
EAST PLAINS UNITED CHURCH 
Second Sunday of Advent 

December 4, 2022 

 
We Gather 

 

Prelude             Angels Have Heard on High 

       Keira Fullerton (Cello), Colin Garner (Viola) 

 

Celebration of Birthdays, Anniversaries, and Special 

Occasions for December 

 

Opening Hymn            People Look East                                VU: 9     

 

Territorial Acknowledgment         Joyce Smith 

We acknowledge that we are gathered on the ancestral 

land of the Anishinaabe, Haudenosaunee, Huron-Wendat, 

and Mississaugas of the Credit. For thousands of years, the 

First Peoples of this place have cared for the land, even as 

the land has cared for them. 

Guided by the wisdom of their traditions and their 

ancestors, they have been taught that the circle of life is 

embraced and embracing. Let us carry on this wisdom. 

Let us live in right relations with love and respect. 

 

Today we focus upon Call to Action #11 from the Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission Report of 2015. 

                  

Announcements                    Harold Wells
              

Words of Welcome      Reverend Jan 

 

Theme Introduction      Reverend Jan 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candle          

 

Candle Lighting Hymn    Hope Is a Star (verses 1 & 2)   VU: 7 
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Call to Worship       Reverend Jan 

A voice cries out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the 

Lord!” 

Make God’s paths straight. 

Every valley will be filled, and every mountain will be 

leveled. 

The crooked will be made straight. 

The rough and rocky ways will be smoothed. 

All will see the salvation of God. 

As we prepare to grow with God, 

we nurture love and understanding. 

As we prepare to grow with Christ, 

we bring forth justice and peace. 

As we prepare to grow in the Spirit, 

we live the promises of Christmas--- 

promises of hope, peace, joy, and love. 

 

Opening Prayer:                 Reverend Jan 

Holy and Gracious God,  

thank you for bringing us together on this second Sunday 

of Advent. 

We know how exciting the season of Christmas is, how 

busy it can be, 

how we can get caught up in the plans and the to-do lists. 

Please, help us to find opportunities to stop and listen,  

to feel and notice. 

Let us remember the hope that is in new life,  

the quiet and stillness of peace that is a baby sleeping, 

the joy that is a baby smiling, 

and the love that surrounds this baby and this story, one 

more time. 

Help us to bring all this and more  

to the people in our lives, and in our world 

         Amen 

 

Hymn     I’ve Got Peace Like a River                         VU: 577 
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We Listen 
 

A Time For All Ages                Reverend Jan 
 

 

Prayer for Illumination                   Joyce Smith                    
Let us pray: 

God of Grace, stir within us a desire to hear the familiar story 

with new comprehension. Though the details now are 

commonplace, let them bring fresh insights. 

Grant us wisdom; enlighten us, we pray, that your truth may 

shine forth from the words of scripture as they are read this day. 

       Amen 

 

Hebrew Testament Readings        New Revised Standard Version 

Isaiah 11: 1-10 

The Peaceful Kingdom 

11 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

    and a branch shall grow[a] out of his roots. 
2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 

    the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

    the spirit of counsel and might, 

    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see 

    or decide by what his ears hear, 
4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor 

    and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist 

    and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

The wolf shall live with the lamb; 

    the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 

the calf and the lion will feed[b] together, 

    and a little child shall lead them. 
7 The cow and the bear shall graze; 

    their young shall lie down together; 

    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

    and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
9 They will not hurt or destroy 

    on all my holy mountain, 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 

    as the waters cover the sea. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+11%3A+1-10&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-17886a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+11%3A+1-10&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-17891b
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On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; 

the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

 

Gospel Reading         New Revised Standard Version 

Matthew 3: 1-12  

 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 

proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”[a] 
3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 

    make his paths straight.’ ” 
4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his 

waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and 

all Judea and all the region around the Jordan were going out to him, 
6 and they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their 

sins. 

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 

his[b] baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you 

to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of 

repentance, 9 and do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have 

Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones 

to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root 

of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be 

cut down and thrown into the fire. 
11 “I baptize you with[c] water for repentance, but the one who is 

coming after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry 

his sandals. He will baptize you with[d] the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His 

winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and 

will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire.” 

May God bless this reading of the Holy Word to our insight and our 

understanding. Thanks be to God.     

Amen 

 

Gift of Music     What Child Is This – Traditional 

 Arr. by L. Lawson, Joy Schuster, Violin I; Kristi Coleman- 

 Dorland, Violin II; Sam Vacca, Piano           

 

Message                               Peace              Reverend Jan     

 

Hymn        There’s a Voice in the Wilderness                     VU: 18 
         

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A+1-12&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23195a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A+1-12&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23200b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A+1-12&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23204c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A+1-12&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23204d


-5- 

 

We Respond 
 

Invitation to the Offering 
 

Doxology     Grant Us, God, the Grace of Giving          VU: 540 

 

Offering Prayer 
God of Peace, we offer you our gifts,  

that peace may come to our troubled world. 

Help us to build peace with justice,  

wherever our lives touch others. 

In gratitude for all that you provide, God of peace,  

we offer you our thanks and our praise. 

Receive the gifts of our hands,  

and use them to bring light into darkness  

and hope to places of despair. 

Amen 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread  

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us,  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil,  

for thine is the kingdom  

and the power and the glory,  

forever and ever.    Amen    

 

Closing Hymn    Put Peace Into Each Other’s Hands   MV: 173 
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We Leave To Serve 

 

Commissioning 

Extinguishing the Christ Candle 

Benediction 

Three-fold Amen 

Postlude                   We Three Kings – Keira Fullerton (Cello), 

                  Colin Garner (Viola) 
  
Worship Resources: Gathering Magazine 

Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 2022, Year A (page 9 ,27-32); The 

Abingdon Worship Annual 2022 (pages 284-288); Feasting On 

the Word, Year A, Volume 1 (pages 26-49); Texts for Preaching: 

A Lectionary Commentary Based on NRSV- Year A (pages 10-

18); Celebrate God’s Presence; Taking Flight Worship Resource. 

Used with permission.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Vision for Becoming Affirming 

As a community of faith on a path to becoming an Affirming 

Ministry, we seek to better understand and celebrate the 

diversity of God‘s creation. We celebrate the richness of our 

community when we have diversity in age, ability, gender 

identity, racial/cultural backgrounds, economics, class, 

 sexual orientation, and family configurations. We seek to 

create a brave space with an open invitation to bring every 

aspect of your whole self into your participation within the 

East Plains United Church faith community. 

 
 

Truth and Reconciliation Report 2015 

Call to Action #11 

We call upon the federal government to provide adequate 

funding to end the backlog of First Nations students seeking a 

post-secondary education.  

Why is there a backlog of students waiting for funding? 
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This quote is from a CBC report: 

“The student support program has stagnated since former 

finance minister Paul Martin imposed a two per cent annual 

cap on spending increases at the Department of Indigenous 

Affairs in the 1990s as part of an effort to rein in mounting 

budget deficits. 

The average price of tuition, however, has more than 

doubled since that cap was imposed. In Ontario, inflation-

adjusted fees were roughly $4,000 in 1996-97 and have 

surged to $8,691 in 2016-17 — according to the Canadian 

Centre for Policy Alternatives — meaning the pool of funds 

available to First Nations students has failed to keep pace 

with inflation and the rapidly rising cost of tuition. “ 

There is some hope. This announcement was made on 

October 14, 2022: 

“A new digital resource for Indigenous post-secondary 

students launched last month promises to simplify the process 

for students seeking support and create a centralized hub 

housing resources for those navigating post-secondary 

education.” 

________________________________________ 

 

Men’s Coffee Group—Mondays from 9am-10am in the 

Campbell Room 

 

Building & Property and ad hoc Committee Meeting—Mon, 

Dec. 5 at 2:00 pm in the Campbell Room 

 

Ladies Workshop—Note this Wed, Dec. 7 to be held in the 

Library at 10:00. Newcomers are always welcome! Bring 

your paper bag lunch; coffee is provided. 

 

https://www.policyalternatives.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/publications/National%20Office/2015/09/Whats_the_Difference.pdf
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/publications/National%20Office/2015/09/Whats_the_Difference.pdf
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Wider Work Committee—Please consider picking up a 

prepared letter in the Gathering Place, to send to our PM, 

requesting support of certain Bills related to environment 

and human rights. The letter does not require a stamp. 

 

Wesley’s Christmas & Holiday Program 
Please consider donating new hats, gloves and socks of all 

sizes which are in urgent need, as well as volunteers to 

help transport, sort and pack!  

 

Upcoming Event—SOLO Presents “Home for the 

Holidays” 
A Concert of Festive Favourites with World-Renowned Soprano 

Measha Brueggergosman-Lee on Wed, Dec. 7 at 7:30 pm at 

the Burlington Performing Arts Centre. 

Box office 905-681-6000 or www.burlingtonpac.ca 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

Jan’s Journal  

 

The theme for the second Sunday of Advent is “peace.” 

Lectionary Readings this Sunday are: 

Isaiah 11: 1-10                                       Psalm 72: 1-7; 18-19 

Matthew 3: 1-12              Romans 15: 4-13 

http://www.burlingtonpac.ca/
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Are you interested in lighting the candles on the Advent 

Wreath one Sunday? This will involve at least two people. It 

would be wonderful if this could be a family activity---

siblings, parent and child (small or adult!), or a couple.  

Please let me know if you would like to be the candle 

lighters on December 18th, or Christmas Eve. 

If you are interested in joining the “Coffee and 

Conversation” Group Advent Reflection series, it is not too 

late! The group meets in the Campbell Room on Tuesdays 

at 10:30 a.m. Our discussion is based upon Celebrating 

Abundance: Devotions For Advent by Walter 

Brueggemann. Walter Brueggemann is a minister in the 

United Church of Christ, A Professor Emeritus at Columbia 

Theological Seminary, and a Hebrew Testament scholar. 

He has written quite a number of books. Participants in the 

Advent series will receive a daily page via e-mail , to 

ponder in your own time, and then we will meet on 

Tuesday mornings to discuss the pages for the previous 

week, which follow the themes of Hope, Peace, Joy, and 

Love. The book continues through the “Twelve Days of 

Christmas,” so we will meet in January to finish the series. If 

you are interested in joining the Coffee and Conversation 

group for this Advent series, please let me know, so that I 

can add you to the e-mail list. 

Services for Advent and Christmas 

Advent Two – Peace          December 4, 2022 

Advent Three – Joy            December 11, 2022 

Advent Four – Love            December 18, 2022 

Christmas Comfort Service     December 18th at 12: 30 p.m. 
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(This is a service of comfort for anyone who is struggling to 

be joyful at Christmas. You may have heard it referred to 

as “Blue Christmas Service” or “Darkest Night” Service. 

Refreshments will be served between the two services) 

Christmas Eve Service          December 24th at 7 p.m. 

There will not be a service on Sunday, December 25th 

Service for Epiphany with Communion         January 1, 2023 

I’m always interested in your thoughts and your 

comments. 

You can reach me at: revjanmcc@gmail.com  or on my 

cell phone: 905-630-8202. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Jan 
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