
 

Worship Outline 

December 4, 2022 

Advent 2:  Peace 
 

THIS WEEK AT BRECHIN 
 

Minister:  Tif McNaughton 
Music Director & Choral Leader:  Tim Weger 
Reader:   Rob Russell 
Greeters/Welcome Table:  Theo Johnstone & Linda Braid 

 

Welcome and Announcements  

Brechin United is an Affirming Congregation, which is a denominational designation, declaring 

that this is a place where you are loved, in all of who you are, without discrimination based on 

sexual orientation or gender identity, cultural background, ability, age, or economic 

circumstance.  

 

Land Acknowledgement  

This land on which we gather is the traditional land of the Snuneymuxw people.  They have lived 

and thrived here for thousands of years.  We give thanks for the land and its people and we pray 

that, in our worship and our daily lives, we may honour the traditions and respect that is held for 

this land.  

 

Lighting the Christ Candle  

The Christ Candle was already lit, here to greet us as we gathered; even as we wait for Christ’s 

arrival, he is with us.  

Holy One, we gather here to celebrate your presence in these days.  You are known to us as 

Wisdom Incarnate, as Flickering Flame, as Spirit of Life, as Hope, Peace, Joy and Love, 

Enfleshed.  We open our hearts to the beautiful mystery that is Emmanuel, God-with-us, Love 

Incarnate, Divinity Enfleshed.  

The Hope of God-With-Us does not come as guaranteed outcome, or predetermined plan, or 

promise of a happy ending.  Hope cannot be imposed from on high.  Hope cannot be 

commanded.  The hope of God-with-us is courageous, risky, unfolding, indeterminate.  The Hope 

of God-With-Us is collective, liberating us from deadly complacency.  Hope is gestating in 

darkness; it comes unexpectedly.  Hope invites our expectation, and demands our participation. 

Prepare the way for hope with courage!  May Hope be birthed among, within, and through us, 

this Advent.  In our searching, may we look high and wide and deep and find Hope shining like a 

star.   

 

(The Hope candle is lit) 

 

The Peace of God-With-Us does not come as law and order, or enforcement and control.  Peace 

cannot be imposed from on high.  Peace cannot be commanded.  The Peace of God-With-Us is 

chaotic, wild, unruly, unpredictable.  The Peace of God-With-Us is collective, liberating us from 

deadly complicity.  Peace is gestating in darkness; it comes unexpectedly.  Peace invites our 

expectation, and demands our participation.  Prepare the way, for peace with justice.  May 

Peace be birthed among, within, and through us, this Advent.  In our searching, may we look 

high and wide and deep and find Peace shining like a star.  

 

(The Peace candle is lit) 



Hymn:    VU 7  “Hope is a Star”  (Verses 1 & 2) 

 
(Words:  Brian Wren 1983; Music:  Joan Collier Fogg 1987 

Words and music copyright © 1989 Hope Publishing Company 

Reprinted under ONE LICENSE, License #A-725593) 

 

1. Hope is a star that shines in the night, 

 leading us on till the morning is bright. 

 When God is a child there’s joy in our song. 

 The last shall be first 

 and the weak shall be strong, 

 and none shall be afraid. 

 

2. Peace is a ribbon that circles the earth,  

 giving a promise of safety and worth.   

 When God is a child there’s joy in our song.   

 The last shall be first  

 and weak shall be strong,  

 and none shall be afraid. 

 

Theme Time:  Advent traditions:  Colours and Images  

 

Scripture:  Isaiah 11:1-10  The peaceable reign of God  

  Matthew 3:1-12  John the Baptist Preaches  

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church  

And let us give thanks!  

 

Reflection:  Pieces of Peace  

 

Hymn:     VU 8  “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”   

 
(Words:  German, 15th century  

English trans. Theodore Baker 1894, French trans. L. Monastier 1926 

Music:  German traditional melody 1599, harm. Michael Praetorius 1609, Public Domain) 

 

1 Lo, how a rose e'er blooming from tender stem hath sprung, 

 of Jesse's lineage coming, as seers of old have sung. 

 It came a blossom bright, 

 amid the cold of winter, when half spent was the night. 

 

2 Isaiah 'twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind, 

 with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind. 

 To show God's love aright 

 she bore for us a Saviour when half spent was the night.  
 

Offering  

 

Offering Hymn:   VU 541  “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

(Words:  Thomas Ken ca 1674 

Music:  Genevan Psalter 1551 

Public Domain) 



 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

praise God, all creatures high and low;  

give thanks to God in love made known,  

Creator, Word and Spirit, One. 

Offertory Prayer 

 

Passing of the Peace  

We greeted one another as we arrived today, and as we prepare for communion, let us greet one 

another again, newly aware of the peace of Christ flowing in each of us and the joy of sharing it 

with others.  I invite you to share the peace by saying ‘peace be with you’ to those around you, in 

these moments before our next hymn. 

 

Hymn:   VU 29  “Hark the Glad Sound”  (verses 1, 3, 4)  

 

(Words:  Philip Doddridge 1738, alt. 

Music Thomas Haweis 1792, adapt. Samuel Webbe 1808, desc. John Wilson 

Descant copyright © Hope Publishing Company 
Reprinted under ONE LICENSE, License #A-725593) 

 

1.   Hark, the glad sound!   

 The Saviour comes,  

 the Saviour promised long;  

 let every heart prepare a throne,  

 and every voice a song. 

 

3. He comes,  

 the broken heart to bind,  

 the bleeding soul to cure,  

 and with the treasures of his grace  

 to bless the humble poor. 

 

4. Our glad hosannas,  

 Prince of Peace,  

 your welcome shall proclaim,  

 and heaven’s eternal arches ring  

 with your beloved name. 

 

Prayers of Acknowledgement and Reconciliation  

 

Communion 

In the sacrament of Communion the ordinary things of life —water, bread, wine— point beyond 

themselves to God and God’s love, 

teaching us to be alert 

to the sacred in the midst of life.  

This is not the table of Sands Funeral Home, Brechin, or the United Church of Canada, or the 

worldwide church.  It is Christ’s table, and all are welcome at this table.  Welcome, friends and 

relations.  Gathered here for this feast, we find nourishment for the journey we are on.  The Holy 

One who walked with our ancestors walks with us now and will walk with the children of the 

years to come.  

 



The Holy One be with you 

And also with you 
Open your hearts to the One who is Love 

We open our hearts to you, O God 
Let us give thanks to God with us 

To the One who took on flesh, we give thanks and praise 

 

Creator of all that is, Mother of life itself, by your hand we were formed. 

You made us relational. 

You created us to thrive – not alone, but together. 

You shaped the entire cosmos so that every form of life depends on another. 

You never intended for us to power through these lives alone. 

You made us strong and resilient people, but equally vulnerable and dependent on you, the earth, 

and all our neighbours. 

You gifted us with the need to rely on one another, 

bone of each other’s bone, flesh of each other’s flesh. 

In your wisdom, you created us with both desire and need to be in community. 

Therefore we join our voices with your people on earth and all the company of the heavens, 

singing praise to you, 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy One 

God of justice and love 

Heaven and earth are full of your wonder 

Hosanna among us 

 

In our longing for your presence with us, we slip in to expecting your arrival in traditional 

places of power.  We seek our hope and salvation in the false promises of dominance and might. 

We think things will go our way because our way is good!  But instead, you brought us salvation 

through vulnerability.  You brought us peace even in uncertainty.  You too became bone of our 

bone, flesh of our flesh.  God, in the form of a baby, you made yourself dependent on us.  An 

infant, revealing the transformative power of giving and receiving love in this life. 

Throughout the life of Jesus, we saw lives transformed by your willingness to make yourself 

vulnerable.  Some fed you and raised you and befriended you, others persecuted you.  Still, 

today, the ones who dare to risk it all on love are not always safe. 

On the night of his arrest, Jesus shared a meal with his companions. 

He took bread, blessed it, broke it, gave it to his disciples.  As then, today we hear: 

“This is my body, my life among you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.” 

After the meal, he took the cup, blessed it, and shared it.  As then, today we hear: 

“This cup that is poured out is the new covenant, my care among you.” 

In remembrance of all you have done to save us, 

we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 

 

Christ was birthed among us. 

Christ was killed among us.  

Christ rises again among us.  

 

Pour out your Spirit on these gifts, O God.  Give us a taste of resurrection hope that lasts 

through even the most challenging of relational betrayals.  Meet us in this bread and this cup 

and hear the prayers of your people in this aching world.  Come, O Come, Emmanuel. 

In collective longing for a taste of your Kindom on earth, 

we join together in echoing the prayer of Jesus: 



Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 

Thy Kindom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespassed against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the Kindom, the power, and the glory for ever. 

Amen. 

 

We will now receive the elements of the meal; when our ushers return to the front, we will 

partake in communion together.  

 

Prayer after receiving 

God, we recognize the ways you still make yourself vulnerable to us today.  In gratitude for a 

taste of your Kindom, may our discipleship shape us into fierce opponents of harm, give us 

courage to practice our own vulnerability, and help us to honour the sacredness of our need for 

one another.  In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

 

Benediction  

 

Sung response:   MV 214  “May God’s Sheltering Wings”  

 

(Words and music:  Judith Snowdon, 2004 

Words and music copyright © 2004 by Judith Snowdon.  UBP 
Reprinted under ONE LICENSE, License #A-725593) 

 

May God’s sheltering wings,  

their gathering wings protect you.   

May God’s nurturing arms,  

their cradling arms sustain you,  

and hold you in their love,  

and hold you in their love. 

 

 

 

 

(Advent liturgy and Communion Liturgy adapted from Enfleshed.com) 


