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Dear Okotoks United and St. Andrew’s United, 

 

I just wanted to write a little note of great thanks for the special “send-off” last Sunday: 
from receiving an Academy Award for Daily FAITH (St. Andrew’s),  
to the special children’s book filled with personal inscriptions (OKUC), 
to a generous financial honorarium from both communities of faith— 

thank you very much!  
 

Most of all, it was a privilege to celebrate the sacrament of Communion with you all, 
as we reflected—together—on what we need to remember and forget, moving forward.  
  

Thank you for such a meaningful final worship service, 
and for all of the support and encouragement for the journey ahead.  
  

 “I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy and peace, because you 
trust in God. Then you will overflow with confident hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.”  

(Romans 15:13) 

 

With much gratitude, 

 

Matthew Heesing 

<>< 

Lorna Schiefner has joined the OUC family, 

where her first day in her new role was 

August 15, 2022. Lorna’s a fifth generation 

Calgarian who has worked in a variety of roles 

and sectors from publishing, oil and gas, 

tourism and her prior role as Program 

Coordinator at College of the Rockies in 

Cranbrook, BC where she worked for ten 

years. She and her husband, Kevin returned to 

Alberta in May 2021 where they are proud to 

call Okotoks home – a town where her father, 

Bruce Fisher was born and raised. Lorna 

enjoys spending time on her yoga mat, her 

studio, and  enjoying outdoor activities with 

her family and their Border Collie X Kelpie 

named Bondi.  Lorna looks forward to 

Welcome to our new Office and Facilities Administrator: 
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Youth Group – Fall 2022 

 

Youth Group with Julia and Olivia 

First session: “Play and Plan”* 

Friday, September 16th 

at Okotoks United 

6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

Open to all youth grade 6 and up 

 

Note: Youth Group will take place the third Friday of every month with 
Julia and Olivia. 

 

*The first session will be a “play” time along with a discussion of what 
we would like to do for the year.  
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Date Okotoks United Church United Church in the Valley 

Aug 21 Guest Preacher Matthew: Final Service for UCV* 

Aug 28 Julia Guest Preacher 

                              *Service includes Communion   

Summer Worship Schedule 

Turkey Supper Save the Date! 

 

Sunday, September 25th, 2022 
 

 

Community of Faith Update: 
 

The Board of Okotoks United Church met recently to discuss some long term planning 
questions regarding our ongoing partnership with United Church in the Valley (Turner 
Valley).  This is just the beginning of a longer decision-making process which will become 
clearer as time goes by and the other churches in the partnership have their discussions.  We 
talked about the benefits of the partnership, the challenges we faced, and what we have 
learned.  We also looked at how things will change when Rev. Matthew leaves.  His departure 
impacts our ministry decisions for the Fall.  We need to decide what to prioritize, what Rev. 
Julia can reasonably take on and what can be undertaken by us - the Community of Faith.   
Two areas we are focussing on are Youth and Children's ministries and Congregational Care.   
 

What hopes and dreams do you have for this Community of Faith?  What challenges do you 
foresee?  Please talk to any Board member at any time if you have any concerns, ideas or 
feedback.   

We have seen over the past few years how committed, flexible and adventurous you are.  We 
are looking forward to hearing from you. 
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Fall 2022 Worship Schedule 
 

 

 

2022 St. Andrew’s - Okotoks United Church in the Valley 

August 28th
 Rev. Julia Traci Fontana-Wegelin 

September 4th Rev. Lee Spice Rev. Julia 

September 11th DW – Rev. Marie Wedderburn 

OK – Gary Dzurka 

Rev. Julia 

September 18th Julia Rev. Lee Spice 

September 25th Rev. Dr. Karen Medland Rev. Julia 

October 2nd Rev. Julia Rev. Dr. Karen Medland 

October 9th Rev. Marie Wedderburn Rev. Julia 

October 16th Julia TBA 

October 23rd DW – Mark Dutkoski 

OK – Marti Cleveland 

Rev. Julia 

October 30th
 

(5th Sunday) 

Rev. Julia No Service 

November 6th Rev. Dean Salter Karen Pryznyk 

November 13th Karen Pryznyk Rev. Dean Salter 

November 20th Rev. Lee Spice Rev. Julia 

November 27th
 Rev. Julia Rev. Lee Spice 



Vol. 3 Issue 17                                                                                                                                                         August 19, 2022 

 

Connections  

 

How do we enhance our understanding of  
the Creation Stories in Scripture? 

 

What did our ancient ancestors want us to understand 
about the creation of the universe,  

the divine presence in that creation,  
and how might we live our lives in response to that? 

 

Join Julia for six sessions as we study 

Creation for Progressive Christians 
a Bible Study by United Church minister Donald Schmidt 

 

September 20/22 – October 25/27 
(Tuesdays in Turner Valley, Thursdays in Okotoks) 

 

10:00 – 11:30 a.m. 

(in person – unless CoVid circumstances change) 
 

Cost: $16.00 for book* 
(*can also be purchased as an e-book from Wood Lake Books) 
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NEWS FROM ST. ANDREW’S UNITED CHURCH 
Written by P. Marie Wedderburn 

 

 

 

 

On August 7
th
, we once again gathered at St. Andrew’s where eleven of us joined with Julia as 

she concluded the summer series of Freeing Jesus as Friend. She read from John 15:11-17 

where Jesus tells the disciples “I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does 

not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to 

you everything that I have heard from my Father” (John 15:15 – NRSV). As we know to be a 

friend takes time, effort, and intention and so as Jesus calls us friend how do we deepen our 

friendship with Jesus. Perhaps it is through prayer, through meditation, through being aware of 

Jesus’ friendship with and for us. 

Then on August 14
th
, ten of us joined with Matthew for his last service with us. Matthew shared 

some of his reflections of his ministry over the past year in the partnership. He read from the 

scripture Isaiah 43:18-21; 46:8-10 which speak of both not remembering and remembering the 

things of old. As we say goodbye what do we remember of Matthew’s time with us and what do 

we let go of as he leaves this pastoral relationship? For goodbyes are both a time of letting go 

and hanging on. As we shared in communion we had time to reflect.  

In the time of welcome and announcements a small academy award was presented by Mark to 

Matthew for the Daily Faith videos he and Julia had done during the beginning of the pandemic. 

(Julia had already been presented with her academy award for these videos.) After the service as 

we gathered downstairs a card that we had all signed along with a present were given to Matthew 

and a group picture was taken by Mason.  

We have appreciated your ministry among us Matthew. May you be blessed in your new pastoral 
relationship at St. Andrew’s, Cochrane. 

Prayers  

 Kim Karran - healing 

 Claresholm United Church 

 High River United Church 



Vol. 3 Issue 17                                                                                                                                                         August 19, 2022 

 

Connections  

Okotoks United Church Office  

To contact Julia email her at okjulia@telus.net. To contact Matthew email him at 

matthew.heesing@gmail.com. Both can be reached at the church office phone 

number listed below during their regular hours. 

Congregational Care Team invites you to reach out for confidential spiritual and  

compassionate care by email at: okcongregationalcare@telus.net   

 

The office is open Monday to Thursday 9:00 - 2:00, Friday 9:00 - 12:00.    

Please contact Lorna at okunited@telus.net or 403-938-4357.   

If you have an urgent  

pastoral care need please call 

Julia at 403-702-2249. This change 

will take effect the end  

of August 2022 

Mid-Week Worship  

Come and find the quiet centre. 

Come catch your breath and pause.  

Come be reminded of God's presence. 

Come and join us for Mid-Week Worship: 

a short contemplative service  

of song, Scripture, silence, and prayer 

every Wednesday morning,  

from 10:00-10:30AM 

in the Okotoks United Church Sanctuary. 

We hope to see you there! 
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