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DISCUSSION NOTES 
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Read verse 9-10 THE TRUE LIGHT WAS COMING INTO THE WORLD.  Meaning WHAT? This Light – Jesus, was in the 
world (Christmas), the one by whom the world was made, and this light will, most naturally, illuminate the darkness. 
This is what light does.  You will never know there is darkness, until there is a trusted light source. Jesus, light of the 
world.   
 
QUESTION: In ways does illuminate darkness in the world?  
 
Read verse 12-13  
 
It is here that John differentiates the use of two words important to growing in Christ. Actually, laying out the 
pathway of discipleship. The two words are: RECEIVING and BELIEVING. Believing and receiving are two separate 
actions. 
 
James 2:19,	You believe that there is one God.	Good! Even the demons believe that and shudder. 
 
Salvation is the result of a “believing” that leads to a “receiving”. It is not until someone believes and receives that a 
spiritual conversion happens, and spiritual growth begins.  
 

o Salvation is more than a THUMBS up to believing Jesus lived.  
o It is not just nodding to in agreement of titles of distinction  
o it is not just liking the idea of a cute child in a manger  
o NO. It is making room for the benefits and change that come as we receive Jesus by faith into our lives, at 

which point everything changes.  
 

Read verse 12-13 as John introduces the word, Becoming  
 
Notice what John is saying. “It is not those who have worked the hardest, have done the best. No, it’s the people 
who received him. Salvation involves, first, believing, which leads to receiving, which supernaturally makes room for 
a process of being born all over again – this being born again - gives us all a second chance to get it right. To 
become a child of God you have to believe something, receive something, and then you become something – a 
child of God.  
 
We see in the manger a child that makes us children, – children of God.  
 
This becoming is the gift of Christmas. A brand-new life that comes to us, directly from Jesus. This is the gift of 
Salvation, the gift of the GOSPEL. You and I becoming something we have not been – and can’t, and won’t be, 
without the grace and goodness of God.  
 
HOW DOES THIS BECOMING HAPPEN??  
 
Read 1 Peter 1:23 
 
If we have faith to believe in JESUS’ virgin birth, a child conceived by the spirit, then we can have faith to believe in 
the possibility of this new birth happening in our lives.  
 
The Gospel starts with us our believing and finishes with us receiving. We receive the right to become children of 
God.   
 
And so, we are Born Again – as children of God. 

o Not of human blood 
o Not of the will of flesh, or the will of man  
o BUT OF GOD  
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God is our begetter, conceived by the seed of the eternal word of God, through the Holy Spirit, at which time, a 
new creature is born into this world - AND WE become the offspring of God.   
 
“Being born” again is supernatural … Something happens to us. Only God can do this. 
 
Read 2 Corinthians 5:17  
 
The new has come: a new child with a new nature, new attitude, new mind, new emotion.  
Once we become children of God - we are not the same people – ever again.  
 
Why? Because there is a transformation. 
QUESTION: How is this different than our first families. 
 
In our human relationship/first families, we start out, very dependant, and grow up to become independent – we 
become our own people, develop our own personality, our own looks, and inherently, often very much not at all like 
our first parents. In our human relationships, we end up with children often very different than their parents.  
 
In a faith journey, the opposite happens. We start out independent and from the moment of our believing, receiving, 
and becoming we become dependent.  It is because of the continuation of this dependence, that we are daily 
transformed into the image and likeness of God – who is our new parent.  
 
Read 2 Peter 1:4  
 
All that Jesus calls us to is related to our divine nature.  

o He gives a new heart  
o He renews our minds  
o He gives a new way to do things 
o He fills with His spirit – give us a strength we won’t have without the Spirit. 

 
Read John 17:16  
 
How? We are to be	in	the world but not	of	it— what does this mean: 
As Oswald Chambers says, “It means - to be separated internally, not externally.”  
 
Our Lord was not a recluse, nor a fanatical holy man practicing self-denial. He did not physically cut Himself off from 
society, but He was inwardly disconnected all the time.  
 
Remember, He was not aloof, but He lived in another world. This world was not his home. In fact, He was so much in 
the common everyday world that the religious people of His day accused Him of being a glutton and a drunkard. 
Yet our Lord never allowed anything to interfere with His consecration of spiritual power. 
 

1. Ephesians 5:1-2. Follow God’s example,	therefore, as dearly loved children	and walk in the way of love, just 
as Christ loved us	and gave himself up for us	as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. Family – function … 
walk in the way of … give up your life as an act of worship ... all day and everyday  

2. We must make a deliberate determination to be interested only in what God is interested. The way to make 
that determination, when faced with a perplexing problem, is to ask yourself, “Is this the kind of thing in 
which Jesus Christ is interested, or is it something in which the spirit is diametrically opposed to what Jesus 
is interested in?” 

 
Let us not mistake the humility and modesty of the manger to miss who this child is.  
This is the child that makes us children ... Children of God. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS ABOUT: 

• Believing - Do you believe? 
• Receiving – Have you received? 
• Becoming – Are you becoming? Are you growing into the person that God has on His mind? 

 


