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Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 
Charles Wesley 

Come Thou long-expected Jesus 

Born to set Thy people free

From our fears and sins release us

Let us find our rest in Thee

Israel's strength and consolation

Hope of all the earth Thou art

Dear desire of every nation

Joy of every longing heart


Joy to those who long to see thee

Dayspring from on high, appear

Come, thou promised Rod of Jesse

For thy birth we long to hear 
O’er the hills the angels singing

New glad tidings of a birth 
Go to him, your praises bringing

Christ the Lord has come to earth


Come to earth to taste our sadness

He whose glories knew no end

By his life he brings us gladness

Our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend

Leaving riches without number

Born within a cattle stall 
This the everlasting wonder

Christ was born the Lord of all


Born Thy people to deliver

Born a child and yet a King

Born to reign in us forever

Now Thy gracious kingdom bring

By Thine own eternal Spirit

Rule in all our hearts alone

By Thine all sufficient merit

Raise us to Thy glorious throne
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Call to Worship 
Adapted from Isaiah 60:1-3, 16. 
Please participate by reading the underlined portions. 

Arise!  Shine!  For your light has come!  And the glory of the Lord has 
risen upon you!


Behold!  Darkness will cover the earth, and all the people!  But the 
glory of the Lord will rise upon you! 

The nations will come to your light!  And kings will come to the 
brightness of your rising!


Then you will know that I, the Lord, am your Savior!  I am your 
Redeemer!  The Mighty One of Jacob! 
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Reformation Hymn 
Chris Anderson, Bob Kauflin 

We will trust God’s Word alone

Where His perfect will is known

Our traditions shift like sand

While His Truth forever stands


We will live by faith alone

Clothed in merit not our own

All we claim is Jesus Christ

And His finished sacrifice


Glory be, glory be to God alone 
Through the church He redeemed 
And made His own 
He has freed us, He will keep us 
Till we’re safely home 
Glory be, glory be to God alone 

We are saved by grace alone

Undeserved, yet freely shown

No accomplishment on earth

Can achieve the second birth


We will stand on Christ alone

The unyielding Cornerstone

Nations rage and devils roar

Still he reigns forevermore
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Congregational Prayer 

Almighty God,


You have loved us with an everlasting love, but we have not loved you in 
return.

You have spoken to us, but we have not listened.

You have given to us your word, but we fail to do what it commands.


We have walked away from our neighbors in need, wrapped in our own 
concerns.

We have condoned sin in our lives and others.


God of infinite grace,

Give us mercy, to acknowledge our sin.

Give us the gift of repentance, to turn from our sin, and embrace your 
covenant faithfulness.


In the name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer,


Amen.
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Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
Thomas O. Chisholm 

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father

There is no shadow of turning with Thee

Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not

As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be


Great is Thy faithfulness 
Great is Thy faithfulness 
Morning by morning new mercies I see 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest

Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above

Join with all nature in manifold witness

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love


Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside


Statement of Faith 
Sacraments 

We believe in Baptism and the Lord’s Supper - the two sacraments 
ordained by Jesus to be practiced in the church. God’s people are to be 
baptized by true believers in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  And they are to enjoy the Lord’s Supper together regularly, as an 
ongoing act of remembering the death of Jesus Christ – his broken body 
and shed blood.
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How Sweet and Aweful is the Place 
Isaac Watts 

How sweet and aweful is the place 

With Christ within the doors

While everlasting love displays 

The choicest of her stores


While all our hearts and all our songs 

Join to admire the feast

Each of us cry, with thankful tongues

Lord, why was I a guest?


Why was I made to hear Thy voice

And enter while there's room

When thousands make a wretched choice

And rather starve than come?


'Twas the same love that spread the feast 

That sweetly drew us in

Else we had still refused to taste

And perished in our sin


Pity the nations, O our God

Constrain the earth to come

Send Thy victorious Word abroad

And bring the strangers home


We long to see Thy churches full

That all the chosen race

May, with one voice and heart and soul

Sing Thy redeeming grace


* Children (up to 2nd grade) are dismissed to Children’s Church. 
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Psalm 36 

1	 Transgression speaks to the wicked

	 	 deep in his heart;

	 there is no fear of God

	 	 before his eyes.

2	 For he flatters himself in his own eyes 
	 	 that his iniquity cannot be found out and hated.

3 	 The words of his mouth are trouble and deceit; 
	 	 he has ceased to act wisely and do good.

4 	 He plots trouble while on his bed; 
	 	 he sets himself in a way that is not good; 
	 	 he does not reject evil.


5 	 Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, 
	 	 your faithfulness to the clouds.

6	 Your righteousness is like the mountains of God; 
	 	 your judgments are like the great deep; 
	 	 man and beast you save, O Lord.


7 	 How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 
	 	 The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of your wings.

8	 They feast on the abundance of your house, 
	 	 and you give them drink from the river of your delights.

9 	 For with you is the fountain of life; 
	 	 in your light do we see light.


10 	 Oh, continue your steadfast love to those who know you, 
	 	 and your righteousness to the upright of heart!

11 	 Let not the foot of arrogance come upon me, 
	 	 nor the hand of the wicked drive me away.

12 	 There the evildoers lie fallen; 
	 	 they are thrust down, unable to rise.
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Notes 
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Your Love Oh Lord (Psalm 36) 
Brad Avery, David Carr, Mac Powell, Mark Lee, Tai Anderson 

Your love, oh Lord, reaches to the heavens

Your faithfulness stretches to the sky

Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains

Your justice flows like the ocean's tide


I will lift my voice to worship You, my King 
I will find my strength in the shadow of your wings 
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Benediction 

After the service, please stay a while and fellowship with us. We are so 
glad you’re here! 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Visiting JRCC 
We are so glad that you are here!  We hope that your visit is 
encouraging to your soul.  Please fill out a Connect Card and 
drop it in the offering (or online), so that we can get to know you!


Membership at JRCC 
You are welcome to visit any time, but the best way to feel at 
home at JRCC is to become a member.  If you are interested in 
membership, or have questions, please let us know!


Children 
• Nursery (infants, up to age 3) is available during the service.

• Children’s Church (age 4 to 2nd grade) begins when the 

sermon begins.


Giving 
There are several ways to give to James River Community Church:

• In the offering box in the back of the sanctuary.

• Online or by mail, by visiting www.jrccsuffolk.org/give.

	 


Reflection Questions 
Questions to help you reflect on the sermon, or discuss it in 
community with others.


Contact 
If you have any questions, or if there is anything that we can do to 
serve you, please let us know.  We would love to hear from you!

• Church Office    -    office@jrccsuffolk.org

• Pastor    -    Ben LoPresti    -    ben.lopresti@jrccsuffolk.org


Announcements 
• Children’s Christmas Play


• Sunday December 4, 6pm

8909 Eclipse Drive

Suffolk, VA 23433


757-238-2477

www.jrccsuffolk.org



