
Sermon Nov 27  Light and Darkness 

 

Introduction 

Our opening Old Testament prophecy is from the prophet Isaiah – “the people who walked in darkness will see 

a great light” (Isa. 9:1-2). In the context, the lands of Zebulon and Naphtali mentioned in the text were coastal 

lands which had been conquered by the marauding Assyrians.  They had darkness not only because of the 

darkness and death brought by their oppressive captors, but also because they had waited in an emotional 

spiritual darkness for the Messiah for hundreds of years.  They lived in the shadow of death, in a penetrating 

gloom and distress devoid of life and hope. Their experience is like that of millions upon millions, even billions, 

of people in the world today who live in what Isaiah described 

elsewhere as living under a shroud that enfolds all peoples, the 

sheet that covers all nations. (Isa. 25:7). A shroud is a cloth 

used to wrap the dead for burial.  It is part of the reality of 

darkness accompanied by tears and disgrace. Sophocles, the 

great Greek philosopher spoke of darkness as a horror:   

 

Deep, penetrating emotional and spiritual darkness.  

 

Have you ever been driving through a dark, thick rainstorm, so 

dark you were hardly able to see? The sky is black overhead, the rain is beating down on the windshield, 

visibility is about zero and there seems to be no let-up in sight? I remember a time like that several years ago – 

but it was Keith who was out driving in that storm.  I was concerned for him and at home, sitting on the steps 

leading upstairs, close to the door and windows as I watched and waited for his car to pull into our driveway.  

What I didn’t know was that our neighborhood was being struck by a tornado! I come from the northeast and 

had witnessed many, many hurricanes, but I didn’t know that the Midwest was a breeding ground for tornados! I 

learned that day.  When a tornado comes close, the darkness seems to be all-encompassing. It obscures 

everything around it and the winds wreck terrible destruction.  Just 2 blocks away, unbeknownst to me, the 

tornado was ripping roofs off the large houses in our neighborhood.  It tore through the front door of one house 

and out the back door, flattening everything in its path while the lady of the house was in the bathroom upstairs.  

Since then, I have learned the safe places to be to avoid being sucked up and destroyed by tornadoes.  When we 

lived with Bruce and Becky in Florida a tornado struck our neighborhood and we all huddled in the laundry 

room more in the center of the house. Sam, our adult grandson joked about maybe crawling into the large dryer 

for more protection!   

 

God has a better idea.  Let’s pray 

 

God’s promise of light in the darkness. 

The Apostle Paul described the emotional and spiritual darkness of people in his day as: 

 Lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful and proud, abusive 

 Ungrateful and unholy, without love, without self-control, brutal 

 Not lovers of the good but treacherous, conceited lovers of pleasure rather than lover of God.  

[even] having a form of godliness but denying its power. (2 ?Tim. 3:1-5). 

Examples (illustrations) of these issues of waring madness and greed and abuse are all over the news today.  But 

remnants of these sins are even in our own hearts. God sees our hearts and has said that even all our 

righteousness is like filthy rags in His sight. Isa.64:6. Turns out His standard is to incarnate “the glory of 

God.”(Rom.3:23) 

 



This is why we need a Savior, beloved, and this is 

why the Christmas message of Advent is such 

wonderful good news. In Isaiah’s prophecy in 

chapter 9 he was saying that the very region where 

Assyrian armies brought darkness and death would 

be the first to rejoice in the light  brought by the 

Messiah. In chapter 60 he exults: Arise, shine, your 

light hs come and the glory of the Lord has risen 

upon you.  Jesus the Light of the world has come. 

 

 

And that is the good news of 

the gospel in the New Testament as well.  John’s Gospel particularly highlights this 

theme. He starts in Ch. 1 describing Jesus as the Living Expression of God:  

  “Life came into being because of him, for his life is light for all humanity. And 

this Living Expression is the Light that bursts through gloom – the Light that darkness 

could not dimmish.” (Passion translation)v.4-5. In chapter 9 John connects Christ’s claim 

to be the Light of the world (v.5) which penetrates the darkness of blindness and enables 

people to see God miraculously – as he did in the healing of the man born blind.  His 

testimony was “once I was blind but now I see.v.25.  

 

The Apostle Paul also picks up this theme and tells the Corinthians that “Satan, the god of 

this world, has blinded the minds of unbelievers to prevent them from seeing the glory of 

God in the face of Jesus Christ. . . For God who said, Let light shine out of darkness made 

his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.” (2 

Cor. 4:4-6). No one needs to be trapped under the shroud of darkness – emotionally, spiritually or physically.  

The Light of Christ has shone in the darkness and the darkness has never been able to put 

it out.  Instead, Christ as the Light of the world has overcome all the terrible forms of 

darkness and we get to tell that good news today as part of the Christmas message.  It is 

in the symbols of Christmas we will celebrate in the Hanging of the  Greens; it is in the 

songs we will sing and the blessings we will share. Christ, the Messiah, the Light of the 

world has come! Hallelujah!! 
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We sing, as our first carol, “We are singing for the Lord is our light.” 

And we will close our worship service with another carol: “O Little town of Bethlehem 

how still we see thee lie -. . .Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. The hopes and fears of all the 

years are met in Thee tonight.” 

 

The Hanging of the Greens Portion of this First Sunday of Advent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Cedars: Trees of 
royalty 

Wreaths: 
Everlasting 

The leaves represent the thorns  
The berries represent the blood 

Symbol of the Holly 

Candles symbolize the 
Coming of Light into the 

Darkness 


