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Church Office Hours 

Monday – Friday 9am – 3pm 

The church will be closed December 26th – 30th. 

May you find yourself surprised by Love, Hope, Joy, and Peace this season! 

A Merry Christmas and Wondrous New Year from the staff at Hope Lutheran Church! 

 

PASTOR’S PAGE 

In the back yard of the house I used to live in there was a tree. A pussy willow tree, to be 

exact. Every spring, usually while there was still a blanket of wet snow on the ground, that 

tree would put forth its beautiful furry buds – a kind of first fruits of the season to come. We 

welcomed them as the first sign of the imminent thaw, and we helped ourselves to generous 

numbers of long fronds for displays. 

Once, in a moment I’ll never forget, I was wrestling with my infant son to get him into his five-

point harness in the car, parked in the back driveway beside that willow tree. All of the 

sudden he stopped struggling and gazed with wondrous attention over my shoulder. I looked 

around to see what could be so captivating and saw the branches and slender leaves of the 

tree waving gently in the wind. The interplay of light and shadow was almost abstract in its 

beauty, and I paused to absorb it, along with my little child who had led me into this moment 

of grace. 

We loved our willow tree but it grew so vigorously that it started to brush up against the power 

lines that supplied electricity to the house. Also, its beautiful pussy willow buds had grown 

sparse and were now so high up in the air we couldn’t reach them to enjoy. We had to cut it 

down. Out of its cluster of five trunks I left just one, sheared off at a height of about five feet. It 

looked pretty sad for a while there, like not much was left or ever would be again. But it only 



 

 

took one season for it to be bursting forth again, richer than ever in its beautiful buds. In fact I 

had to cut it down again, this time right to the ground, but again it came back. We now had a 

pussy willow bush, with the biggest, fattest pussy willow buds you ever saw. 

God’s people are a tree that has been cut down again and again through history. God’s 

people are a tree that has grown up again from the stump to bear fresh new shoots and fruits 

– again and again through history. 

In the times of John the Forerunner the tree of God’s people had become dry with worldliness 

in one trunk and brittle with hyper-religiosity in the other. The worldly Saducees were proud of 

their religious heritage, believed it was good for them and their children in order to have a 

“solid foundation” (as they put it) in good morals and proper ethics… but in every other 

respect they were indistinguishable from the world’s culture around them. They pledged their 

allegiance to Ceasar, they paid their taxes in Roman coin, they went to the theatre and public 

baths. The hyper-religious Pharisees, similarly proud of their spiritual heritage, made it the 

center of their identity. They made sure to follow all the rules, and then some. They were 

more pious than anyone else on the block. They carefully seperated themselves from any 

worldly influence. 

Such a twin-trunked tree, while appearing tall and strong, bore little of the fruit of active 

justice, compassion, or joy that God looks for in the tree of his people. So God sent John with 

urgent words of warning: 

 Prepare the way of the Lord! 

 You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 

 Bear fruit worthy of repentance! 

Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire! 

The tree that God planted is meant to provide nourishing fruit for all the peoples. Its fronds 

are intended to give beauty to the earth. It is not enough to have a fine and beautiful heritage. 

This tree is for shade and pleasure and joy and abundance – for all of God’s children. Those 

who are part of this tree are commanded to love their enemies, work for peace, stand with the 

oppressed, and care for the earth and all its creatures. 

This Advent I hope that you will spend time in contemplation of the beauty of God’s tree, the 

church. That you will be led into a moment of grace and gratitude for what God is doing in the 

world through God’s people – packing shoe boxes of supplies for children in need around the 

world, reaching out to support students on our university campuses, giving space for a 

ministry to Chinese students, donating items to refugee families, knitting blankets to keep 

strangers warm, physically and spiritually… and these are just some of the things happening 

in our own community of Hope! The tree of the church extends beyond this place, and is 

active in many other places to bring shelter and joy to people around the world. 

This Advent I also hope you will receive the courage to look at this tree critically and become 

willing to cut down those branches that are not bearing fruit. God’s promise is that when we 

let go of what is not fruitful—in the church or in our lives—something new will grow. The 



 

 

church is God’s tree. Your life is God’s tree – lovingly tended by a gardener who wants only 

for beauty to flourish. Trust the promise! Repent and believe the good news! 

May the blessing of God be with you in this season of waiting and watchfulness, repentance 

and renewal. 

Pastor Kristian 

Advent Antiphons 

Sr. M. Charlita, I.H.M. 

From Mary's sweet silence, 
Come, Word mutely spoken! 

Pledge of our real life, 
Come, Bread yet unbroken! 

Seed of the Golden Wheat, 
In us be sown. 

Fullness of true Light, 
Through us be known. 

Secret held tenderly, 
Guarded with Love, 

Cradled in purity, 
Child of the Dove, 

COME! 

Advent Credo 

From Walking on Thorns, by Allan Boesak 

It is not true that creation and the human family are doomed to destruction and loss— 
This is true: For God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life; 

It is not true that we must accept inhumanity and discrimination, hunger and poverty, death 
and destruction— 
This is true: I have come that they may have life, and that abundantly. 

It is not true that violence and hatred should have the last word, and that war and destruction 
rule forever— 
This is true: Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given, and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder, his name shall be called wonderful councilor, mighty God, the Everlasting, 
the Prince of peace. 

It is not true that we are simply victims of the powers of evil who seek to rule the world— 
This is true: To me is given authority in heaven and on earth, and lo I am with you, even until 
the end of the world. 



 

 

It is not true that we have to wait for those who are specially gifted, who are the prophets of 
the Church before we can be peacemakers— 
This is true: I will pour out my spirit on all flesh and your sons and daughters shall prophesy, 
your young men shall see visions and your old men shall have dreams. 

It is not true that our hopes for liberation of humankind, of justice, of human dignity of peace 
are not meant for this earth and for this history— 
This is true: The hour comes, and it is now, that the true worshipers shall worship God in 
spirit and in truth. 

So let us enter Advent in hope, even hope against hope. Let us see visions of love and peace 
and justice. Let us affirm with humility, with joy, with faith, with courage: Jesus Christ—the life 
of the world. 

“Practicing Dinner Church at Hope Lutheran, Calgary: Recovering a Practice of Early 

Christianity”  

On November 30 Pastor Kristian handed in his final paper for DWS 704, “The Sacred Actions 

of Ministry.” His project was to create a Rite for Holy Communion in the Home, based on 

research about the origins of the Eucharist and the way it was practiced in the early church. 

Earlier this year, as part of the project, Hope members participated in Dinner Church events 

and reported on their experiences. The following is excerpted from his paper. 

The body of Christ is nurtured and sustained when its members participate in the 

Lord’s Supper. From their earliest beginnings followers of Jesus gathered to remember and 

worship Christ at meal-worship events named variously “The Lord’s Supper” (1 Cor 11:20), 

“The Eucharist” (Didache 9), and “the Love (Gr. agape) Feast” (Jude 12). These meal-

worship events strengthened social bonds among their participants, and helped form their 

identity as people who remembered and followed Jesus, whose lives were given up as 

thanksgiving to God, and who took part in a community of love. While the form of the meal-

worship event changed from a home-based evening dinner with worship to a public morning 

event with a token sacramental meal it still nurtured and sustained the body of Christ. The 

Augsburg Confession, written in 1530 and authoritative up to the present day for Lutherans 

around the world, names the Meal as central to the identity of the church. “The Church is the 

congregation of saints, in which the Gospel is rightly taught and the Sacraments are rightly 

administered.”  

Hope Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Canada located in Calgary, Alberta, that has been nurtured by participation in the sacrament 

since its establishment in 1962… 

Throughout the changes of the past sixty years, weekly celebration of the sacrament 

has remained a constant… Members value the sacrament as a point of spiritual connection 

with Christ and the community of faith, requesting to receive communion when they are 

home-bound or in hospital… 

Although Hope members value the sacrament deeply, in recent years an increasing 

number of them are unable to attend worship and take part in the Lord’s Supper in person on 

Sunday mornings. There are several reasons: 1) an ageing demographic means more people 



 

 

are developing health issues that a) sometimes prevent them from leaving their homes and b) 

cause them to move to care facilities where they have limited mobility, especially to travel 

outside; 2) in the younger age groups of the congregation, many are scheduled to work on 

Sundays and thus cannot attend church; 3) changing social attitudes mean that many 

prioritize work or recreational commitments on Sunday mornings… 

[But] what if more than one person was authorized and trained to preside in a 

congregation? What if members were able to celebrate communion, not only in the church 

building, but also in their homes? How might the body of Christ be additionally nurtured and 

strengthened for mission in the world? 

This project will see the creation of a Rite for Holy Communion in the Home, to be 

celebrated usually in the context of a meal and led by a member of the gathered group. The 

rite will also be adaptable for use in care facilities with, for example, a family member of a 

resident leading the service and other family members and friends gathered. Celebrating the 

Eucharist in this way will empower members of Hope to be ministers of the Sacrament in their 

own places of residence and strengthen the body of Christ in this congregation… 

… Through this program members of Hope Lutheran who have been unable to access 

the sacrament because of mobility issues or lifestyle constraints will have new options for 

participation in the Lord’s Supper. They will have the ability to gather with members of 

Christ’s body and be spiritually nourished through the sacrament. The Rite for Holy 

Communion in the Home will help nurture and sustain the body of Christ amongst the 

members of Hope Lutheran Church. 

Throughout the story of God, from the pages of Scripture to the history of the church, 

God’s people have seen their bonds with each other strengthened and their connection with 

God’s own being nurtured in meal-worship events. These events are separable for the 

purposes of analysis into the meal times and worship times; but from an experiential point of 

view they are one event: neither a time of worship that happens to be followed by a meal, nor 

a meal that incidentally has a time of worship after it. This is true of the Feast of Weeks 

described in Deuteronomy 26:1-11, the Feast of Trumpets as practiced by Ezra as told in 

Nehemiah 8:1-12, and the story of the Feeding of the Five Thousand in Mark 6:30-44, which 

is an image of the Eucharist as practiced by the early church. 

When the Jewish and Gentile Christians of Paul’s community at Corinth met, or the 

Jewish-Christian congregation of the Didache gathered, it was on the model of a Greco-

Roman banquet. They did not differentiate between their meal and worship times, but 

considered the whole event to be their time to experience Jesus presence in a meal and also 

in their prayers, hymns, and exhortations. 

Even in post-Constantinian history, when Christians gathered in large groups in public 

ecclesial buildings and the meal had become a token reception of a mouthful of bread and 

wine, Word and Meal were not separate but part of one worship event called the Mass, which 

continued to nurture and sustain Christ’s body the church. 



 

 

When the Moravians gathered on Zinzendorf’s estate for their first love feast in 1727, 

although they did not consider the event technically sacramental, still it resembled the pattern 

of meeting of the early church in which the gifts of the Spirit were poured out as believers met 

together for a meal; the body of Christ was nurtured once again in the context of a 

community’s meal. 

Although his own practice was to maintain the form of the Mass, but with evangelical 

adjustments to its theology, and to continue with the Sacrament of the Table as a token meal 

presided over by a priest, Luther’s reflections on the theology of the Sacrament show an 

openness to other forms of practice. He recommended that committed Christians gather in 

small groups in homes “to pray, to read, to baptize, to receive the sacrament, and to do other 

Christian works.” He felt that the chief benefit of the Sacrament was for the believer to 

experience union with Christ’s body, as both his real and physical manifestation in the bread 

and wine, and his presence in the community. And he opened the possibility of householders 

acting as presiders at the Sacrament by affirming the priesthood of all believers. 

Scripture, historical Christian practices, and Luther’s theology of the Sacrament all 

offer precedents for gathering to celebrate the Eucharist in fresh yet faithful and deeply 

rooted ways. The church of the twenty-first century could be nurtured and sustained by 

home-based, small group gatherings that are suited to the present culture yet fundamentally 

resemble the ways that the people of God have gathered for centuries—at a meal that is also 

worship, worship that is also a meal. 

 

WORSHIP NEWS 

Annual Christmas Pageant – Sunday, December 18th at 10:00am. Please bring your family 

and friends for this joyous morning as we celebrate the greatest gift! This year, welcomes 

everyone to join in so even if your children or grandchildren, friends, etc. don’t attend SS at 

Hope, we will be sure to find a part for them! 

Everyone is welcome to stay for a potluck lunch – bring a dish or two to share. 

 



 

 

Christmas Services at Hope in 2022 

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the 

light of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. 

Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. 

The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including lowly 

shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ 

with the whole world.  

December 21 - The Longest Night  

7:00pm - Service of Readings and Prayers 

December 24 - Christmas Eve 

4:30pm - Service of Readings and Carols 

7:00pm - Service of Word and Sacrament 

December 25 - Christmas Day 

10:00am - Worship Service 

January 1 – New Years Day  

10:00am – Worship Service 

All Christmas services will be livestreamed except the service on Christmas Day (so our tech 
team can enjoy some time with their families)! 

2022 Tax Receipts and 2022 Cut-off - If you are not planning to attend a service in person 
before December 26th, and had planned to make a final offering donation for 2022, please 
mail it well in advance, or drop it off in person to the office or send an e-transfer before 
December 22th at noon. CRA regulations require that donations be RECEIVED before 
December 30, regardless of the date on a cheque etc. Due to the bank hours the final 2022 
count will be done shortly after December 26 and the church office will not have regular hours 
between Christmas and New Year. Receipts will be available in early 2023 as usual. Thanks 
to everyone for their ongoing support as we reopened our doors this year.   
 
2023 Offering Envelopes are available for pickup at the church. Your number is the same 

as last year but please use 2023 envelopes starting in January. If you are not currently 

getting envelopes and would like some, please contact the office. If you feel you won't be 

needing envelopes in 2023, possibly because you will be switching to PAR or email, also 

please let us know. Envelope numbers may have changed for 2023 so please use your new 

envelopes in the new year. It's fine to use a combination of envelopes and email or PAR, if 



 

 

that's your preference. If you would like to switch to PAR, please contact the office.  PAR can 

be done via debit (which has flat fee of $0.50) or credit card (which has a 2.5% fee). 

Home Communion Sunday is December 4, 2022. 

Thanks to our dedicated volunteers for making this opportunity to commune a possibility for 

all members. If you or a family member are no longer able to get to worship on Sunday, or if 

you feel called to support this ministry, please speak with Zena or Pastor about becoming a 

part of this program. 

Have you signed up to usher? It’s an easy, but very necessary part of Sunday Worship.  
Please speak to Zena. 
 
Altar flowers are a beautiful addition to the sanctuary on Sundays. The weekly bouquet 
costs $50 – if you would like to sponsor a bouquet for a particular date, please contact the 
office, or use the sign-up sheet. Once you sign up for a bouquet, please include the $50 in 
your offering envelope or e-transfer (please let us know what the donation is for!) 
 
Thank you to the following folks for sponsoring the December bouquets: 
December 4 – Reg Erhardt in loving memory of his parents and wife, Betty 
December 11 – Steve Medhurst & Marianne Astle 
 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Wednesday Text Study 
Pastor Kristian hosts a bible study on Wednesday afternoons from 1:00pm-2:00pm at Hope. 
The study will wrap up December 21th and resume again on January 18th. All are welcome to 
attend! 

Children’s Programming  
December 11 - we will work on preparations for the 
Christmas Pageant. We will share in Bible stories 
leading up to the birth of Jesus, and fit in a 
Christmas craft as well! 

Saturday, December 17 – we will meet at 4:00pm 

for a pageant practise, followed by a pizza party! 

Sunday, December 18th at 10am – Annual 
Christmas Pageant and Potluck lunch. Be sure to 
bring your friends and extended family! 

 

Trimming the Christmas Tree!  
Confirmation students will be decorating the tree 
this year. Church council will be meeting that night 
and is invited to join in the fun! This will take place 
on Tuesday, December 13th.  



 

 

SPIRITUAL LIFE NEWS 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

December 3 – Keith Cornelius 

December 6 – Lynda Bondli 

December 7 – Susan Binder 

December 9 – Emma Kaminski 

December 19 – Cameron Runka 

December 21 – Maegan Kuziej 

December 22 – Emily Harding 

December 27 – Berna Frattaroli 

December 27 – Brad Adams 

December 27 – Murray McCargar 

December 28 – Dale Blomquist 

*if we haven’t listed your birthday, we don’t have it in our records so please let us know! 

Daily Bible Readings for December 2022 

You can use these readings in your ongoing daily devotions. A recommended way to 

meditate over scripture is to read them aloud to yourself. Read quietly and slowly and see if it 

changes how you experience the text. Does it impact you in a different way? 
 

Wednesday, December 1, 2021: Psalm 90; Isaiah 1:24-31; Luke 11:29-32 

Thursday, December 2, 2021: Luke 1:68-79; Malachi 3:5-12; Philippians 1:12-18a 

Friday, December 3, 2021: Luke 1:68-79; Malachi 3:13-18; Philippians 1:18b-26 

Saturday, December 4, 2021: Luke 1:68-79; Malachi 4:1-6; Luke 9:1-6 

Sunday, December 5, 2021: Second Sunday of Advent 

Monday, December 6, 2021: Psalm 126; Isaiah 40:1-11; Romans 8:22-25 

Tuesday, December 7, 2021: Psalm 126; Isaiah 19:18-25; 2 Peter 1:2-15 

Wednesday, December 8, 2021: Psalm 126; Isaiah 35:3-7; Luke 7:18-30 

Thursday, December 9, 2021: Isaiah 12:2-6; Amos 6:1-8; 2 Corinthians 8:1-15 

Friday, December 10, 2021: Isaiah 12:2-6; Amos 8:4-12; 2 Corinthians 9:1-15 

Saturday, December 11, 2021: Isaiah 12:2-6; Amos 9:8-15; Luke 1:57-66 

Sunday, December 12, 2021: Third Sunday of Advent 

Monday, December 13, 2021: Isaiah 11:1-9; Numbers 16:1-19; Hebrews 13:7-17 

Tuesday, December 14, 2021: Isaiah 11:1-9; Numbers 16:20-35; Acts 28:23-31 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2090;%20Isaiah%201:24-31;%20Luke%2011:29-32
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201:68-79;%20Malachi%203:5-12;%20Philippians%201:12-18a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201:68-79;%20Malachi%203:13-18;%20Philippians%201:18b-26
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201:68-79;%20Malachi%204:1-6;%20Luke%209:1-6
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=96
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20126;%20Isaiah%2040:1-11;%20Romans%208:22-25
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20126;%20Isaiah%2019:18-25;%202%20Peter%201:2-15
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20126;%20Isaiah%2035:3-7;%20Luke%207:18-30
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2012:2-6;%20Amos%206:1-8;%202%20Corinthians%208:1-15
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2012:2-6;%20Amos%208:4-12;%202%20Corinthians%209:1-15
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2012:2-6;%20Amos%209:8-15;%20Luke%201:57-66
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=97
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2011:1-9;%20Numbers%2016:1-19;%20Hebrews%2013:7-17
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2011:1-9;%20Numbers%2016:20-35;%20Acts%2028:23-31


 

 

Wednesday, December 15, 2021: Isaiah 11:1-9; Micah 4:8-13; Luke 7:31-35 

Thursday, December 16, 2021: Psalm 80:1-7; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 10:10-18 

Friday, December 17, 2021: Psalm 80:1-7; Isaiah 42:10-18; Hebrews 10:32-39 

Saturday, December 18, 2021: Psalm 80:1-7; Isaiah 66:7-11; Luke 13:31-35 

Sunday, December 19, 2021: Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Monday, December 20, 2021: Psalm 113; Genesis 25:19-28; Colossians 1:15-20 

Tuesday, December 21, 2021: Psalm 113; Genesis 30:1-24; Romans 8:18-30 

Wednesday, December 22, 2021: Luke 1:46b-55; Micah 4:1-5; Ephesians 2:11-22 

Thursday, December 23, 2021: Luke 1:46b-55; Micah 4:6-8; 2 Peter 1:16-21 

Friday, December 24 & 25, 2021: Nativity of the Lord  

Sunday, December 26, 2021: First Sunday after Christmas Day 

Monday, December 27, 2021: Psalm 148; Proverbs 8:32-36; John 21:19b-24 

Tuesday, December 28, 2021: Psalm 148; Isaiah 54:1-13; Revelation 21:1-7 

Wednesday, December 29, 2021: Psalm 147:12-20; 1 Chronicles 28:1-10; 1 Corinthians 3:10-17 

Thursday, December 30, 2021: Psalm 147:12-20; 2 Chronicles 1:7-13; Mark 13:32-37 

Friday, December 31, 2021: Psalm 147:12-20; 1 Kings 3:5-14; John 8:12-19 

(Thanks to the Vanderbilt Divinity Library for posting.)  

Devotional Orders for the New Year 
Interested in starting your day off inspired by the Word? For a small fee, you can sign up with 
the office to receive a copy of your own daily devotional. There are three options to choose 
from: Eternity for Today ($8.70/year), Christ in Our Home ($8/year) or Word in Season 
($8/year) or you can order a large-print version of Christ in Our Home or Word in Season 
($12.50/year). Please let Heather know by December 23rd, 2022 if you would like to get your 
devotional in the new year. 
 
The ELCIC National Office puts out an electronic newsletter full of information and 
resources. Stay connected with the National Synod by signing up for ELCIC NEWS today. 
Visit: https://elcic.ca 

 

FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES 

Senior’s Event, Thursday, December 15th at 

12:00pm We will hold our Annual Christmas Café 

with lunch and carolling! Please contact the office or 

sign up on the Nurturing Connections Board to 

attend.  Bring a plate of Christmas baking to share for 

dessert! 

Church Directory Photos – if you would like to 

submit a selfie, please do! Peter Fortna has 

graciously offered his photography skills and he took 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2011:1-9;%20Micah%204:8-13;%20Luke%207:31-35
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2080:1-7;%20Jeremiah%2031:31-34;%20Hebrews%2010:10-18
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2080:1-7;%20Isaiah%2042:10-18;%20Hebrews%2010:32-39
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2080:1-7;%20Isaiah%2066:7-11;%20Luke%2013:31-35
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=98
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20113;%20Genesis%2025:19-28;%20Colossians%201:15-20
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20113;%20Genesis%2030:1-24;%20Romans%208:18-30
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201:46b-55;%20Micah%204:1-5;%20Ephesians%202:11-22
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201:46b-55;%20Micah%204:6-8;%202%20Peter%201:16-21
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=101
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=102
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20148;%20Proverbs%208:32-36;%20John%2021:19b-24
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20148;%20Isaiah%2054:1-13;%20Revelation%2021:1-7
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20147:12-20;%201%20Chronicles%2028:1-10;%201%20Corinthians%203:10-17
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20147:12-20;%202%20Chronicles%201:7-13;%20Mark%2013:32-37
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20147:12-20;%201%20Kings%203:5-14;%20John%208:12-19
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=1711bbde76&e=f021bfa5b5
https://elcic.ca/


 

 

several mug shots on the anniversary day. He will again be taking photos, January 29th for 

anyone who wants one done. 

Christmas Call-out program. Ho! Ho! Ho!!! Look forward to a call from church council or 

some other church Elf over the next few weeks. We just want to check in and wish you a 

Merry Christmas! You can also let them know if the information you have in the directory is 

correct (if you want anything changed/ deleted/ added).  

Puzzles and Books - The puzzles and book shelf is full and ready for you! Take puzzles or 

books. Donate puzzles or books (ensure puzzles are not missing pieces and tape boxes 

shut).  

Coffee on Sunday Mornings If you enjoy having coffee after church, can you put your name 

on the signup sheet to take a turn with clean up? It isn’t a challenging task but it’s so nice to 

share duties around the church. If you are unsure about what is involved, speak to Jim and 

Kathy or Zena.  

Men’s Breakfast – Join the group for upcoming breakfast on Saturday, December 3rd at 

Cora’s in Brentwood at 8:30am. Contact Robert Hiebert if you want to be added to the Men’s 

Breakfast list. Email: robert.hiebert@gmail.com      

 

Stitching for Hope -This group will continue to meet Tuesday mornings at 10am. Join us 

anytime for a cup of coffee and some fun conversation! 
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SOCIAL MINISTRY NEWS 

Blessing of Blankets - On December 4th, we will be blessing 32 blankets handcrafted by our 

Stitching for Hope group. These blankets will then be donated to Louise Dean School, which 

is a high school for teen moms. Thank you to Sig Zoller and family for making this 

arrangement.  

CARE CONNECT – Hope has committed to providing volunteers every Thursday morning to 

deliver food hampers to those in need who are unable to pick up their hamper. Contact Zena 

if you can join our volunteer group. We will not be delivering hampers on December 29th or 

January 5th (the Care Connect office will be closed). 

SWARM is very appreciative of the generous donations by Hope members. Currently they 

are looking for financial contributions so they can buy mattresses/ bedding and driving 

lessons for newcomers. Winter jackets, mitts, toques, scarves all also needed right now. 

OUR CHARITY OF CHOICE for November and December will be Alpha House Calgary.  

Alpha House Society is a non-profit, 
charitable agency providing safe and 
caring environments for individuals 
whose lives are affected by alcohol 
and other substance dependencies. 
Alpha House was established in 
1982 to respond to a marginalized 
population of folks addicted to 
substances and living on the streets 
of Calgary.  
 
They seek to provide a safe and caring environment of short-term, crisis-oriented 24/7 
emergency shelter for adults who are under the influence of substances. Clients can access 
a variety of supports through their shelter services. They have a 120-bed shelter that can be 
accessed day or night and provides medical and mental health interventions along the 
recovery continuum. 
 
Their Detox Program provides residential care for clients to safely withdrawal from drugs in a 
medically supportive environment. The Transitional Program helps move clients safely into 
permanent housing or long-term drug treatment facilities. Their Housing Program includes 
two streams: Community and Permanent-Supportive. Combined, these programs provide 
housing with intensive supports for over 300 individuals. Their Outreach Programs include 
three mobile response teams: Needle Response, Encampment, and the Downtown Outreach 
Addictions Partnership (DOAP). The Needle Response Team works to safely clean up needle 
debris on public and private property, as well as educating on safe needle disposal. The 
DOAP Team is a diversion response to street level addiction and public intoxication. 
 
Supporting this charity seems fitting due to situations we’ve had at Hope the past few 

months. We have become more aware of homelessness and addiction and some of our Hope 

members and staff have been wondering how we can support those living on the streets.  



 

 

We will be collecting the following items for the Alpha House for Christmas.  

- Socks and underwear (new ONLY) 

- Lip chap 

- Candy rolls and chewing gum 

- Gloves and toques 

- Gift cards 

- Arts and crafts items 

- Water bottles 

If you would like to contribute, please drop your donations off at the church office or make a 

financial donation through the offering. Mark your envelop or e-transfer “Alpha House”. 

Our CHARITY OF CHOICE for September and October was Samaritan’s Purse – 

Operation Christmas Child. At Hope, we put together almost 60 shoeboxes and raised over 

$400. A group of volunteers from Hope also went to the Shoebox Processing Centre on 

November 30 to prepare shoeboxes for shipping. 

Give Gifts from the Heart This Christmas 
Canadian Lutheran World Relief's (CLWR) Gifts from the Heart catalogue is now available! 
Bring a smile to your loved one this Christmas season with a meaningful gift that shares hope 
with someone in need. New gifts in this year's catalogue include veterinary care for livestock 
and infant hygiene kits for new mothers displaced from their homes in Ukraine. There are 
copies of the catalogue in the foyer or visit clwr.org/GFTH to donate.  

 

 
 
We are looking for suggestions of charities you would like to see Hope support in the 
upcoming year. Contact coordinator@hopelutheran.ca 

 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Services at Sage Hill and Varsity 
Since the fall, Pastor Kristian has been bringing worship services to two retirement 
communities. On the second Wednesday of each month at 3:00pm he leads a service at the 
Manor Village, Varsity, and on fourth Wednesdays at 3:00pm he is at Sage Hill Retirement 
Residence. Hope members live in both facilities but services will be open to all. Thank you to 
Joyce McKenny for her assistance with the worship this fall! Please contact Pastor Kristian if 
you would like to assist with worship at either of these times or places. 

https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=0133d8a1cf&e=f021bfa5b5
https://elcic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=995f38ab3f3a9fb43ccc1bc2d&id=80f9703d84&e=f021bfa5b5
mailto:coordinator@hopelutheran.ca


 

 

 
 
Deepening Our Relationship with Lutheran Campus Ministry 
The following message was offered by Anne Harding in church on November 27th, and is 
reprinted here for those who missed it. 
 
What does intergenerational ministry look like in action? What does it feel like to bring our 
unique gifts, skills, and experiences together to celebrate and grow in God’s love? What does 
it sound like when post-secondary students learn Holden Evening Prayer and sing it for the 
first time together, right here at Hope? Beautiful music, a glorious song, and the voice of the 
Spirit. 
 
This all happened on November 19th at Hope, during Campus Ministry’s (CM) fundraiser. CM 
student staff called “community connectors”, led the program as they shared about the work 
they do to reach out to other students on three campuses across the city (University of 
Calgary, Mount Royal University, and SAIT). Hope provided the space, audio-visual 
equipment, and technical support for this presentation. 
 
CM students provided delicious desserts, which they spent countless hours baking in the 
weeks before the event. Hope members attended the event and provided donations to 
support CM. Hope also provided a kitchen and oven in which the dessert could be prepared, 
which was much better than the hot plate and toaster oven that are used to bake 120 cookies 
each week for student outreach on campus. 
 
CM students learned the leader parts of the Holden Evening Prayer service. Hope provided 
an accompanist for the setting, and our members attended the service and provided strong 
vocal support for the leaders. 
 
After the event, Pastor Margaret Propp commented on how nervous the students had been 
and how much they benefitted from Hope’s leadership at the event. I’m sure that Hope 
members who were there would say that was us who benefitted from the students’ 
leadership. The fact is that we all participated in the beauty of holding each other up with our 
unique gifts, brought together in Spirit, song, and community. 
 



 

 

I share this story because in 2023 Hope Lutheran Church, led by our Council, is proposing to 
deepen our church community’s relationship with CM. We are blessed to have paid off the 
mortgage on our church building earlier this year and so are able to look outside our own 
walls to serve our community in new and different ways. To this end, the proposed 2023 
budget will include a contribution of $20,000 to invest in the ministry of Pastor Margaret 
Propp, whose position has grown in demand (now serving three campuses) but not grown in 
salary due to insufficient financial resources. The idea here is for Hope to commit to 
contributing $20,000 per year for three years (for a total of $60,000 in recognition of our 
recent 60th Anniversary) as an investment in CM. This financial contribution is, at this point, 
proposed until the budget is passed at the AGM that will happen early in the new year. 
 
My heart was stirred by the Spirit with this idea earlier this year as I prayed about and tried to 
discern what our calling is as a church and who we’re meant to be in this world, not just today 
but for decades to come. I’m pleased to share with you what I see as the intention for this 
work; quite simply, that both the communities of Hope Lutheran Church and Campus 
Ministries will be changed for the better because of the work we will do together; because of 
the ways in which our unique gifts may come together so that we can lift each other up, just 
as happened on November 19th. 
 
It’s important to note that we are very actively managing expectations as we look ahead to 
what this “3-year pilot” might mean, in terms of outcomes. To be clear, the intention is to 
financially contribute to the work of CM without expecting to receive anything specific in 
return. Rather, we remain intentionally open to the work of the Spirit in terms of what activities 
occur and what blessings are received. So, you may see staff and other leaders at Hope 
asking more often of our programming and activities, “is there a way that this activity could 
support or be supported by our relationship with CM?” The answer for many activities may 
well be “no, not really”, but there is power in asking the question and opening ourselves up to 
possibilities. 
 
Perhaps this looks like student staff from CM meeting up with some of Hope’s seasoned 
soup-makers (pardon the pun) to make large batches of soup in our kitchen to then serve on 
campus to address the very present issue of student food insecurity. Maybe it looks like a few 
members of Hope joining in the weekly Campus Ministry drum circle at U of C to join our 
hearts in rhythm and song in a new place. Maybe it means having another afternoon or 
evening of Holden Evening Prayer that is jointly led by LCM students and members of Hope 
with invitations to others in our broader community to join. 
 
And in terms of outcomes we might see in the near future or down the road as a result of our 
investment, we don’t yet know what those might be but we can open ourselves up to the 
possibilities of supporting youth mental health, introducing students to a positive church 
experience that they may never have had before, opening minds and hearts of our own 
members to new experiences and connections, learning from each other, and growing 
together. 
 
So, over the coming months, I ask you to please pray about this initiative. If you have 
questions or comments, please talk to Pastor Kristian, Joyce McKenny, Zena, or me. Please 
consider the following question: what might it be like to bring the unique gifts, skills, assets & 
experiences of our faith community and CM together to celebrate and grow in Christ’s love? 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Lutheran Care Ministry Events at Hope Lutheran Church - Sunday December 18 

The Celebration of Chinese Winter Solstice Festival and Christmas 

There is an old saying that Dongzhi ('the Winter Solstice') is more important than Chinese 

Lunar New Year. It has an important place in the traditional festivals of China. It is usually 

celebrated on December 20th or 21st, when the night is longest, and the day is shortest in 

the northern hemisphere.   Chinese people celebrate Dongzhi Festival in many ways. The 

most popular ones are thinking of heaven and our ancestors, making rice wine, and eating 

dumplings and ginger rice. 

Again, thank you, and please continue to remember us in your prayers. 

Rev. Peter Chau 

  

 

REFLECTIONS 

                                               THE DOLLS OF CHRISTMAS  
Kathy Lee 

 
The first Christmas doll I remember was a large one with a soft body and composition 

(sawdust and glue) head and limbs. She had a white dress with red polka dots. I don’t 
remember the name I gave her but she saw many hours of imaginative play. She also met 
with some accidents. Somebody stepped on a foot and broke part of it off. My brother, who 
was really into plaster of Paris crafts at the time, mixed up a batch and made a new foot for 
dolly. 
 

Another injury was caused by my leaving the doll face down in the grass overnight. 
The next morning there was a hole in one of her cheeks, a spot having been dissolved by the 



 

 

dew. My brother came to the rescue once again, filling the hole with plaster of Paris. The 
doll’s face was repaired but it never looked the same with that big white patch on the right 
cheek. 
 

At one point, probably after he had his appendix out himself, my brother decided to do 
surgery on the doll. He cut a small slit on the right side of her cloth tummy and pulled out 
some of the stuffing. I guess he sewed it up again, but I’m not sure about that. In any case, 
after the plaster repairs and the appendectomy, she wasn’t quite as much fun to play with 
anymore. 

 
I don’t know what year it was but money was tight that Christmas and there weren’t 

many gifts under the tree. My sister and I got one doll to share between the two of us. It was 
a fairly small rubber doll, about 25cm long, pink in colour. When my sister and I bathed the 
doll in a wash basin full of water we were delighted to see that it floated. The fact that my 
sister and I had to share a doll was a source of sorrow and disappointment for our mother 
ever after. Years later she spoke of how bad she felt about that. We answered that we hadn’t 
even thought about it; we just had a lot of fun playing with that doll. I suspect that we were 
aware of the financial situation our folks found themselves in. Kids have a way of figuring 
things out. 

 
What I most wanted was a doll with hair. My sister was given one somewhere along 

the line and I couldn’t wait until I got one, too. The year I was ten or eleven, there was a long 
box under the tree. Could it be?  Oh, joy; oh, bliss!  There she was, my longed-for doll with 
hair. She had a sweet face with long-lashed eyes that opened and closed, a cloth body, soft 
arms and legs covered in a rubbery material that looked like real skin, and strawberry blonde 
hair. She was dressed in a light blue organdy dress and bonnet and she wore little paper 
shoes and ribbed silk white socks on her feet. She was beautiful and I loved her! I named her 
Lillian. 



 

 

The next Christmas I saw a long box under the tree again. “Surely this can’t be 
another doll,” I thought. “Lillian was supposed to be my very last doll.” The mystery was soon 
revealed: a complete wardrobe for Lillian. Oh my! My mother had sewn it on the days we 
were in school and everything was hidden away by the time we got home, so I had no idea 
she was doing this. I was absolutely astonished as I looked at all the outfits. There was a blue 
flannel housecoat, lace-trimmed slip and panties, a long dress in yellow dotted Swiss, 
another long dress in pink silk with lace trim, a green sundress with ruffled white eyelet 
sleeves, a short dress in pastel floral batiste and a red cape with matching bonnet. Incredible! 

 
When I think of all my mother’s responsibilities as church organist and choir director 

and farm wife and mother, I don’t know how she did it. It surely was a labour of love and my 
heart is warmed with that precious memory. Thank you, Mom! 

RIDDLES 

1. What did Mrs. Claus say to Santa when she looked at the sky? 

2. What does a snowman like to eat for breakfast? 

3. What did Adam say the day before Christmas? 

4. Why are Christmas trees so bad at knitting? 

5. What Christmas carol is a favourite of parents?  

FUNNY BONES 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

RIDDLE ANSWERS 

1. Looks like rain, dear. 

2. Frosted flakes 

3. It’s Christmas, Eve. 

4. Because they always drop their needles. 

5. Silent night.  



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 


