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Week 2 December 4 to December 10, 2022 

Sunday, December 4 

Reading:  Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we 
do not see. 

Thought: As Christians, we have some common beliefs. We all believe in God. We all believe in the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, and we all believe in the Holy Spirit sent to guide us. 
In this letter to the Hebrews, we are told that faith is a little different from belief. We all 
believe in the same things – God, Jesus, Holy Spirit – yet we all hope for and need assurance 
of things that are specific to our own self. Last week we were introduced to the basic tenets 
of the five kinds of lived theology. This week we will investigate what each of these lived 
faiths hope for. In preparation for this exploration, I would ask you to consider what you 
hope for. If God could give you total confidence in one aspect of his plan, what would it be? 

Prayer: Holy God – I have faith and confidence in you. You give me hope for my deepest and most 
profound desires.  

Monday, December 5 

Reading: John 10:10 I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 

Thought: Once again, we are looking at the Evangelical/Messengers. We remember that central to 
their faith is spreading the word of God. Their deepest belief is that God is saving and 
transforming the lives of people through their acceptance of Jesus’ life, sacrifice and 
resurrection. Their hope is that everyone will hear the good news of Jesus and as a result 
will experience a truly satisfying, joyful and everlasting life. We are all hoping that everyone 
will be saved, but the Evangelical/Messengers hold this hope above all others. Does that 
resonate with you? 

Prayer: Jesus – I hope all will hear of your sacrifice and receive your blessing of a full life. Help me 
to spread the good news and to support all those who bear witness to you. 
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Tuesday, December 6 

Reading: Romans 12:12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 

Thought: Last Tuesday we were introduced to the concept that the central faith tenet of the 
Missional/Neighbors is that through their actions to go where there is need, God is healing 
and blessing lives and communities. They are the hands and feet of Jesus, and their deepest 
hope is that all who suffer will find relief and all needs will be fulfilled. We all pray for those 
who suffer or who are in need, but not all of us are as deeply invested as the 
Missional/Neighbors are. How deeply do you feel the suffering or needs of others? How 
deep is your hope that God will relieve that suffering and need? 

Prayer: Holy Spirit – thank you for the guidance you provide to all who work to alleviate suffering 
and need. 

Wednesday, December 7 

Reading: Matthew 6:9-10 When you pray say “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Thought: The Ecumenical/Partners are called to work for social change. They believe God is mending 
the world by enabling transformation to our society norms, expectations, and laws. They 
are called to work for that transformation and their deepest hope is that eventually God’s 
kingdom will come to earth, all suffering will come to an end, all will be equal, and no one 
will be in need. They hope for justice, peace, and reconciliation beyond all else. Is this your 
deepest dream and hope? 

Prayer: Father – I pray for your kingdom to be realized here on earth. Help me to work for and to 
support those who seek to transform our world into yours. 

Thursday, December 8 

Reading: Psalm 96:11-12 Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad, let the sea resound and all 
that is in it. Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them, let the trees of the forest sing 
for joy. 

Thought: The Spiritual/Pilgrims are on a journey of faith, seeking and finding God in the ordinary as 
well as the unusual. They believe that everything sings of the glory of God, and their deepest 
hope is that all will be nurtured in finding 
their own spiritual path, growing in their 
faith, and finding God in all creation and its 
unfolding. They are the ones who support 
ecology and reforesting not so much to 
enact social change like the 
Ecumenical/Partners, but more because 
they value the opportunity to find God in 
the natural world that already exists. Is 
your deepest hope that you and others find 
the path to the glory of God? 

Prayer: Holy Triune God – you truly are 
everywhere, in all times and places and 
things. Help me to support others to find 
their straight path to you. 
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Friday, December 9  

Reading: Hebrews 10:24-25 and let us consider how we may spur each other on toward love and good 
deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging 
one another. 

Thought: Thinking back about the Ecclesial/Servants, we remember they are called to worship and 
learn together and place great value on the gathered community of faith, sharing the 
sacraments and engaging in church ministry. Their deepest hope is that the community of 
faith they belong to will be a vital and strong source of worship and learning, proclaiming 
the good news from one generation to the next. They may not understand the other lived 
faiths, but they hope they will all come together, building and being the church and the 
family of God. Do you hope for a vital congregational life beyond all else? 

Prayer: Holy Spirit – be with us as we gather to worship and learn and pray together. Bring us home. 

Saturday, December 10 

Reading: Matthew 12:21 and his name will be the hope of all the world. 

Thought: We spent this week discovering what each of the lived theologies hope for. Of course, we 
all hope for everything each lived faith hopes for. We all hope that people will respond to 
God’s word and experience salvation. We all hope that suffering and need will be eased and 
ultimately ended. We all hope to grow in faith and to assist others in their walk with God 
and we all appreciate a vital church life. However, if you examine those hopes and dreams, 
one may seem to be more important to you. We must always remember that what is vital 
to us may be less significant to others. All of these hopes and prayers are imperative to 
someone, even if they are not to you. You may be called to embrace that hope and work to 
realize it, or you may be called to recognize that hope and support those who do work for 
it. No matter what, we are all seeking to serve God and to further his kingdom. Is there a 
hope that you have that seems most important? 

Prayer: Jesus – your name is hope and you have come to fulfill all our deepest desires to live in your 
ways and to bring about your kingdom. Help me to understand the hopes of others. 

 

 


