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Wake Up to Hope!  
Romans 13:11, Matthew 24:42 
His and hers tattoos.  Not sure if this is a suitable Christmas gift suggestion; but these are the 
tattoos that my wife Sue and I have.  These are our 
wrists on screen.  Hope!  The theme of this first 
Sunday of Advent.

We got these tattoos as a part of our thanksgiving to 
God, and to reflect and remind us of the journey that 
Sue had been on, dealing with cancer earlier this year; 
and the sure hope and peace that Christ brings us in 
the place of the cross.

An important part of Scripture for us through the 
whole journey of this sickness was Romans 5:1-5.

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we 
boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.  And not only that, but we also 
boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not 
disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 

Romans 5:1-5

These verses brought me constant, cross-shaped hope that, no matter what, God would bring Sue 
— and bring me and those who love her — through to the other side, whatever that looked like.  
The God who came to earth to give his life on a cross in order to bring life was with us.  Sue’s 
sickness was a real wake up call for me spiritually.

“Wake up O sleeper,” God seemed to say to me. 

Have you ever had one of these wake-up calls from God?

We began this Advent season with a litany, a shared prayer for hope!  This first Sunday in Advent 
calls us all to wake, to be alert, to be ready for the coming of Christ of amongst us.  Wake up to 
cross-shaped hope.

First, let us pray…
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The Advent season helps us to prepare for Christ’s coming, and not just in our preparation for 
Christmas.

In our readings, God calls for us not just to prepare with human traditions for Christmas, but to 
spiritually prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ amongst us.

So wake up, and be alert!  That’s God’s loving call to you.

Our key texts today call us to do this:

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep.  For 
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day 
is near…

Romans 13:11

Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.
Matthew 24:42 

We can be very organised, focused and put in great energy to plan for Christmas.  Our meticulous 
planning and preparations of gifts, of hospitality, of meals and so on is all part of our love for 
others.

We can plan well in life too — say financially, or on a career path to care for ourselves and our 
family.  We do all of these things out of love.  But are we prepared spiritually for the coming of 
Christ at Christmas, and for his return?  And will you invest in this, as a part of your love for 
others?

Our readings today help us and challenge us to prepare spiritually for Christmas, and for eternity.  
Let’s explore them:

Our gospel reading in Matthew, and our second reading in Romans, bring us God’s call to wake up 
and be alert to the coming of Christ.

In our reading from Romans 13, Paul calls people “to wake from sleep.”  While this verb does have 
the sense of “waking up,” two important things need to be noted:

1.  First, the verb is a passive verb: you are not simply waking yourself up, but are being woken up. 
Woken by whom?  Passive verbs in Scripture refer us straight to God as the one who does the 
doing… in this case, the waking beginning at our baptism.

Paul has already used this same verb “to wake up” in 
reference to Christ’s resurrection, and the hope 
believers have for our own resurrection because of 
our baptism into Christ.  As Paul states in Romans 6 
(which informs much of the rite of baptism for Elke 
and Tully today): 

“we have been buried with him by baptism 
into death, so that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, so 
we too might walk in newness of life.” 

Romans 6:4 

It is time, Paul says, to return to your baptism to know who you are: and to be who you are.  Not 
one who walks in the old age of death, just concerned for the passing material things; but one who 
has been claimed by God in Christ for life eternal.

So how do we do this?
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Well, our readings today are very pointed

Isaiah 2:

God calls us to himself:  Come to Mt Zion where my house is established and note that it is 
established for all peoples.  All peoples are called to repent and learn the way of God, which is the 
way of peace and hope.

“He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat 
their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up 
the sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.”

The arrival of God destroys war and warring factions.  Hope!  Cross-shaped hope!  And not only 
does God come to destroy warring factions, his presence turns the tools of war into tools which 
build community, which sustains and enhances life.

The other symbol of hope I wear is this “Hope” 
wristband.

It’s a symbol of hope worn by some people who 
believe that Scripture and our Lutheran Confessions 
show clearly that women as well as men can be 
pastors.  Sometimes it seems that our church has gone 
to war over this.  The proposal we’ve placed before 
the Synod of the Church which convenes next 
February is one which seeks to bring peace, to turn the 
words of division into words which build up our communities across Australia and New Zealand, 
and to bring the gospel Word of hope to the world.

And so Advent brings this call to our personal lives as well.  It’s a call with cross-shaped hope in 
your heart, to lean into struggling or broken relationships and people.  Christmas can be a difficult 
time for relationships.  If there are difficulties between people, it is often a time when these 
difficulties are exaggerated.  What does this mean for you or for people you know?  Is there 
someone God is calling you to wake up and bring cross-shaped forgiveness to?  Is there someone 
you know who faces a hard Christmas because of relationship breakdown?  How are you called to 
bring cross-shaped hope?  In the lead-up to our reading in Romans 13, Paul says this in chapter 12:

Let love be genuine; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing 
honour.  Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.  Rejoice in hope, be patient 
in suffering, persevere in prayer.  Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality 
to strangers.

Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  Live in harmony with one 
another; do not be haughty, but associate with 
the lowly.  Do not repay anyone evil for evil, 
but take thought for what is noble in the sight 
of all.  If it is possible, so far as it depends on 
you, live peaceably with all.

Romans 13:9-13, 15-18

Paul wrote to Gentile and Jewish Christians at Rome 
calling them to put on Christ, to wear Christ (maybe 
like this wrist band) in bringing peace.  And we can too.

This first Sunday of Advent is the Sunday of hope.  
Cross-shaped hope in receiving the good news of the 
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coming of Christ for the peace of the world.

Wake up!  God is calling you.  Be alert and receive the hope and peace that Jesus brings.  Wake up!  
God is calling you.  Be alert and make a cross-shaped difference in your life with others.  The God 
of Advent hope and peace is with you.  Amen.

Video of the service including the above address: https://youtu.be/eWtC4SOpIIs
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