Saturday, November 5. We had a full slate of 
rooms and booths, including our Bakery and Cookie Bees, too.Once again, we presented 
our fabulous Christmas Shoppe, Faithful Fibers, Gals & Dolls, Kids’ Corner, Raggedy Ann & 
Andy, and Everything Animals. There were also new offerings including Colonial Brooms 
Squire, Wooden Yard-Snowmen, Bountiful Baskets and a Reading Parlor. Thanks and 
gratitude to everyone who made the Farmhouse Fair successful again! It was so wonderful 
to have our Farmhouse Fair back to two days, inside, with all the special touches that make 
the Fair so unique.  After over two years of interference by covid, it was wonderful to have 
the Farmhouse Fair back in full swing! We are still working on the numbers, but it looks 
like we have taken in over $9,000 gross, before expenses.

We thank everyone who helped and/or supported the Farmhouse Fair this year. Jen 
Traynor did an excellent job as Farmhouse Fair Chair (her first year) and was helped by the 
Farmhouse Fair Booth/Table Chairs and all of their volunteers. There were also many 
behind-the-scenes people who helped, such as those who prepped and cooked the food, 
dishwashers and bussers, parking lot attendants, wait staff, those who manned tables and 
booths, those who worked all year creating crafts, doll clothes, Raggedy Anns, and the 
many various knitted, crocheted or sewn items. We also had help from the staff, especially 
Jill (publicity/marketing), Caroline (endless copies of menus, flyers and more) and Pastor 
Joanne (who chaired our Bountiful Baskets tables and created the baskets with help). We 
also had volunteers to setup and take down, clear out and make phone calls. The 
Farmhouse Fair is truly a collaborative effort!  It is absolutely important to have all the Fair 
workers and volunteers, but those who financially support the Fair are also integral to our 
success. Thank you, all!

On November 12, we hosted an all-church potluck to celebrate the success of the Fair. 
Everyone was invited and wanted! The food was great, the Historians provided activity 
sheets for both adults and children and we had a great time. It was a very nice gathering for 
fellowship, food and fun!

Sacred Stitches meets on the third Thursday of each month from 9:00 a.m. to noon, but 
they are not meeting until January 19, 2023. There will not be a Sacred Stitches meeting in 
December.  Everyone who wants to sew is welcome to join. Please contact Jan Schaeffer at 
860-875-5581 with any questions.

Our next Women’s Fellowship Executive Board meeting is Friday, December 2, 2022 at 
1:00 p.m. on Zoom. 

Blessings, Penny Gates and Sharon McLaughlin, Co-Presidents



PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

The Prayer Shawl Ministry does not meet in 
December.  The next meeting will be on Thursday, 
January 26,2023.  We hope you will join us as we
begin a new year. If you would like the easy basic 
pattern or more information, please call Jan 
Starkweather at 860 875-1543.

Our group will be celebrating our twentieth year together in January 2023.  During the past 
twenty years we have been able to provide shawls, lap robes and pocket prayers  to our 
church members, friends and family within the community as well as to hospitals, Visiting 
Nurses, Fox Hill, Vernon Manor, Parkway Pavilion and DeQuattro Cancer Center. 

 
Shawls and lap robes are available on the quilt racks in the social room and Narthex as well 
as the room off of the Narthex.  Please help yourself at any time!


