
Thursday, December 1, 2022

Hi everyone, today’s devotional comes from Isaiah 14:24-32.

Isaiah 14:24-32

[24] The LORD of hosts has sworn:
“As I have planned,

so shall it be,
and as I have purposed,

so shall it stand,
[25] that I will break the Assyrian in my land,

and on my mountains trample him underfoot;
and his yoke shall depart from them,

and his burden from their shoulder.”

[26] This is the purpose that is purposed
concerning the whole earth,

and this is the hand that is stretched out
over all the nations.

[27] For the LORD of hosts has purposed,
and who will annul it?

His hand is stretched out,
and who will turn it back?

[28] In the year that King Ahaz died came this oracle:

[29] Rejoice not, O Philistia, all of you,
that the rod that struck you is broken,

for from the serpent’s root will come forth an adder,
and its fruit will be a flying fiery serpent.

[30] And the firstborn of the poor will graze,
and the needy lie down in safety;

but I will kill your root with famine,
and your remnant it will slay.

[31] Wail, O gate; cry out, O city;
melt in fear, O Philistia, all of you!

For smoke comes out of the north,
and there is no straggler in his ranks.

[32] What will one answer the messengers of the nation?
“The LORD has founded Zion,

and in her the afflicted of his people find refuge.”



When God makes a promise to His people in scripture, how are we moved? How much do we
believe it? When Jesus promised that He will be with us always to the end of the age, how much
do you believe it? When Jesus promised that He will return, how much do you believe it? God
says that His plans will come to pass and His purposes will stand. And we can put our trust in
the One whose plans and purposes cannot be moved.

Earlier in chapter 14, we’ve read about God’s promise to have compassion upon Israel once
again. God promises to save a remnant by bringing down the Babylonian Empire. A kingdom so
great will in the future be wiped out and will become nothing. And it’s through Babylon’s demise
that God will bring a remnant of Israel back to their land. But that time has not yet come. In fact,
this isn’t even going to happen for at least another 150 years!

So Isaiah then moves on to foretell the impending fate of two other kingdoms: Assyria and
Philistia. And these oracles will be fulfilled much sooner as a foretaste of the future punishment
of Babylon and the future deliverance of Israel. And God says that these things will surely come
to pass because His plans and purposes are resolute.

In order for us to understand the importance of these two oracles against Assyria and Philistia, I
think we need to better understand its history. So saddle up and let’s dive into the passage as
well as some history.

Let’s briefly talk about Philistia. You might recall the nation of Philistia by its people, the
Philistines. And in verses 29-31, Isaiah prophesied that Philistia has a bleak future. It’s not worth
rejoicing in. In fact, he says that they are going to wail and melt in fear. This great city of Philistia
will become a weeping and wailing city. And what we come to see in history is that Philistia
disappeared from written history during the 6th century BC when Nebuchadnezzer, the king of
Babylon, conquered Philistia and destroyed several cities.

So Isaiah prophesied to the people of Judah that Philistia will fall. But on top of that, he
prophesied that God will break Assyria. Assyria was a real threat to both kingdoms of Israel: the
northern kingdom and the southern kingdom. Around 740 BC, Assyria began their conquest of
the northern kingdom of Israel. And then roughly twenty years later, Assyria conquered
Samaria, the capital city of Israel. And in the days of Isaiah, Assyria was also a real threat to the
southern kingdom of Judah. Then, in 701 BC, the Assyrians marched south into Judah. But 2
Chronicles 32:22 tells us that the Assyrians were unable to capture Jerusalem due to the Lord’s
intervention. And our passage today tells us that not even the great might of Assyria can
prevent God from carrying out His plan. Four times, we see the word “purpose.” And the very
purposes of God are unshakeable. God’s plan and purposes have the last say in His kingdom.
Not even the great might of Assyria can prevent him from carrying out his plan.

In scripture, God makes other promises, that there will be a day of final judgment, when the
Lord of hosts will come to judge the world. And God’s plan will come to pass. His purposes will
stand. And on that Day, we can hope in the Lord and trust Him in His character, His promises,
and His salvation. The Lord will surely accomplish his unchanging purpose of salvation through



judgment. And as verse 32 alludes, only those who trust in Jesus, the sure foundation of Zion,
will find refuge.

Today, let’s put our hope in the One who is faithful to keep His promises, in the One whose
plans and promises are unshakeable. And let’s trust in Jesus and find refuge in His salvation.


