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HOLY COMMUNION 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    

 

PRELUDE  

                                          

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 

Blessed be God’s name forever.  Amen. 
 

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 

Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of new beginnings, 

we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 

We have strayed from your paths.  We prepare for war instead of peace. 

We dishonor one another and your creation.  Purify us with your refining fire 

and set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 

and welcome your coming among us.  Amen. 
 

People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, 

a living sign.  By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been washed away. 

Rejoice in the way of the Lord.  Amen. 

 

*ENTRANCE HYMN “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” ELW #249 

 

GREETING ELW p. 138 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also, with you. 

 

The Advent Wreath    Second Sunday of Advent 

Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again. 

You fasten righteousness around your waist and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire. 

Bless us as we mirror your mighty fire in these simple flames, and teach us to mirror your 

justice in the paths we prepare.  We ask that peace abound, until none hurt or destroy over all 

the earth.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray, 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture 

our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

 



FIRST READING:                  ISAIAH 11:1-10 

Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line (the 

stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and 

danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence. 

 
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

  the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.  He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

  or decide by what his ears hear; 

 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the 

earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall 

kill the wicked. 

 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the 

lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 

 7The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat 

straw like the ox. 

 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand 

on the adder’s den. 

 9They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the 

knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire 

of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

PSALM (Read Responsively)  PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19 
 
1Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 
 

2that he may rule your | people righteously and the | poor with justice; 
 

3that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, and the | hills, in righteousness. 
 

4Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, rescue the poor, and crush | the 

oppressor.  
 

5May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, from one generation | to another. 
 

6Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 
 

7In his time may the | righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon 

shall | be no more. 
 

18Blessed are you, LORD God, the | God of Israel; you alone do | wondrous deeds! 
 

19And blessed be your glorious | name forever, and may all the earth be filled with your glory. 

A- | men. Amen.  

 



SECOND READING ROMANS 15:4-13  

God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been fulfilled in 

Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging each other just as 

Christ has welcomed them into God’s family. 
 
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness 

and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness 

and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ 

Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 

God.  8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth 

of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the 

Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,  

“Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name”; 10and again 

he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 11and again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

and let all the peoples praise him”; 12and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the 

one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.”  13May the God of hope fill 

you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the 

Holy Spirit. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.   
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (sung)  ELW p. 142 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew 3:1-12 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

*GOSPEL READING  MATTHEW 3:1-12 

Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend 

their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come. 
 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for 

the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when 

he said,   “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make 

his paths straight.’ ”  4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his 

waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea 

were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in 

the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees 

coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 

wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We 

have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children 

to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not 

bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  11“I baptize you with water for 

repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry 

his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his 

hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the 

chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 



SERMON 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY “Prepare the Royal Highway” ELW #264 

 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED  ELW p. 105 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for 

new hope. 

A brief silence. 

 

A:  God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn writers and theologians. 

Inspire teachers, writers, and musicians to delight and instruct your people. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

A:  You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and destruction will be no more. 

Teach us to be stewards of the earth and companions to its creatures. Restore to balance and 

wholeness what human greed has harmed. God, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 

 

A:  You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up leaders who will govern 

with equity and serve the common good. Guide judges, lawmakers, and public officials to 

protect the rights of those who cannot advocate for themselves. God, in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

 

A:  You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of any who are 

exploited or abused, especially children, elders, and victims of human trafficking. Provide 

safety and help to our neighbors without shelter, refugees, and those fleeing violence. God, in 

your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

A:  You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed us. Nurture 

ministries of hospitality and care in this and every congregation. We pray for people who are 

homebound, hospitalized, or separated from loved ones especially those we name in our 

hearts…(pause). God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

A:  You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we give thanks for their 

faithful witness. Sustain us in hope until we are united with them in the joy of your eternal 

presence. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

P:  God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and 

join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

* PEACE 

 

OFFERING   

   



OFFERING PRAYER       

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 

Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your 

mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. 

We ask this through Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING & HOLY, HOLY ELW p. 144 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

 

LORD’S PRAYER ELW p. 145, right side 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Be strong, do not fear! 

 

COMMUNION “Lamb of God” ELW p. 146 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray. 

Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in 

the body and blood of Christ.  As we wait for the day when all your promises will be 

fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery.  Guide us toward your 

promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

*EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

P:  In the name of God: 

We send you forth with Word and Sacrament to our homebound, that they may share with 

us in the communion of Christ’s Body and Blood.  We who are many are one body, because 

we all share one bread, one cup in Christ Jesus, Our Lord.  Amen.  

 

*BLESSING 

God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the Holy 

Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

 

*SENDING SONG “All Earth is Hopeful”  ELW #266 

 
 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 



*POSTLUDE 

  

Participants 

Presiding and Preaching Pastor Rita Augsburger 

Assisting Minister Jane Cade 

Coordinator of Music and Technology/Organist/Handbells Rick Strine 

Technical Director Jeremy Hahn 

Audio/Visual Audio/Visual Team  

Bell Ringer Bob Tyler 

Greeters Carol & Bob Tyler 

Check-In Mary Jo Rowley & Carol Tyler  

Communion Aide Carol Tyler 

Money Counters Karen & Steven Wenger, Carol & Ken Broeking  

Altar Flowers The Taute Family in Honor of Ella’s Birthday 

Son Rise Café Pat Dalen 

 

 

Prayer Requests  
Matt Andrews and Family, Molly & Baby Berry, Mary Ellen Burns,  

Larry Haab, Greg Lage, Ron Leschewski & family, Carolyn Renton 
  

If you’d like to add someone to the Prayer Request list, please contact Kay at the office. 

Prayer requests remain on the list for 3 weeks and can be extended longer at your request. 

 

Welcome to all of you here and to those participating on-line 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
1. Adult Education & Youth Faith Foundation are meeting after worship. 

2. Our next Meet, Eat & Greet is this Thursday.  Please join us for lunch! 

3. The AMELCA team served 39 clients on Wednesday, 11/30.  They served 71 clients last 

week; the day before Thanksgiving. 

4. We have revived the Christmas Program!  Please contact Molly Berry if your young 

person is available to participate in the Christmas Program on Sunday, December 18th.  

Saturday, December 17th is Christmas Program Practice from 9:30AM-Noon. 

5. Poinsettia forms are in the Narthex.  Please indicate if your poinsettia is given “In 

Memory of” or “In Honor of”.  Forms must be turned into the office no later than 

Sunday, December 11th.  Please bring or have your poinsettia delivered to the church on 

December 22nd between 9:00AM – 12Noon and 1:00PM - 4:00PM. 

6. Baby Jesus items are being collected through December 18th – boxes are in the Narthex. 



7. Annual reports were due to the office on 12/1.  Please submit your report if you have not 

already done so. 

8. The Finance Committee is working on the 2023 Budget.  If you have not submitted your 

pledge card, there are extras on the table in the back of the church. 

9. The Finance Committee is meeting at 4:30PM on Thursday, December 8th. 

10. FELC Foundation is meeting at 5:30PM on Thursday, December 8th. 

11. The Annual Congregation Meeting will be Sunday, January 22nd, 2023. 

12. The church office will be closed Monday, 12/26, for the Christmas Holiday, and closed 

on Tuesday, 12/27, per our normal schedule.  The office will also be closed on Monday 

1/2, for the New Year’s Holiday, and closed on Tuesday, 1/3, per our normal schedule.  

Money Counters will need to reschedule on both weeks. 

We Prepare our Hearts and Minds for Worship 

 

 

UPCOMING DATES TO MARK ON YOUR CALENDAR  

 

MEET, EAT & GREET 
(MEG) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming MEG Luncheons 

Thursday’s at Noon 

December 8 

January 12 

February 9 

March 9 

April 13 

May 11 

June 8 

Alert Cookie Bakers and Carolers:  

Let’s have a large group of carolers gather to brighten the season for our 

Homebound.  Sunday, December 11th is the date for cookie delivery and 

caroling for our Homebound.  Cookies will be packaged on that Sunday at 

9:30AM.  Bring your homemade cookies, marked “FOR CAROLING”, to 

the kitchen the week of December 4th from 9:00AM-4:00PM Monday, 

Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday or by 9:30AM on Sunday December 11th.  

Carolers will meet at the church at 1:00PM on the 11th to pick-up cookies 

and get route instructions.  Following the caroling there is an opportunity 

for socializing.  Sign-up sheet is in the narthex. 

 

Saturday, December 17th is the Youth Christmas Program Practice 

from 9:30AM-Noon.  Our Youth Christmas Program is Sunday, 

December 18th.  Please contact Molly Berry for more information. 
 



 

 

 

       

     

   Future Artist? 

 
 
 

Christmas Services Will Be: 

• December 24th: 3:30PM at FELC 

• December 24th: 7:00PM at Holy Cross 

• December 25th: 9:15AM at Holy Cross (Joint Worship) 

 

 

2023 ART WORKSHOPS 

Thursday’s 1:00PM – 2:30PM 

Dates of Workshops: 

• January 19 (snow date January 26)     

• February 16 

• March 2 

• March 16 

• March 30 

If interested, RSVP to office 



 
 

 

 

 

But the fruit of the spirit is (Galatians 5:22-23) 

(Insert missing letters to complete the words) 

 
 

L__v__,  J__y,  P__a__e,  P__t__e__c__, 

K__n__n__s__,  G__o__n__s__,    

F__i__h__u__n__s__,   G__n__l__n__s__, 

and  S__l__-  c__n__r__l.   
 

 



 



The gifts of the Holy Spirit are (Isaiah 11:1-3): 

Wisdom – the ability to see with eyes of faith and to judge God’s will for you. 

Understanding – gives you a grasp of what Jesus means in your life and the lives 

of others. 

Counsel and Might – strength/courage needed to face troubles and make decisions 

Knowledge – aware of Jesus’ message 

Fear (reverence & awe) of the Lord – deep appreciation of God’s power, love, and 

awe in how God operates in your life. 

 


