
Sons carry on the family name
Sons carry on the family business
Sons receive the family inheritance
The firstborn Son receives a double portion and the responsibility of securing the future of the
whole family 

Romans 8:29,30

1 John 5:13-15

I accept MYSELF as God sees me
I accept my SITUATION as God sees it
I accept OTHERS as God sees them

Sermon Notes, November 27, 2022
Text:Luke 1:36, Galatians 3 

Introduction
Some people are really great gift givers; they just have a way of thinking about you and knowing
exactly what you’d like or need. Have you ever unwrapped the perfect gift and said, “you know
me!”? That’s the kind of gift giver God is – he knows us and what we need better than we know
ourselves. Here’s the thing though, to fully receive a gift, you gotta unwrap it. You need to take it
out of it’s gift wrap and see it fully for what it is - there’s no ripping the paper only partially to see
what’s inside and leaving the rest unwrapped - you peel the gift wrap all the way back and display
the gift proudly for all to see! On this, the first day of Advent, we’re kicking off our Christmas series
“Christmas Unwrapped” where we’ll be peeling back the layers of the season to reveal the fullness
of God’s gift to us in Jesus.

God loves to give gifts: Psalm 84:11, Matthew 7:11. James 1:17, Ephesians 2:8, John 3:16

"Christmas, in all its beautiful packaging, wonder and mystery, still needs to be unwrapped to
discover & experience the gift of God that lies under all the layers of festivity." 

Luke 2:12 ESV - “And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths
and lying in a manger.”

Luke 1:26-36, Isaiah 9:6 - Jesus, the SON of GOD 

Galatians 3:26-29, 4:4-7 - the gift of SONSHIP to everyone, with all its privileges, male & female
are full participants in the family of God.

GRACE: Understanding God’s acceptance of me

FAITH: My acceptance of God’s Grace

PEACE: the evidence of my acceptance of God’s grace

UNWRAPPED: Week 1 "Son of God" -  Pastor Jeremy Bates



Life Group Discussion
Warm-Up: 
As adults, Christmas becomes more about the gifts we give than the ones we receive. What was one of
your favourite gift giving moments? What made it special to you? The reaction? The thoughtfulness you
put into it? Of course, it's always fun to talk about the things that didn't go according to plan too...do you
have any funny gift giving stories that didn't go the way you planned?!

Study & Discussion:

1) What resonated with you from the sermon? What challenged or surprised you? What questions do you
have? 

2) Read Luke 1:26-36 & Galatians 3:26-29, 4:4-7

 
3) While some Bible translations use gender inclusive language to indicate we are all the "children" of
God, there were specific connotations to being a "son" in Biblical times that can be lost if we don't
understand them and their specific expansion to include women. Review the responsibilites of "sonship"
on the front of this page and discuss how they apply to all believers, male & female, in the family of God
today. 

4) How might you respond to someone who says the Bible isn't worth reading based on its seemingly
archaic, chauvinistic and patriarchal roles?

5) Bethel Church & the PAOC hold an "egalitarian" view of women in ministry, as opposed to some
churches that hold a "complementarian" view based on Paul's seeming opposition to women teaching
found in 1 Timothy. If your group would like more info on discussing this topic, you can visit
https://paoc.org/docs/default-source/church-toolbox/position-papers/statements/paoc-statement-of-
affirmation-regarding-the-equality-of-women-and-men-in-leadership.pdf

6) How does God's gift of SONSHIP also give us the gifs of grace, faith & peace?

7) Pastor Jeremy shared a shocking quote by US Surgeon General Vivek Murthy, "Loneliness and weak
social connections are associated with a reduction in lifespan similar to that caused by smoking 15
cigarettes a day, and even greater than that associated with obesity…but we haven’t focused nearly as
much effort on strengthening connections between people as we have on curbing tobacco use or obesity.
Loneliness is also associated with a greater risk of cardio-vascular disease, dementia, depression and
anxiety.”  
How does the way God model acceptance into his family motivate us to engage with others when we
might have traditionally viewed Christian life as an individualistic, personal & private faith? 
 
Prayer: Christmas is a great time to look for opportunities to reach out and bless
others, what opportunities is God putting on your heart this season?


