
December 4, 2022 

Second Sunday in Advent 

Theme: God meets us in our fear 

Communion 

 

+ WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD + 

 

PRELUDE  Hark, the Glad Sound!  -T. Haweis, arr. K. Langlois  

WELCOME 

 

HYMN ELW 239 Hark, the Glad Sound!  vs. 1 and 4 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

Fear can be a good thing. It can help us be attentive while driving down the highway. It can 

alert us to possible accidents. It can motivate us to do our best. 

However, fear can also be harmful. 

 

For so many of us, fear of the other, fear of failure, or fear of the unknown has led us to 

make sinful choices in our lives—choices such as building walls or tearing others down. 

Today, in confession, we ask for mercy and pray for guidance. As we confess, we come 

before an entirely merciful and loving God who says to us, “Do not be afraid.” Let us pray: 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Patient God, 

you know just how often we make decisions from a place of fear rather than love. You know just 

how often we allow fear to take the place of logic, fanning unhealthy fires in our lives.  You know 

just how often we tuck your words, “Do not be afraid” on dusty shelves and in the back of closets, 

stubbornly holding onto our own point of view. Forgive us for giving fear the microphone. Silence 

the voices of scarcity, shame, and rejection, which spark and feed so much of our fear, to recenter 

us in love.  With hope we pray.  Amen. 

 
Family of faith, even when we forget God’s words, God does not forget us. 

Even when we lose our way, God does not lose us. 

Even when we fall short or make mistakes, God forgives and holds onto us. 

We are known, forgiven, and loved. 

Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 

 

SONG OF REFLECTION   Here I Am 

(sung to the tune of ELW 490 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence) 

 

Angel Gabriel came to Mary in the hills of Galilee 

Apprehension and confusion filled her, wond’ring what’s to be 

“Do not be afraid,” the angel told the maid 

“God has highly favored thee.” 

 

 



Though his words were filled with glory still the message brought great fear 

“Who am I to bear the savior with the pathway so unclear?” 

“Here I am,” she pledged; the angel Gabriel fled 

Quickly as he had appeared. 

 

Whether we may feel we’re ready for the task before us laid 

God will strengthen and uphold us even when the fear won’t fade 

We say, “Here I am,” to God’s transcendent plan 

Trusting God to lend us aid. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

 

+ WE HEAR GOD’S WORD + 

 

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 11:1-10 

 

At the conclusion of the reading: 

The Word of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 510 Word of God, Come Down on Earth 

Word of God, come down on earth, 

living rain from heav'n descending; 

touch our hearts and bring to birth 

faith and hope and love unending. 

Word almighty, we revere you; 

Word made flesh, we long to hear you. 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38 

 

At the beginning of the reading: 

The holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

At the conclusion of the reading: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON 

 

  



HYMN OF THE DAY ACS 906 No Wind at the Window 

Sung to the tune of ELW 278 Away in a Manger 

 

No wind at the window, no knock on the door; 

no light from the lampstand, no foot on the floor; 

no dream born of tiredness, no ghost raised by fear: 

just an angel and a woman and a voice in her ear. 

 

"O Mary, O Mary, don't hide from my face. 

Be glad that you're favored and filled with God's grace. 

The time for redeeming the world has begun, 

and you are requested to mother God's Son." 

 

This child must be born that the kingdom might come: 

salvation for many, destruction for some; 

both end and beginning, both message and sign; 

both victor and victim, both yours and divine. 

 

No payment was promised, no promises made; 

no wedding was dated, no blueprint displayed. 

Yet Mary, consenting to what none could guess, 

replied with conviction, "Tell God I say yes." 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

We believe in a God who knows our fears. 

We believe in a God who says, “Be not afraid.” 

We believe in a God who kicks off her shoes 

and wades into the muck of our lives with us. 

We believe in a God who stitches herself to our heels, 

and invites us to dance. 

We believe in a God who hemmed stars into the night sky 

so that we can find our way home, 

and who sends us friends with open doors, 

so we can find our way to love. 

We believe in a God who finds us in our fear 

and does not leave us alone. 

Thanks be to God for a love like that. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Holy God…And now, with hope in our hearts, we lift all of this and all that you see that we need to you, 

O Christ, the One for whom we wait.  Amen 

 

  



SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

Share a sign of peace with those around you, if you are comfortable doing so.  Please recognize some 

folks might prefer to not shake hands as we continue to live with COVID-19. 

 

OFFERING 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING  Emmanuel Comes - arr. Hayes  

OFFERTORY ELW 241  O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

 

O Lord, how shall I meet you, 

how welcome you aright? 

Your people long to greet you, 

my hope, my heart's delight! 

Oh, kindle, Lord most holy, 

your lamp within my breast 

to do in spirit lowly 

all that may please you best. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

COMMUNION LITURGY 

 

 

It is right, our duty and our joy…And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

 

WE SHARE THE MEAL CHRIST GAVE US 

Communion will be shared continuously.  Please come forward down the center aisle and return to your 

seat by the side aisle.  You will receive the bread from the pastor and then be invited to take a pre-filled 

cup from the tray held by the communion assistant.  Wine is in the clear cups and grape juice is in the 

purple cups.  Empty cups can be placed in the bowls at the end of the first pew as you return to your 

seat.  All are welcome! 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION ELW 462 Now We Join in Celebration 

 



TABLE BLESSING 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

+ WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE IN GOD’S NAME + 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BENEDICTION 

As you leave this place, may you go knowing that 

from generation to generation, 

we have been claimed and loved. 

From generation to generation, 

God has been by our side. 

From generation to generation, 

we are not alone. 

The God of yesterday and the God of tomorrow 

knows you by name, loves you, and calls you forth, 

saying, “Go be the person you are called to be, 

love wildly, do justice, and come back soon.” 

May it be so. Amen. 

 

HYMN ELW 264 Prepare the Royal Highway 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 
The liturgy for today’s worship service was reprinted by permission from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright 2022 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #45176. The hymns and songs unless otherwise noted, are covered under 

copyright licenses; CCLI 1490857, OneLicense.net A-709256, or are Public Domain. Copyright 2022.  Advent liturgy 

pieces by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed and Song of Reflection written by Rev. Anna Strickland| A Sanctified Art LLC 

|sanctifiedart.org” 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 

Please continue to keep the following people connected to our congregation in your prayers: Bob Moran, 

Brian Allebach, Charles Krupp, David Mounts, Leah Crater, Steve Keyser, Sydney Crossin, Andrew 

Robison, Silas Reed, Ruth Jadick, Pat Ernst, Joan Miller, Pastor Jennifer Phelps, Kassondra Sowden, 

Paige & Peyton Seasock, Kathleen Casey, Barry Yoder, Karl Gross, Willie Herbst and Otto Quinque.  

  

 

 



Mark Your Calendar 

Wednesday, Dec. 7  7pm Confirmation Learning 

Saturday, Dec. 10  9am-2pm Christmas Bazaar     

Sunday, Dec. 11  9am Faith Formation all ages 

    10:15am Third Sunday in Advent & Annual Cong. Mtg 

    11:15am Christmas Caroling 

    5:30-7pm Jesus ’n’ Jammies  

     

The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held within worship on Sunday, December 11 at 10:15 

AM. Copies of the proposed 2023 budget will be available on Sunday – we invite you to review it in 

anticipation of the meeting. A Budget Q&A times will be available for the congregation to meet with 

Mike Herm, our church treasurer, to ask any questions you might have following worship today. 

Christmas Caroling is back! Save the date, Sunday, December 11th.  Immediately following worship, 

we will be gather for a pizza lunch in the fellowship hall and then head out to share some Christmas joy 

with some of our homebound members. 

How festive can you get? That’s the name of the game! Ugly Christmas sweaters, elf costumes, Santa 

impersonators—prizes for the most festively dressed caroler and the wackiest ugly Christmas sweater 

will be up for grabs. Come on our and join the fun. Our homebound members LOVE to see your 

creativity and Christmas spirit on display! To help us prepare for pizza, please email 

pastorbecky74@gmail.com, if you plan to attend. 

This Advent, our Angel Tree is in the narthex and includes gift tags for Pennsburg Manor. To purchase 

a gift, simply pick out the tag you’d like, sign it out on the sheet in the narthex and then purchase the 

item listed on the tag. All gifts should be wrapped with the gift tag securely attached and returned to the 

table in the parlor labeled Pennsburg Manor by Sunday, December 11. 

 

Our online Angel Tree will support the Open Link’s Christmas Room. Items on this list should be 

UNWRAPPED and dropped off in the parlor by Sunday, December 11 as well. To see the list of 

suggested gift items,  

got to: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b084fa8ad2caafd0-open  

however, any new item for children or teens is acceptable. 

Jesus ‘n’ Jammies on December 11th from  5:30-7pm (ages pre-k -?) Craft, game, movie, snacks and 

TONS OF FUN! Our theme is All About Christmas!  Wear your jammies, bring your favorite stuffy and 

a blanket. 

Christmas Bazaar, Saturday, Dec. 10th from 9am-2pm   Crafters and vendors, hot lunch, pictures 

with Santa, YPO Poinsettia sale, Cookie Walk, and so much more!  Check it out!  Vendor spaces are 

still available at $25 per space.  Contact Elaine at elainekeller@comcast.net  for more information. 

  



The cookie walk is Dec.10th Saturday.   We wish to thank you in advance for the great response we 

have had from the  members of the congregation.  This event would not be possible without your 

help!You can bring your cookies to the kitchen anytime this week but  they should be there by Friday. 

We will be setting up the room on Friday night.  Please label the type of cookie and if they contain any 

nut ingredient.   We must be considerate of those who have nut alergies. Please put your name on your 

container.   Once again Thank you for your  baking skills!! Happy Baking, Linda & Kathy 

Journey to Jerusalem, Saturday, December 17th from 4-6 pm.  Spread the word! It’s a contact-free 

drive thru experience that tells the story of Christmas, with live animals, live music, refreshments and a 

bonfire.   If you’d like to join the fun we are looking for volunteers to help set up, actors to portray Mary 

and Joseph in the stations (no speaking parts, just dress up be part of the scene), and we need hospitality 

help to serve refreshments!   

Please got to: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b084fa8ad2caafd0-journey to sign up to help. 

Calling all Youth—Grades 6-12  Join us Thursday, December 22 from 6-8pm as we celebrate the 

Christmas season.  Please bring a snack or treat to share, a $10 wrapped unisex gift for the gift 

exchange, your competitive spirit (we’ll be playing holiday-themed games!) and a friend to join in the 

fun!  Please RSVP to Pastor Becky by December 18th to let us know that you’ll be at the party.  We 

hope to see you there! 

  

 


