
Vol. 3 Issue 21                                                                                                                                                              October 21, 2022 

 

Connections  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

UCV or 
DW/OK 

Worship 

8-3 

OK 

 8-4 

UCV 

Bible Study 

10-11:30 

 8-3 

OK 

Mid-week 

Worship 

10-10:45 

1st and 3rd
 

Wednesdays 

 8-3 

OK 

Bible 
Study 

10-11:30 

 Off 

  

Youth 
Group 

6:30-8:30 

3rd Friday 

of each 
month 

 Off 

Julia can be reached for urgent Pastoral Care needs 24/7 at 403-702-2249.  

If you wish to reach Julia for anything other than urgent concerns, please email her at    

okjulia@telus.net and she will get back to you during office hours, or call and leave a   

message at either 403-938-4357 (Okotoks) or 403-933-4114 (United Church in the Valley) 

and your call will be returned during office hours.  

JULIA OFFICE HOURS FALL - 2022  

OPPORTUNITY IS KNOCKING - LET’S OPEN THE DOOR! 

 

 The church is now fully open, with this in mind the greeters and offering collection ministry 

is being revamped. Anyone who is interested in joining this important ministry please  

contact Betty-Lou at: blbayley67@gmail.com or leave a message at (403) 383-4587. 

 

Thank you so much for considering this opportunity to serve. 
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Youth Group – Fall 2022 

 

 

Youth Group with Julia and Olivia 

* Second session: “Let’s Play Dress Up”* 

Friday, October 21st 

at Okotoks United 

6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

Open to all youth grade 6 and up 

 

Note: Youth Group will take place the third Friday of  

every month with Julia and Olivia. 

 

*Youth are invited to dress up for Halloween. 

Please dress warmly as we will be outside. 
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On Sunday, October 16th while we ate our school lunches provided by the “Lunch Bunch” we listened to sto-

ries about how Okotoks United Church had made a difference in people’s lives, both in the wider community 

and in the faith community.  

This is some of what we heard… 

Tara Epp (St. Vincent de Paul): After starting to partner with the church to collect winter wear for Jacket 

Racket through the Catholic School Division, the ministry has branched out to include relationships with 

Eden Valley and the Siksika community. They have been able to provide food and clothing to those in need 

simply because we started with Jacket Racket. 

Sherri Mullen (Family Resource Centre): Okotoks United is one of only a few “secret weapons” we have in 

Okotoks to provide immediate assistance to people in need. Covering the gamut from rent and mortgage 

payments, utilities, gas and food cards to hearing aid repairs, emergency transportation and child care 

needs, the church has always been there to help when people are struggling or in distress. 

Rev. Julia (on behalf of Okotoks Pride): A woman approached the Okotoks United Pride booth and couldn’t 

speak as she stood there sobbing, her friends on either side comforting her. Finally, she choked out a heart-

felt “thank you for being here. I didn’t know that a church would be here to support this community.”  

Glen (Sunday Night AA group): That there is a space for Recovery Groups makes a big difference for those 

who really need the help. To gather in community to share their stories, encourage each other to follow the 

AA program and support each other who are struggling is imperative to recovery.  

Pamela McLean (Okotoks Food Bank): Food Bank use is up significantly. During CoViD the Food Bank start-

ed offering garden plots in a local community garden. A single mom with two teenagers, knowing nothing 

about gardening, took advantage of the offer and started her own garden. Over the summer the mom was 

successful in growing cabbages among other vegetables and was eventually able to advise others on their 

technique. She is grateful for the support of the church and those who volunteer at the Food Bank.  She has 

already asked to have the same plot again next year. 

Lily H-M (Okotoks Youth Group): Fun, Faith, Community. Lily shared how participating in Youth group and 

particularly Christmas and Easter Pageants made her faith grow and made her feel a part of the church com-

munity.  

 

STEWARDSHIP 
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Karen Medland [via video] (Chinook Winds Region): Having the Chinook Winds Regional offices in a church 

is important as it reminds them and churches in the Region that they too are a part of the church. The hospi-

tality and support of Okotoks United allows the Region to plan programs and offer services to the wider 

church.  

Brian and Shannon Olson (School Lunch Program): A young middle schooler lined up at the school office to 

get a lunch at 10 a.m. because he had not eaten in 48 hours. Each month hundreds of lunches go to local 

schools to combat student hunger. A teacher told of a young boy who was a handful in class, settling down 

because he now had a lunch.  

Gisela Dyck and Shannon Olson (Healing Pathway): Different than Healing Touch, this healing program uses 

Christ’s energy to bring comfort, strength and healing to individuals through private sessions with the team. 

Shannon told a moving story about being assured that after their deaths, her brother and his family, along 

with her father were safe and that she no longer had to worry about them. This was during a private healing 

pathway session. It brought her great comfort.  

Stewart Thomas (Mission and Service): From Food Banks to support for 2sLGBTQ+ groups, not only do min-

istries in Canada and around the world benefit from what we give to Mission and Service, we have benefit-

ted as well. In 2013, following the flood in this area, we were granted $10,000 from Mission and Service to 

help us be better prepared for future floods with a generator and hoses. This past year our Pastoral Charge 

gave $14,370.00 to support M & S. 

Janet Page (Book Club): The book club reads a wide variety of literature, engaging in stimulating debate and 

dialogue. About 10-15 people meet monthly to challenge the mind and build community. Started by Sharon 

Parsons, the group honoured Sharon’s memory by placing a “Little Free Library” in front of the church. Peo-

ple wheel into the parking lot frequently to add a book or take a book. A worthy tribute to an avid bunch of 

bibliophiles.  

Anne Lamb (Bible Study): Anne talked about how much bible study means to her as the group digs into the 

bible, creates connections and learns and grows.   

Refugee Family (Nader Khazaal via video): In 2016 Nader Khazaal, his wife Kinda and their daughter Senta 

stepped off a plane from Syria. At almost 2:00 a.m. tired and anxious they stepped through the doors into 

the concourse and were met with a large contingent of welcomers from sponsoring United Churches 

(Okotoks, Turner Valley and Red Deer Lake). From the beginning they felt that they had family in Canada and 

had found a home. For employment reasons, the Khazaal family moved to Toronto within a year but still 

consider Okotoks their home and will never forget the hospitality they received. This past summer they 

were proud to become Canadian Citizens. They have also welcomed a new son, Richard.  

As you can see, Okotoks United Church really does live out its mission to “Follow Jesus, Reach People and 

Change Lives.”  Thanks for your support.  

STEWARDSHIP  
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Donald Schmidt introduces the study 

Birth of Jesus for Progressive Christians 

in this way…. 

What if the Christmas Story is not really what many people think it is? 

What if things happened differently than tradition has maintained over the centuries? 

Join Julia for five sessions as we study the 

Birth of Jesus 

a Bible Study by United Church minister Donald Schmidt 

November15/17 – December 13/15 

(Tuesdays in Turner Valley, Thursdays in Okotoks) 

10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 

(in person – unless CoVid circumstances change) 

 

Cost: $14.00 for book* 

                  (*can also be purchased as an e-book from Wood Lake Books) 

 

Please email Julia at okjulia@telus.net if you wish to join the 

study so she can order enough books 

mailto:okjulia@telus.net
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Prayers  

 Burdett-Bow Island 
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Fall 2022 Worship Schedule 
 

 

 
 

2022 St. Andrew’s - Okotoks United Church in the Valley 

September 4th Rev. Lee Spice Rev. Julia 

September 11th DW – Rev. Marie Wedderburn 

OK – Gary Dzurka 

Rev. Julia 

September 18th Rev. Julia Rev. Lee Spice 

September 25th Rev. Dr. Karen Medland Rev. Julia 

October 2nd Rev. Julia Rev. Dr. Karen Medland 

October 9th Rev. Marie Wedderburn Rev. Julia 

October 16th Julia Traci Fontana-Wegelin 

October 23rd DW – Mark Dutkoski 
OK – Dr. Marti Cleveland 

Rev. Julia 

October 30th
 

(5th Sunday) 

Rev. Julia No Service 

November 6th Rev. Dean Salter Karen Pryznyk 

November 13th Karen Pryznyk Rev. Dean Salter 

November 20th Rev. Lee Spice Rev. Julia 

November 27th
 Rev. Julia Rev. Lee Spice 

December 4th
 Rev. Lee Spice Rev. Julia 

December 11th
 Rev. Julia Rev. Lee Spice 

December 18th
 OK – Rev. Lee Spice 

DW – Rev. Julia  
(Christmas Candlelight p.m.) 

Rev. Julia 

December 24th
 4:00 p.m. Rev. Julia 

9:00 p.m. Rev. Julia 

7:00 p.m. Rev. Julia 
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NEWS FROM ST. ANDREW’S  

UNITED CHURCH 
Written by P. Marie Wedderburn 
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The Healing Ministry will be available or   

healing sessions as of September 19th from 

1:45 pm - 3:00 pm 

To book an appointment, please contact 

Gisela Dyck at 403-938-2506. 

HEALING MINISTRY 

THE HARMONY GROUP 

TURKEY POT PIES  

PICK UP: Okotoks United Church on Wednesday, October 26 between 

12:00 - 2:00 pm. 

 

FUNNY ONE LINERS  

Monday, Cabbie in Heaven 
 
A preacher dies, and when he gets to Heaven, he sees a New 
York cab driver who has more crowns. He says to an angel, "I 
don't get it. I devoted my whole life to my congregation." 
 
The angel says, "We reward results. Did your congregation 
always pay attention when you gave a sermon?" 
 
The preacher says, "Once in a while someone fell asleep." 
 
The angel says, "Right. And when people rode in this guy's 
taxi, they not only stayed awake, but they usually prayed!"  
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If you have an urgent  

pastoral care need please call 

Julia at 403-702-2249. This change 

will take effect  

September 1, 2022 

Mid-Week Worship  

Come and find the quiet centre. 

Come catch your breath and pause.  

Come be reminded of God's presence. 

Come and join us for Mid-Week Worship: 

a short contemplative service  

of song, Scripture, silence, and prayer 

every Wednesday morning,  

from 10:00-10:30AM 

in the Okotoks United Church Sanctuary. 

We hope to see you there! 

Okotoks United Church Office  

To contact Julia email her at okjulia@telus.net. Both can be reached at the church office 

phone number listed below during their regular hours. 

Congregational Care Team invites you to reach out for confidential spiritual and  

compassionate care by email at: okcongregationalcare@telus.net   

 

The office is open Monday to Thursday 9:00 - 2:00, Friday 9:00 - 12:00.    

Please contact Lorna at okunited@telus.net or 403-938-4357.   

mailto:okjulia@telus.net
mailto:okcongregationalcare@telus.net
mailto:okunited@telus.net

