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Poinsettia Plants
It has been a tradition at Fredsville for members to order poinsettia
plants in remembrance of or in honor of someone or something.  

This year, plants will be ordered from the Gladbrook-Reinbeck
Community School's AG Club at $15 per plant.

Orders need to be in by Sunday, December 4th.  A sign-up sheet is
on the table in the Gathering Space along with an envelope for your
payment.   If you are writing a check, please make the check out to
Fredsville Lutheran Church.  You can also call the church office to 
 reserve your poinsettia plant. 

Advent Open House
at Fredsville's

Parsonage
Pastor Dena and Pastor
Lee invite you to an
Advent Open House at
their home on Saturday,
December 17th, 2-4 p.m.
Please come and
celebrate the season with
them. Snacks and sweet
treats will be served.

 

Inclement Weather
Policy

Please check with KWWL
or Fredsville's Facebook
page for cancellations this
winter due to icy road
conditions. If school is
cancelled due to the
weather, then assume that
church activities will also
be cancelled. We want
everyone to be safe and
heed any winter warnings
to stay off the roads.

 

Children's Christmas
Program - Dec 18 

Plan to attend this
special program during
our worship service.

Annual Reports - Due December 15
Committee chairs need to have their year-end reports submitted to
the office by December 15th.



 Bremwood's 
Angel Tree Program

Bremwood  has restructured their
Angel Tree program. They are no longer
requesting gifts but are asking for
monetary donations instead.  Thus, the
Endowment Committee has authorized
$2000 to go towards their Christmas
needs.

Youth Update
Our children have been busy this fall. 

Sunday School is in full swing. All children
from 3 years old through 5th grade are
invited to attend Sunday School each week
following worship. 

Most recently, the Sunday School children
have been preparing for the Christmas
Program that will be held during the
worship service on December 18. Please join
us this day to celebrate the children’s hard
work, and the upcoming birth of Christ. 

Our 9th grade students were confirmed
during a beautiful service on October 30th.
Confirmation Students in grades 6 through
8 are continuing their worship journey with
Pastor Lee. The class is working with a new
curriculum, and have been learning about
the Old Testament.  Confirmation will be
meeting on December 14th from 6:30 - 8:00
p.m.

WinGS has been reintroduced, and children
from Kindergarten through 5th grade have
been participating in the program monthly.
This year’s theme is ‘Fruits of the Spirit’.
Each month we will learn about one of the
fruits. Thus far, we have covered Kindness,
Gentleness, and Goodness.  This program
meets at the Dike Community Center. 
 December 7th will be the next meeting from
1:30-4:00 p.m.

Fredsville will be hosting the WinGS
program on January 11th, so volunteers are
needed to help assist. If you are able to
volunteer or have questions about
registering your child, please contact Kim
Farley at 319-239-5583

 

Christmas Gifts for our Shut-Ins
We will be sharing Danish strips for our
shut-ins and those who have endured
significant sadness this past year. The
strips will be assembled and baked at
the church on Friday, December 16 at
9:00 a.m. and will be available for
delivery on Saturday, December 17.
Helpers are welcome! A signup sheet
will be available with various ways to
help with this project including
financial assistance, baking and
delivery. 

 Thank You
Thank you for everyone who
contributed and/or helped with the
teacher appreciation meals this fall. All
responses from the teachers and
school administrators were very
positive and shows our spirit, support
and love for our community. 

 
Family Clothes Closet

If you have unused winter coats, gloves,
mittens, hats, etc. (adult & children),
please consider donating them to the
clothes closet.  We have recently had
several requests and our supply is
limited.

Pre-Recorded Christmas Day Video
On December 25th you will be able to find
this video on Fredsville's Facebook and
website.



December Birthdays
 

Madison Staker - 1
Kellie Shoemaker - 2
Brynn Petersen - 4
Kristen Staker - 4
Merlin Freese - 10
Linda Nielsen - 10
Emma Staker - 10

Kennedy Syhlman - 10
Arianna Hankins - 14

Krissy Nielsen - 14
Patricia Johnson - 14

Jean Loger - 15
Karli Lotts - 18

Trisha Weichers - 18
Cooper Bakker - 19
Duane Mueller - 20

Nicholas Reinicke - 20
Sutton Six - 21

Carlene Stage - 23
Kathryn Petersen Hinds - 24

Brenda Cooper - 25
Waylon Syhlman - 27
Pam Kirkpatrick- 28

Abby Brekke - 29
Steve Nielsen - 29
Kevin Pruisner - 29
Jeff Sandlin - 30 

Doug Dall - 31
Megan Griffith - 31

 
 

December Anniversaries
 

Larry & Jeanne Guthrie - 15
Roy & Audrey Stefan - 27

Eric & Darla Andersen - 29
Jim and Jannan Marx -29

 

Mark Your Calendar
Important Date!

 

February 12, 2022
10:30 A.M.

 

Congregational Annual Meeting
The Annual Meeting will be reviewing and
voting on the church budget and also
nominees for committees and church
council positions.  We need your presence
and vote to have a quorum!

 
 

Remember Them in Your Prayers
Carlyn Baugus - Healing from a cornea transplant.
Jane Campbell & Family - In the loss of Jim Campbell.
Letha Petersen & Family - In the loss of Don Petersen.
Jim Wertz - Healing from surgery.
David Stage - Recovering from hip replacement.
Jeff Sandlin - Being treated for a kidney issue.
Tim Morgan - Meridith Sandlin's brother who is
                           battling cancer.
Carol Watson - Has on-gong health concerns.
Marcia Andersen - Undergoing treatment for cancer.

 



Pastoral Pondering …

         “Season of Hope and Light”

     The clocks have changed and so has the
weather. We are journeying into a season
that holds space for more stillness and
darkness. Sometimes more than we are
comfortable with. Advent is a brief but
precious season of the Church year. These
four weeks of prayerful anticipation and
waiting can be overwhelmed by the joy of
the Christmas celebration that often
overflows its boundaries and usurps our
attention. Advent is a quiet time, marked by
the growing light of Christ. Light waiting to
be born into an unexpecting world.

     Advent offers us the gift of patience, a
precious gift in a world so overscheduled
and exhausted year-round. Advent offers us
time to gaze with wonder into the night sky.
Which star catches your imagination? Where
would it lead if you followed it like the wise
ones of old? As you put on your coat and
play in the snow, walk the dog, or work
outside do you look over your shoulder
wondering if the heavens will sing of the
newborn king? What surprise does God have
instore for you, for us, for the world in this
new season? 

     Advent is an invitation to slow down and
take a deep breath, remembering that the
Word of God dwells among us, the Living
Word, Jesus Christ lives and breathes
among us, for us, for the world. The infant
held tenderly in the arms of Mary’s love, is
the one who holds all of creation in the
loving arms of God. The hands barely big
enough to hold the finger of Joseph are the
nail scarred hands reaching out in love for
each one of us. The eyes that gazed upon
the star struck wise ones are the eyes that
gaze at you in love.
    

     As we journey together into and through
this season of Hope and Light, may we pause
to enjoy the dance of a candle flame, the
beauty of creation at rest, and know the
warmth and light of God’s love that is born
for us in the little town of Bethlehem, and
now makes it home with each of you. May the
newborn Love of Christ embrace you this
Advent and Christmas season, and bring the
joy of heaven into your heart for the new
year that is ahead.

     Let us pray . . . 

   “Lord Jesus, Master of both the light and
the darkness, send your Holy Spirit upon our
preparations for Christmas. We who have so
much to do seek quiet spaces to hear your
voice each day. We who are anxious over
many things look forward to your coming
among us. We who are blessed in so many
ways long for the complete joy of your
kingdom. We whose hearts are heavy seek
the joy of your presence. We are your
people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the
light. To you we say, ‘Come Lord Jesus!’
Amen.” ~ Henri J.M. Nouwen

May the Peace of Christ be with you always...
 

Pastor Lee



Pie Fest - November 20, 2022
by Sue Green

Oh, what a WONDERFUL Pie Sunday Celebration
we had!!!  So many people stayed after worship
for the fellowship time. There were 19 pies (plus
three serving trays of different kinds of chocolate
cake) for our after-worship treat. The pies were
cut thin so you could try two or three different
kinds of pie. 
 

If you weren't there, you missed out on eating
some delicious pie!!  The different varieties
included: apple, cherry, pecan, lemon supreme,
coconut cream, banana cream, butterscotch,
peach, Bishop's chocolate, sea salt caramel and
peanut butter.  (I hope that I am not forgetting any
of the flavors!)  

A big thank you goes to Tim Stage who felt that we
needed ice cream with our fruit pies, so he made a
quick trip to Kwik Star to purchase some.  

Three of our youth made pies.  Addie (6th) and Ki
(3rd) Knutson each made an apple and a cherry
pie.  Macy (8th) Hermann made a lattice top apple
pie.

Eating pie after worship on the Sunday before
Thanksgiving has become a fun tradition at
Fredsville!

 
 

Addie and Ki Knutson each made an
apple and a cherry pie for Pie Sunday.

Brenda Cooper deciding which pie to try.

Macy Hermann made a  lattice-top apple pie
for the event. All tables in the Fellowship Hall were full of

pie eaters!



A letter to whoever opens up the time capsule 
The invitation (and request for volunteers) to the October 9, 2022, Celebration
October 9, 2022, Worship Bulletin
September 26, 2021, Cemetery Service Bulletin 
Q & A Columns:  

Monthly Newsletters:

Informal Photo Directory
Memory Book

A new time capsule was made by Jerry Green using a PVC pipe.  Scott Willert, from
S & L Masonry, returned to Fredsville twice last month to return the time capsule 
 back into the cornerstone and to clean up the brick once the mortar was dried. 

The new time capsule includes the following items:

           Nov 2018 - WinGS & JAM, 
           Aug 2020 - How the Pandemic has affected Pastor Lisa's Ministry
           Nov 2021 - Danish Historical Banners

           October 2021 (included photos from the Danish Sandwich Luncheon)
           October 2022 (included Time Capsule photos)
           November 2022 (included 150th Celebration photos)

New Time Capsule - Returned to Cornerstone
by Sue Green



                                                                                                                 November 7, 2022
Hello Fredsville Anniversary Committee!

         I am smiling, thinking of the anticipation you are feeling when opening up the Time
Capsule!  I, too, felt that same anticipation when we opened up the Time Capsule that had
been made in 1960 when the new Fredsville Church was built.

         Our 150th anniversary celebrations were originally scheduled for 2021.  We began
planning these celebrations on September 1, 2020.  Due to the COVID pandemic in
progress, we met in the cemetery the first night so we could be outside and spread apart. 
 A second meeting was held a month later in the fellowship hall with committee members
sitting one to a table (social distancing) with masks on, to keep us all healthy. As we started
to plan, we had no idea that the Pandemic would continue through the spring of 2022!

        Our celebrations continued “on and off” for two years, depending on how the
Pandemic was progressing/regressing.  Some considered this a negative.  I saw it as a
positive as we got to celebrate our heritage twice as long! 

         As the Pandemic was winding down, on March 6, 2022, we said “good-bye” to Pastor
Lisa Dietrich, our beloved pastor whom had served us well since May 3 of 2011. Then, for 7
months, we had a variety of supply pastors. On October 2, we welcomed Interim Pastor
Lee Gable. Pastor Lee and his wife, Pastor Dena (serving at St. Timothy’s in Hudson),
moved into the Fredsville parsonage the beginning of September.

         One of the documents enclosed is an Informal Photo Directory.   As our last photo
directory was made 7 years ago, I wanted an updated one to help Pastor Lee learn the
names and something about each of the members.  Members were asked to either submit
a photo or have one taken before/after church.  It is unfortunate that this is not a
complete directory but it is the best that could be done in one month’s time.  A big “thank
you” goes to Secretary Becky Diani for putting the photos and the comments together in
an organized fashion.

       The other larger document is the Memory Book. My goal was to make the history of
Fredsville “come alive” and the best way to do that is through the telling of stories. As
editor of the Memory Book, I thoroughly enjoyed collecting the memories that the
Fredsville members shared with me.  After all, that is what a “church” is: the people – not
the building.  

       Enjoy your celebrations! It is the hope of the 150th Celebration Committee that the
current Fredsville congregation will continue to build upon the roots that were laid in
March of 1871.

                                                                                                               

Letter Placed in the Time Capsule for Whoever Opens it in the Future
 Written by Sue Green



Isaiah 11:1-10 -From David’s line, a ruler bringing justice and peace
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 - May the righteous flourish; let there be an abundance of peace. 

Romans 15:4-13 - Live in harmony, welcoming one another
Matthew 3:1-12 - A voice cries: Prepare the way of the Lord

Isaiah 35:1-10 - The desert blooms as God’s people return from exile
Psalm 146:5-10 - The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down. (Ps. 146:8)
James 5:7-10 - Patience until the coming of the Lord
Matthew 11:2-11 - The forerunner of Christ

Worship Readings, Prayers, & Introductions for December 2022
from SundayandSeasons.com

 

Sunday, December 4 -  Second Sunday of Advent                                                                              (blue)
At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and

make a new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the approaching light of

Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially

the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with

the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent in

the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near.

Prayer of the Day
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our
growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

                                               (Ps.72:7)

Sunday,  December 11 - Third Sunday of Advent                                                                                (blue)
A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the desert shall

rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points to the unexpected and transforming signs of God’s
reign. We wait with patience for the coming of the Lord, even as we rejoice at his presence

among us this day: in word and holy supper, in church and in our homes, in silent reflection

and in works of justice and love. We pray that God would open our eyes and ears to the

wonders of Christ’s advent among us.

Prayer of the Day
Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming,
that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

                                                                                                                     

   Continued on next page
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Isaiah 7:10-16 - The sign of Immanuel
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 - Let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. (Ps. 80:7)
Romans 1:1-7 - Paul’s greeting to the church at Rome
Matthew 1:18-25 - A God near at hand

Isaiah 9:2-7 - Light shines: a child is born for us
Psalm 96 - Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad. (Ps. 96:11)
Titus 2:11-14 - The grace of God has appeared
Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] - God with us

December, December 18 - Fourth Sunday of Advent                                                                             (blue)
Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel. The

gospel is Matthew’s account of the annunciation and birth of the one named Emmanuel, God-

with-us. During these final days of Advent we pray, “O come, O come, Emmanuel,” a beloved

hymn based on the O Antiphons, ancient prayers appointed for the seven days preceding

Christmas. On this final Sunday of Advent we prepare to celebrate the birth of the one born to

save us from the power of sin and death.

Prayer of the Day
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from
the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

December 24 - Christmas Eve                                                                                                                        (white)
In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light

of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul

reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels

declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled

with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole

world.

Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that
here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the
brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

December 25 - Christmas Day                                                                                                                        (white) 
As on the first day of creation, on this Christmas Day the Word illumines the world, shining forth

to bring all things into being. Today we celebrate the incarnate Word, God becoming flesh to

live among us in the person of Jesus Christ then and now. Emboldened by the good news of

Christ’s birth, along with the shepherds, Mary and Joseph, and all witnesses to the light of

Christ, we declare to the world that we have indeed seen and been transformed by the arrival of

“the salvation of our God.” O come, let us adore!
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https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-12-24/2378#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-12-24/2378#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-12-24/2378#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2022-12-24/2378#


Isaiah 62:6-12 - God comes to restore the people
Psalm 97 - Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the honest of heart. (Ps. 97:11)
Titus 3:4-7 - Saved through water and the Spirit
Luke 2: [1-7] 8-20 - The birth of the Messiah revealed to shepherds

Prayer of the Day
All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has brightened weary
hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us to proclaim the birth of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Volunteers Needed at New Aldaya
The months of December and January are Fredsville's months for providing two volunteers
each Sunday at New Aldaya to push residents in wheelchairs to church on Sunday mornings. 
 If you are interested in volunteering talk to Sue Green (319-830-4337).  You would need to be
at New Aldaya at 10:00 a.m. and would be done by noon.  

 
 

ELCA Good Gifts Catalog
The 24-page ELCA Good Gifts
catalog offers many different ways
to honor friends and loved ones
with gifts that will make a
difference in the world.  There are
several magazines in the Gathering
Space at church or you can go
online to ELCA.org/goodgifts.

 

Friday, Dec. 2, 7:30 p.m. – Lutheran Church of Hope, West Des Moines
Saturday, Dec. 3, 3 p.m. – Neumann Auditorium, Waverly
Saturday, Dec. 3, 7:30 p.m. – Neumann Auditorium, Waverly
Sunday, Dec. 4, 3 p.m. – Neumann Auditorium, Waverly

Thursday, December 1 at 5:45 p.m.
Friday, December 2 at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, December 3 at 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 4 at 2:30 p.m.

For the matinee livestream on Sunday, December 4 at 2:30 p.m.
For an on-demand version you can watch between December 9 and
December 31.

By Luther College - Center for Faith and Life
 

    Or, join us online, anywhere you are:

 

Christmas Concerts
By Wartburg College - Newman Auditorium
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Hello Fredsville!

Well, here it is again, December.  The holiday season has begun and soon Christmas will be
upon us. I encourage you to “Live for the Moment” this year. Enjoy all the planning,
preparation, and excitement that surrounds this wonderful season. Remember the reason
we celebrate and the miracle that happened so long ago in that barn stall. So, since Jesus
was born in a barn stall, does that mean that Iowa really is where it began, and farmers are
our wise men here on earth? 

I once asked a few people very close to me what they wanted for Christmas and their
reply was “time”- they had no suggestions for material gifts. They wanted time spent with
family and friends- those people who meant the most to them. Sometimes the most
meaningful things we can give to one another come at such a small cost. It’s easy to get
caught up in the expectation to purchase gifts, entertain, and be a part of multiple
celebrations, in addition to our jobs and our hectic lifestyles throughout. Now don’t get
me wrong those things are definitely part of the festivities as well. However, remember,
the greater celebration is the gift of time you have together.  I hope that you do take the
time to enjoy and truly become absorbed in the people around you. Time is a gift given to
us but which we frequently take for granted. There will always be tomorrow, right? Or will
there be. We need to live for the here and now, experience the here and now, engage in
the here and now. No one knows the future and what is in store for us. I think the older I
get the more I begin to understand that time is precious and important for us to share
with others. 

Jesus is the reason for the season. He was born a miracle from heaven- just as all babies
are truly miracles of God’s creation. He was here on earth for such a short time, but what a
powerful impact he made. He spent time with people. He built relationships and made
lasting impressions on those who believed. He lived for each moment- the good, bad, and
the ugly- and he continues to walk with us through those times. 

Believe in the miracle of Christmas. It begins now and if we keep Christmas in our hearts, it
will last the whole year through. Live for the Moment this holiday season, slow down,
breathe in and breathe out. Live in the present and experience the moments around you.
Continue to build those relationships and make those memories as Jesus did because
those are the ones that will last your lifetime.  One of my favorite things to do in
December is to sit up at nighttime when all the house is quiet and watch the twinkling of
the lights on my tree. How simple but how amazing those lights can be. They warm your
heart and open your eyes to the important things in life. Something so simple but can
keep me believing that there is a light for each day and that light can begin with me.  My
responsibility as a Christian is to share my light and live for today.  

Happy Holidays! Merry Christmas! Believe in the miracles which happened so long ago
and keep watch for those that will happen this holiday season. Live for the Moment this
year and share the light within you with all those who mean the most to you. 

                                                                                                       God Bless, 
                                                                                                       Brenda Cooper, Council President

A Message from Our Council President



General Fund: $71,828.77
Building Fund: $49,877.50
Memorial Fund: $17,707.44

Council Minutes
November 20, 2022; Meeting held after Church following the Pie Sunday Refreshments

*** These Minutes have been approved electronically***

Attendance: Pastor Lee Gable, Linda Nielsen, Brenda Cooper, Art Lupkes, Kathi Heide, Sue
Green, Sharon Hemmen, Jana Hermann, Erin Frahm, Meridith Sandlin. Absent: Kelley Knutson

Call to Order: President Brenda Cooper

Prayer: Pastor Lee Gable 

Treasurer’s Report:  Linda Nielsen
          As of October 31, 2022

Secretary’s Report: Sue Green: The October 23, 2022 minutes were approved electronically.

Old Business Discussed:  The number and names of potential Church Council members for
2023 was discussed.

New Business Discussed:
                Call Committee MSP Report:  
                The Fredsville MSP (Ministry Site Profile) was sent to the NE Iowa Synod for their
                approval. The Synod made some recommendations which the Call Committee
                have implemented.  The Council members will soon be receiving this MSP Report 
                via email and will be asked for their approval. Note: This document was compiled
                with great care by several people who invested a huge amount of time into 
                writing it.

                Endowment: 
                Linda Nielsen reported that the Endowment Committee met on November 10th
                to finish making their 2022 allocations. The fall allocations were: 

                $2,000 - LSI (Lutheran Services of Iowa) 
                $1,000 - NE Iowa Food Bank
                $1,000 – UNI’s ThreeHouse (Ecumenical Campus Ministry which includes ELCA 
                Lutherans) 
                $1,242.60 - Printing of the Memory Books 
                $200 - Gas cards to be given to show our appreciation to Scott Willert, the mason, 
                who took out and then returned our Time Capsule for free.

                Note: A clarification was asked concerning Bremwood (which received $2,000 last
                spring) and LSI.  The following information came from the websites:
                https://lsiowa.org/residential/ and https://lsiowa.org/

                                                                                                              Continued on next page
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              Bremwood is located in Waverly. It provides 24-7 mental health services for
              teenagers with severe emotional or behavioral disorders. Some of these
              teenagers have experienced past abuse or neglect. These youth, ages 13-18,
              live at Bremwood for six months or longer for structured, intensive treatment.
              Bremwood is family-focused with a trauma-sensitive approach to care. They 
              believe in a holistic plan that includes extracurricular activities, an optional
              spiritual life program, a supervised GED program, both on-campus and
              public-school education. Bremwood Residential Treatment Center provides
              24-7 mental health services, shelter care and independent, transitional and
              supervised apartment living programs.

              LSI (Lutheran Services of Iowa): LSI includes Bremwood plus lots more.  
              They provide services for children and youth with locations in 12 different
              counties. LSI also provides mental health services for 50 different school/
              communities-based programs in Iowa.  They provide services for people with
              disabilities in two locations and offer 15 different programs for Immigrants and
              Refugees. LSI provides the foster care and adoption services for the western 
              third of Iowa and provides services for adults, working with Iowa’s DHS
              (Department of Human Services.) LSI offices are found throughout the State 
              of Iowa.

              Budget: 
              Linda Nielsen shared the proposed budget for 2023 that was prepared by the
              Finance Committee (Linda Nielsen, Eric Andersen, Amanda Bakker & Dan Crotty. 
              Duane Hamilton was absent.) 
 

              It was proposed that the staff (Secretary Becky Diani and Custodian Angie Wibben)
              receive a 3.5% increase; the Organist and Media Tech pay increase $3 per Sunday;
              and Choir Director increase to $2 per practice.

              The wages for Pastor Lee are based on the schedule in the Minimum Compensation
              Guidelines (https://neiasynod.org/call-process/) for pastor’s compensation found
              on the Northeast Iowa Synod Website. The schedule uses the number of years
              Pastor Lee has been a pastor. On the Portico website there is a worksheet that 
              is used to figure out Pastor Lee’s compensation, his FICA allowance and the
              parsonage value to figure out the defined total compensation.  12% of the defined
              total compensation amount is a required pension contribution. Pastor Lee’s health
              insurance “is through Portico Benefit Services", the nonprofit benefit ministry of
              the ELCA.  This budget reflects the recommended “Gold Plan”, as part of a
              sponsored couple.  This means Pastor Dena is covered by her employer under
              Portico also.  Pastor Lee’s total pension and health insurance totals $21,268 based
              on the benefits he currently receives.

              Sue Green made the motion that $200 be added to “Parish Education” (listed under
              Ministry Support). Art Lupkes seconded.  Motion passed.
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Worship Team – Pastor Lee, Jean Loger & Meridith have gotten together to

Mutual Ministry – The members will be meeting again in January. Members of this
committee are Pastor Lee, Brenda Cooper, Travis Wibben, Stefanie Swinton and
Bev Lupkes. Mutual Ministry is a “support group” for the Pastor.
Social Ministry Committee/Alter Guild – Members Audrey Stefan and Nancy Stage
met with Brenda Cooper and Pastor Lee.  They hope to recruit more people to
serve on these two committees. 
150th Committee – Sue reported that the Time Capsule has been returned and

            Art Lupkes made the motion that the amended proposed budget for 2023 (now
            totaling $224,266) be accepted. Kathi Heide seconded.  Motion passed.
  

            Razzle Dazzle: Razzle Dazzle will be held next week on Wednesday, November 30th
            from 5:30 – 8:00.  Art Lupkes built a Prayer Cross that will be featured at Fredsville’s
            table in the City Hall.  It is hoped that the Prayer Cross will communicate to those
            stopping by that “Fredsville is here for you – not just a church that is looking for your
            money.” It was requested that Secretary Becky email the Fredsville members to ask if
            they would like to take a turn sitting with Pastor Lee that night. Pastor Lee has applied
            for and received a $250 grant from Thrivent for this event. The money will be spent
            on buying tote bags that have John 3:16 printed on them. The bags will be given out 
            to those that stop by the Fredsville table.

            Basement of the Parsonage Update: The drywall has been hung and textured. Art
            has primed the drywall and it is now ready for the Fredsville Paint Crew to come
            paint.  Once the walls are painted, Jeff Reinicke will install the ceiling and the
            electricians will install the electrical. Once the electricians are done, the flooring
            (carpet) will be installed.  Then it will be Matt Opoien’s turn to finish the bathroom.

            Christmas Staff Gifts: It was discussed that it is important to show our appreciation
            to all staff (Becky Diani, Jeff Sandlin, Linda Nielsen, Jean Loger, Meridith Sandlin
            and Angie Wibben) at Christmas, not just to the Pastor.  How to collect the money for
            these gifts was discussed.  Brenda Cooper and Sue Green will be in charge of
            providing an opportunity for the members to donate – if they so choose.

Pastor Report:  Pastor Lee gave us a thorough written report covering what he has done from
October 22 through November 19, 2022. His report covered the areas of Worship, Pastoral
Care, Education, Spiritual Formation/Professional Development,
Evangelism/Mission/Outreach/Stewardship, Ecumenical/Community Involvement and
Administration along with his upcoming calendar.

Committee Reports: 

                     plan for the December worship services.

                     that her work will be done once she gets the Memory Books mailed out to those
                     that contributed who no longer live in the Fredsville area.
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There will not be a Church Council meeting in December.
The Hospitality Committee will not be hosting a Christmas Dinner for the
Fredsville Congregation.  Instead, they will be hosting a meal in January and
again in February.
The Annual Congregational Meeting will be on Sunday, February 12th
following worship.

Upcoming Reminders:

Closing Prayer: The Lord’s Prayer was prayed in unison.

Next Meeting: Sunday, January 29th, following worship.

Respectfully Submitted: Sue Green, Secretary

Preparing for Advent - Youth Decorating on November 27th



December 2021, LSI Bulletin/Newsletter Article and Story
Merry Christmas from LSI! 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” — John 1:5 

As Christmas approaches, we give thanks to you! Because of your generosity LSI has continued to offer hope
and healing to Iowans of all ages. Thank you for bringing the light of Christ to your neighbors who rely on these
important services! 

At LSI we see veterans getting help, children overcoming fear, moms and dads parenting with renewed joy and
confidence, new neighbors from foreign lands becoming established and active in their communities, the pride
of independence for those experiencing challenges in everyday life.  We know parents who feel hopeless, with
few resources to raise their young children. We know adults with disabilities who feel voiceless, with no support
system or connection to their community. We know teens who are aging out of foster care, who fear they will
never have a forever family. 

The spirit of giving, the spirit of love, and the spirit of working together, allows us to stand together and
celebrate this Christmas season. 

LSI’s annual matching gift campaign gives opportunities to double new and increased gifts through the end of
the year. If you would like to learn more about how you can support Iowa children and families, contact Deb
Whitford, LSI Director of Philanthropy and Church Relations, at 563.676.2065 or
Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org. 

LSI is also available to provide a customized virtual shared ministry opportunity for your congregation. If you
would like to share the message of LSI with your community, please visit LSIowa.org/church-relations or contact
our Waverly office at 319.352.2630 to get started. 

Wishing you a blessed and merry Christmas from LSI! 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service. LSI

is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in

America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities,

religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations. Learn more at

www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

Thank you!

As 2022 comes to an end, we reflect back on all those whose lives have been impacted by your gifts. 

From Iowa’s newest citizens, those you’ve helped to feel at home in a new country: “Thank you”; from the young
first-time mom who has learned how to care for her newborn: “Thank you”; from the teenager who needed some
redirection and support: “Thank you”. 

From the veterans needing help readjusting from trauma they endured: “Thank you”; from the person who was
able to receive the kind of mental health therapy they needed: “Thank you”. 

From the person with disabilities who is able to live as independently as possible with our help: “Thank you”;
from the parents who are learning new processes to provide healthy, safe environments for their children:
“Thank you”; from the foster parents who are providing care when needed, “Thank you”.

From those kids in residential whose lives have come to a turning point with new skills to use going forward:
“Thank you!” 

And from all of us at LSI that you have encouraged and supported: “Thank you!”

mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa


Did You Know?
The Northeastern Iowa Synod of the ELCA
is made up of 147 worshiping
communities and 64,553 baptized
members walking together to strengthen
the witness and service of the whole
church.

QR Code for Tithe.ly Giving
 

With the QR code below, it is easy to make
an on-line offering anytime and anywhere. 
 Just scan the code below and you will be
automatically linked to Tithe.ly. 
If you have previously given online, you
just sign in, but if you haven't registered
yet,  it is a easy process.  

We would like
to hear from
you about your
experience in
using this QR
code - if you
find it easy and
useful.  

Can't Help Thanking GOD for You.....
Dear Fredsville Lutheran Family, Just wanted
to update you all on Denise Arends.  Last time
I walked out of her house, I had tears of joy.  I
see her weekly and sometimes more. Her
health is stable and we are grateful.  Her
quality of life has improved greatly due to you
all with funds and hard work.   We appreciate
you all so very much.  The bathroom is
wonderful. She can't get to the basement but
no need due to the washer and dryer upstairs
now.  She was also able to get some funding
from the city to replace her furnace.  (The
man said he had never seen one that old). If
anyone talks to Pastor Lisa, please share this
information with her.  Thank you for being
you. God is good all the time.   
Bob & Patty Biersner & Denise Arends.

What does the color blue
represent in the advent season?

 
 

from
Lutheran Advent Traditions - Lutheran Reformation

lutheranreformation.org/get-involved/lutheran-

advent-trad…
 

The color blue can be used as a symbol
of anticipation and hope. Christians in
many countries have adopted various
traditions of lighting candles during
Advent to observe this as the time of
the coming of Christ who is the light of
the world.

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=fdb59a75b0b64122JmltdHM9MTY2OTUwNzIwMCZpZ3VpZD0yODA5MzQ1Yy1lNmVjLTYyZTQtMjI5ZC0yNGM2ZTcwYTYzZWQmaW5zaWQ9NTQ0NQ&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=2809345c-e6ec-62e4-229d-24c6e70a63ed&psq=what+does+blue%2fpurple+symbolize+for+elca+lutheran&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9sdXRoZXJhbnJlZm9ybWF0aW9uLm9yZy9nZXQtaW52b2x2ZWQvbHV0aGVyYW4tYWR2ZW50LXRyYWRpdGlvbnMv&ntb=1
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