
 



Ministry Team 

   

  8831 Fairmount Drive SE, Calgary  T2H 0Z4 

             Facebook:  Lutheran Church of Our Saviour                                               

 Website:  www.oursaviourchurch.ca     Instagram:  lcos_youth 

Church Board 2021-2022 

Brent Anderson 

Lois Beuttenmiller 

Alfred Forbrich - Vice-Chair 

Kathy Gibson 

Beverly Marshall 

Dale Mass 

Iain McKay 

Bob Montgomery 

Shirley Moule—Secretary 

Nick Perchthaler - Chair  

Brian Prunkle  

Garry Mihaichuk - Past Chair 

Pastor             
Pastor Greg Smith 

403-464-8254 cell/text                                      

pastorgreg@oursaviourchurch.ca 

 

Youth & Family Ministries Director  
Mariette Jessup   

403-560-2039 cell/text 

youth@oursaviourchurch.ca        

            

Parish Administrator  
Judy McDonald   

825-438-7632 cell/text 

office2@oursaviourchurch.ca        

 

Church Media Director 
Mike Mihaichuk 

lcos.yyc.media@gmail.com 

 

Office Hours: Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 am - noon 

Brent 

Alfred 

Kathy 

             Brian 

          Nick 

        Carolyn 

  Debra Iain Beverly 

Lois 

Dale 

Church Board 2022-2023 

Brent Anderson  (Secretary) 

Carolyn Anderson 

Lois Beuttenmiller 

Alfred Forbrich  (Vice-Chair) 

Kathy Gibson 

Beverly Marshall 

Dale Mass 

Iain Mckay 

Nick Perchthaler  (Chair) 

Brian Prunkle 

Debra Starratt 

 

Our Mission:   
We are an inviting and growing Christian presence,          

with a passion for living and sharing Jesus Christ. 

 

Our Vision:   

To be a Christ-centered community that Equips  

Disciples to Make Disciples.                          
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Pastor’s Message by Pastor Greg 

 

 

You Are Here 

 

But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” -Genesis 3:9 

 

“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? Matthew 2:2 

 

Where are you, Christmas? Why can’t I find you? - Faith Hill 

 



Pastor’s Message (continued) 

 

Have you ever been lost in a mall? I have a hard time navigating those places. I frequently have to go to the 

kiosk and look for the map. It used to be a static picture but now the map is interactive with touch screens. But 

they still have that saying that I always need to look for:  You Are Here!  I’m at Starbucks, but I need to get to 

The Gap. I use the map to see where I am in order to map out where I need to be.  

 

Spiritually, we need to do the same. 

 

The Bible is always asking two questions about locations and journeys.  

 

Where are you? 

Where is God? 

 

After Adam and Eve fell into sin, they hid themselves from God. And yet God searched for them. The rest of the 

Bible is God’s journey of searching for his wayward children.  

 

God continues to ask us, Where are You? Not because God doesn’t know where we are, but the Lord wants us 

to see where we are. And, more importantly, to let us know that where we are is where God wants to be! 

 

Jesus' birth is the continuation of God’s search and rescue plan for us, and all of humanity. The Magi asks 

where the child was born, King of the Jews? Instead of God asking, where are you? The question from us is 

now, where is God? 

 

He is found in the baby born in Bethlehem. And His Spirit continues to be with us today. 

 

So, no matter where we are in this journey, and ask ourselves, Where is God? 

We can always answer, wherever we are: God is here. 

 

As individuals and as a congregation, we can be confident that God is with us. That is what Emmanuel means.  

 

You are here. And God is with you. Right here. Right now.  

 

 



Pastor’s Message (continued) 

The Advent Journey:  The Road to Bethlehem 

The world is reopening and many have returned to traveling. This Advent we will be following the Scriptures on 

the most important journey. It is the road to Bethlehem. The readings will be focused on one of the Bible’s 

great wanderers, John the Baptist. He, like us, found the journey to the Christ of Bethlehem confusing, 

sacrificial and ultimately rewarding. Hop in and let’s take a drive on the road to Bethlehem. 

 

November 27   Youth Led Worship Service 

December 4   Sign. Sign. Everywhere a sign (Matthew 3:1-12) 

December 11   The Long and Winding Road (Matthew 11:2-11) 

December 18   The Christmas Pageant 

December 21 (7 pm)  The Longest Night 

December 24   You Have Reached Your Destination (Luke 2:1-20) 

Christmas Eve Services  

  4:00 pm  In Person (No communion) 

  6:00 pm  In Person (Lessons and Carols with Communion) 

  8:00 pm  Online only 

No Services on Christmas Day 

January 1  Looking Through the Rearview Mirror (Jeremiah 29:1-14)  

The Journey continues in the New Year with Postcards from Epiphany. It begins with Confirmation Sunday on 

January 8. 

 



Pastor’s Message (continued) 

 

 

Come join and celebrate with us our Confirmands for Confirmation Sunday on January 8 at 

10:00 am. We will be offering a time of fellowship afterwards so you can greet these new 

disciples as they continue their journey in faith. This year’s Confirmands are: 

 

Yuta Formella 

Ainsley Fielden 

Killian Sissons 

Erica Todd 

Christina Kange  

May the Lord bless and guide them in their future discipleship! 

 

 

  

 Our Thursday Morning Bible Study will conclude  

 on December 15. We will reconvene in 2023 on  

 Tuesday mornings, beginning on January 10. 

 



Board Report by Nick Perchthaler 

 

We are entering the last month of 2022 and it is great that we are in the Advent Season. This is always such a 

positive time. Let’s enjoy the four Sundays of Hope, Love, Joy and Peace. This year has been very interesting as 

we were getting back to our new normal and LCOS has been looking at so many ways to continue our growth.  

The Board has had three priorities around Youth Ministry, Technology and Outreach as its priorities and our 

activities continue to move forward in these three areas.  

 

As we approach year end, the Board wanted to say a big Thank You to all the volunteers who have continued to 

support our church activities throughout the year. We cannot possibly recognize all of you enough who continue 

to contribute unselfishly to help out with church operations, music, communion, altar care, ushering, financial 

activities, building maintenance, kitchen help, Hot Dog Sundays and Bible studies. And I am sure there are 

many others that I have missed and I apologize for that. Our church could not function without all of your efforts. 

So, THANK YOU!  

 

At this time, we are also starting to think about our Annual General Meeting (AGM). Traditionally, it has been 

held at the end of January or the beginning of February. For 2023, we are scheduling the AGM for February 26. 

This is due to some key people being away in late January and early February. Where this may feel like it is a 

little late, our Constitution allows us to hold it up until the end of March. Please stay tuned for more updates as 

we get closer to this date.  

 

Our October Financial numbers actually improved slightly, which was some pleasant news. We managed to 

reduce our deficit by $1,119 to give us a year-to-date deficit of $20,725. Still not a positive picture, but it was at 

least an improvement. At our November Board meeting our Treasurer, Doug Drennan led a discussion on what 

our year-end outlook will likely look like. It is always so difficult to predict our giving as there is no pattern to go 

by, other than by our pledges. Compared to budget, we expect to finish the year about as expected on giving, 

but with some savings on costs. So, having said that, at this time we expect to finish 2022 in a deficit position 

of about $34,000. Not good! This is still well below the Congregation approved deficit budget of about $66,000.  

We can absorb this deficit with the surplus from 2021, but it is still a concern to the Board going forward. 

Especially as we expect to have some significant building maintenance costs over the next few years.  

 

It is also worth noting that the pledges that have been committed to for 2023 are higher than what was 

committed to for this year. That is a positive sign and hopefully we can finish next year in a balanced position. 

The Board continues to work with our Treasurer to prepare the 2023 budget and this will be presented to the 

congregation at our Annual General Meeting. 

 

The Board continues to work on behalf of the Congregation to ensure that LCOS is a safe place where we can 

grow according to our Mission “We are an inviting and growing Christian presence, with a passion for living and 

sharing Jesus Christ” and our Vision “To be a Christ-centered community that equips disciples to make 

disciples”.  If you have any questions or comments regarding Board activities, please feel free to contact Nick 

Perchthaler at nperchthaler@shaw.ca or via phone at 587-437-8511. 

 

The Board wishes you and your families a very Merry Christmas. 

  

Nick Perchthaler 

mailto:nperchthaler@shaw.ca


Youth and Family Ministries by Mariette Jessup 

Since my last Vine article, we have continued to be blessed with wonderful opportunities to build 

connections with each other and Jesus, to help others, have fun and to learn and grow! 

The Halloween Hullabaloo event saw us learning about ‘dressing-up’ in the Armour of God … and many 

smiles were exchanged between the young and the young-at-heart Pumpkin People!  Pizza & Pinball kept us 

warm on a cold night, as Alfred Forbrich generously hosted us in his home.  We created beautiful paintings of 

The Holy Family that are on display around the church. 

Looking forward, brings the excitement of a Christmas Pageant on December 18th at 10 am!  Mark 

Saturday, December 17th at 6pm on your calendar and get to church in your pajamas to board The Polar 

Express!  This special Family Movie Night will see golden tickets getting punched, hot chocolate and popcorn 

served and I hear Santa might even be there!  All Aboard!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My Prayer for all of us during the month of December, is that The Holy Spirit will equip us to venture out 

into the darkness and the unknown … to Help those who need Help …   the poor, the stranger, the sick, the 

lonely, the prisoner. 

I pray for Stamina and Joy for the Tried-and-True Helpers … keep doing your Holy Work to the Glory of 

God! 

I pray for Courage and Love for New Helpers.  Don’t ignore those promptings … Act!  It is Jesus Himself 

Calling you! 

Yes, there will be risk.  Yes, it will require effort.  Yes, you will receive more than you give!  

Finally, I want to thank the LCOS Community!  The first four months in my role are flowing by swiftly; 

carrying more joy and love and connection and learning, all to the Glory of God, than I would have dared to pray 

for or imagine!  I believe God will continue to give us His Grace, as we work, play and love to build His Kingdom!   

 

Mariette Jessup 

Director, Youth & Family Ministry 

youth@oursaviourchurch.ca                                                                                               
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Youth and Family Ministries (continued) 

 

Thank you, Youth! 
… for sharing the Word of God and your wisdom with us … for delighting us with the joy of 
music … for serving your community through 2 Worship Services this past month! 

Well Done ! 



What’s Been Happening at LCOS?? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Submitted by Cliff Blumhagen, Financial Secretary 

 

If you wish to contribute to the church, the following are options for giving: 

 

Interac e-transfer: 

Donations are made to email address: donate@oursaviourchurch.ca. 

 

There is no service charge to the church for this giving method and generally there is no service charge to the 

giver.  

 

PAR Program Giving: 

The Pre-Authorized Remittance program (PAR) gives the option to give monthly directly from a bank or credit 

union account. 

 

There is a service charge of $0.50 per transaction to the church for this giving method and generally there is no 

additional service charge to the giver. 

 

If you sign up by December 01, your monthly donation would begin December 21. Please contact the Financial 

Secretary Cliff Blumhagen (403-936-0419 or blumhagencg@gmail.com) to get a PAR sign up form and with any 

questions. 

 

Cheque: 

You can mail, bring to a church service, or drop off a cheque at the church. 

 

There is no service charge to the church for this giving method and the usual service charge for writing a cheque 

will apply to the giver. 

 

Online Giving (via credit or debit card **): 

Donations are made via the following secure link: https://onrealm.org/LutheranChurchofOurSaviour/give/now. 

 

There is a service charge of $0.50 per transaction plus 2.3% of the amount given to the church for this giving 

method and generally there is no service charge to the giver. When giving there is an opportunity to give an 

additional amount to help defray the transaction fees to the church. 

**NOTE: to give via debit card, the card must have a CVV code (on the back of the card). This is like the code on 

the back of a credit card. ** 

 

Text Giving (via credit or debit card**): 

Donations are made by texting LCOSGive to 73256 followed by the donation amount. 

 

There is a service charge of $0.50 per transaction plus 2.3% of the amount                                                              

given to the church for this giving method and generally there is no service                                                         

charge to the giver. When giving there is an opportunity to give an additional                                                       

amount to help defray the transaction fees to the church. In addition, standard                                                     

text message and data rates may apply to the giver. 

**NOTE: to give via debit card, the card must have a CVV code (on the back                                                                  

of the card). This is like the code on the back of a credit card. ** 

 

 

 

NOTE: 

Giving via online and text will go to General giving. 

General giving and Designated giving can be done via Interac E-transfer and cheque. 

mailto:donate@oursaviourchurch.ca
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Financial Secretary (continued) 

 

The Stewardship program for this year is 'Grow as Stewards through Faith, Love, and Hope’. 

 

This program is based on Paul’s letter to the people in Thessalonica, he wrote, “We continually remember 

before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance 

inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thessalonians 1:3). 

 

God graciously gives us faith, love, and hope – virtues essential for our lives as Christians and as God’s 

stewards. 

 

Each week during this three-week program, we focused on one of the topics of faith, love, and hope. 

 

The three week program ran from November 6 – 20 and culminated on Stewardship Sunday, November 

20. Pledges have been accepted throughout November. 

 

At November 29, there have been 45 pledges made for a total pledge amount of $154,360. 

 

For 2022, there were 43 pledges made for a total pledge amount of $129,448. 

 

Thanks to all who have submitted a pledge to support your church. If you have not yet pledged, you still may do 

so anytime. 

 

 

      
 
 

 
 
Please note the following important financial messages: 

 

If you participate in the PAR program and have made a change to your monthly giving amount via a pledge, 

you’ll need to complete a ‘PAR Amount Change’ form and submit to the Financial Secretary by January 

01, 2023.  You can get a form in church mailbox # 91 or by contacting Cliff Blumhagen at: 

financialsecretary@oursaviourchurch.ca or 403-936-0419 

 

The following are cutoff dates for your 2022 donations in order to be included on your 2022 tax receipt: 

Cash and cheque: must be to the church by December 30 at NOON 

E-transfer: must be made by December 31 at 6:00 PM 

Realm debit and credit card: must be made by December 31 at 6:00 PM 

 

If you would like a set of offering envelopes for 2023, please contact Cliff 
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Recognizing Some of Our Wonderful Volunteers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

     

              

 

    

         

Bob & Lila 

   Erica 

Alice 

Knute 

Jaden 

Doug 

Pat & Alma 

Kevin 

David 

Jens 



Special Birthdays We’d Like to Celebrate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We continue to revamp and update the LCOS library. In the months to come, we will be offering                      

books that are duplicates, unused or just don’t fit the theme of a church library.  Perhaps you can use            

these as gifts for Christmas. Look for these books and feel free to take what you would like for yourself,           

your family or a friend. We will continue to have a library in the current location. So come, browse and              

hopefully you can find a book that you can call your own.   

 



Pat & Jens Kaack’s Library Picks for December 

 

 

 

 

 



Pat & Jens Kaack’s Library Picks for November 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The staff of Lutheran Church of Our Saviour wish to  
sincerely thank everyone for the kindness and support 
shown during this past year. We wish you all a safe, 

blessed Christmas and look forward to the coming year. 

We would like to thank everyone who attended the Games Group this 

fall, as well as those who stepped up to help while Eleanor and Ray    

have been away.  We are thinking of them and look forward to their        

return. It is such a blessing to see the many smiling faces the first and 

third Tuesday of each month. Wishing everyone a wonderful and safe 

Christmas, and a healthy and blessed New Year. 

   Merry Christmas from  

   Ruth Peterson and the Staff of LCOS 

 

Please note that Games Group will start up again on January 17. 



Operation Christmas Child 

 

 

 

 

 

365 Operation Christmas Child 

Shoeboxes prepared with love      

will soon be on their way to           

children around the world.  



Giving Tree 

 

 

 

 

 

The LCOS Annual Giving Tree will 
be available throughout Advent to 

fill with mittens, scarves, hats, 
socks, blankets and toys in support 

of local charities. Items may be 
dropped off at church on Sunday 
mornings or during office hours. 

SWARM Mattress Fund   

SWARM has welcomed over 40 families at 

this point and there is still a huge need 

for new mattresses for incoming families. 

If you would like to make a financial      

donation to this effort please make your 

cheque out to LCOS and note ‘SWARM’  

on your offering.    



Giving Tree 

 

 

 

 

 



Operation Eyesight Universal submitted by Pat Farn 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are many ways to measure the impact we have on the lives of patients, families and communities 

every day. Seeing the light return to a child’s eyes when their vision is restored… The feeling of success 

when we declare another village free of avoidable blindness and untreated vision loss… The feeling of locally

-available, fresh water on a person’s hands and face. These are just a few examples of the impact made 

possible thanks to you, our passionate supporters, and today I’m very pleased to share some exciting news 

about our impact. 

Operation Eyesight has been named a Top 10 Impact Charity of 2022 by Charity Intelligence Canada! 

This is the fifth consecutive year we have received this accolade. And to add to the honour, for the third con-

secutive year, we have also been named a Top 10 International Impact Charity. 

Each year, Charity Intelligence reports on more than 800 Canadian charities, with the goal of helping Cana-

dians give confidently to causes that have measurable, proven, and high impact for every dollar spent. It’s 

not the only way we measure our success, but we think it’s a sign we’re on the right track.  Everything we do 

is made possible thanks to our global community of supporters – our donors, our local partners, and our tal-

ented staff and volunteers. You have all joined us in our mission because of our unique and evidence-based 

approach to addressing the root causes of vision loss, and for that we are so thankful. 

Tuesday, November 29 is Giving Tuesday – the unofficial launch of the holiday giving season. In honour of 

this national day of generosity, we are gearing up to double your impact in Kenya. An anonymous donor will 

be matching all donations to our Kenya Cataract Surgeries Fund, dollar for dollar up to $25,000. Stay tuned 

to your email and our social channels for details on how you can double your donation on Giving Tuesday. 

Thank you again for your continued support! 

 

Robyn Wilson 

Interim Director of Development 

 

 Sign up for our eNewsletter | Follow on Twitter | Follow on Facebook  
Follow on Instagram | Follow on LinkedIn 

Copyright © 2022, All rights reserved. 
 
Our mailing address is: 
 
Operation Eyesight Canada 
Suite 200 - 4 Parkdale Crescent NW 
Calgary, Alberta T2N 3T8 

 

https://www2.operationeyesight.com/e/520511/th-impact-top-impact-charities/3vcm71m/1343123460?h=v9goMevS7QtXGIGcR0BLQYncP6ABfH2dGqQP_O1J2X0
https://www2.operationeyesight.com/e/520511/s-view-article-id-726-catid-37/3vcm71q/1343123460?h=v9goMevS7QtXGIGcR0BLQYncP6ABfH2dGqQP_O1J2X0
https://www2.operationeyesight.com/e/520511/signup-/3vcm71t/1343123460?h=v9goMevS7QtXGIGcR0BLQYncP6ABfH2dGqQP_O1J2X0
https://www2.operationeyesight.com/e/520511/OpEyesight/3vcm71x/1343123460?h=v9goMevS7QtXGIGcR0BLQYncP6ABfH2dGqQP_O1J2X0
https://www2.operationeyesight.com/e/520511/OperationEyesightUniversal-/3vcm721/1343123460?h=v9goMevS7QtXGIGcR0BLQYncP6ABfH2dGqQP_O1J2X0
https://www2.operationeyesight.com/e/520511/opeyesight-/3vcm724/1343123460?h=v9goMevS7QtXGIGcR0BLQYncP6ABfH2dGqQP_O1J2X0
https://www2.operationeyesight.com/e/520511/est-company-operation-eyesight/3vcm727/1343123460?h=v9goMevS7QtXGIGcR0BLQYncP6ABfH2dGqQP_O1J2X0


The Master’s Singers 

     



Submitted by Bonnie Swan 

     



The Master’s Singers 

     

 



Carya Update 

      



Canadian Blood Services 

     



Canadian Blood Services 

     



Bishop’s Message by Bishop Larry Kochendorfer  

 

 

 

 

 



      Bishop’s Message (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

  

 

 

 



   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  1     Office Hours 
9:00 am  - 12 noon 
 
1:00 pm  Joyful Noise    
               Music Practice 

 
 

2 

 

3 
 
 

4     
 
9:00 am Bible Study 
 
10:00 am 
  In-Church Worship 
  Drive-In Worship  
  Live Stream Service 
 
11:00 am Kids Church 

        

5 

 

 

 

 

 

Preschool Art Show 

6     Office Hours 

9:00 am  - 12 noon 

 

12:00 pm Games 
Group Christmas 
Luncheon 

 

 
Preschool Art Show 

7     Office Hours 
9:00 am  - 12 noon 

 
10:00 am  Lighthouse 
Church Prayer Meeting           
 
7:00 pm   Al-Anon 

8      Office Hours 
9:00 am  - 12 noon 
 
1:00 pm  Joyful Noise    
               Music Practice 
 
 
 
 
Preschool Art Show 
 

9 
 
 

 

 

10 

 

 

11 
 
9:00 am Bible Study 
 
10:00 am 
  In-Church Worship 
  Drive-In Worship  
  Live Stream Service 
 
11:00 am Kids Church    

 

12 
 
6:00 pm Ladies 
Potluck Dinner 

 
 
 

13     Office Hours 
9:00 am  - 12 noon 
 
7:00 pm  Board Mtg 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

14     Office Hours 
9:00 am  - 12 noon 
 
10:00 am  Lighthouse 
Church Prayer Meeting 
              
7:00 pm   Al-Anon 

 
 
 

15      Office Hours 
9:00 am  - 12 noon 
 
1:00 pm  Joyful Noise    
               Music Practice 
 
 
 

 

 

16 
 
 

17 

6:00 pm     

Family Movie 

Night 

 

 

18   Communion 

 

9:00 am Bible Study 
 
10:00 am    
  In-Church Worship 
  Drive-In Worship  
  Live Stream Service 
 
  Children and Youth     
  Christmas Play 
 
11:00 am Kids Church 
Christmas Gathering 

 
11:30 am Adult Painting &        
Fellowship 

    

19 
 

 

 

 

 

20     Office Hours 
9:00 am  - 12 noon 
 
 
 

 
 
 

21     Office Hours 
9:00 am  - 12 noon 
 
10:00 am  Lighthouse 
Church Prayer Meeting 
 
10:30 am Southwood  
Care Centre Worship 
 
7:00 pm Al-Anon 

 
7:00 pm  Longest Night  
Service of Remembrance 
                
 

22     Office Hours 
9:00 am  - 12 noon 
 
1:00 pm  Joyful Noise    
               Music Practice 
 
 
 
 

23 

 

January Vine 

 

Submission 
 
Deadline 

24 
 
4:00 pm 
Candlelight 

Service 

 

6:00 pm 

Candlelight 

Service with 

Communion 

 

8:00 pm 

Streamed 

Service 

       
 

                  
 
 
 

 
 

      

  
    No Worship Service 

 

 
                  
 
 
 

26 
 
 

27   
 
 

28    
 
 

29 30 31 25 


