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Welcome to St Paul’s Cathedral for this service of Advent Lessons and
Carols. Thank you for joining us. We’re very glad you’re here to share this
time of spiritual preparation. As daylight fades and shadows lengthen, our
experience of sacred Word and music will reveal the comforting promise of
hope, peace, joy, and love anticipated in the coming of the Kingdom of God.
May these words and this music quietly guide you toward the true light of
Christmas.

The service begins in silence
(please remain seated for the music by the choir and stand to sing the hymns)

Choir Matin Responsory      G. Palestrina

Hymn Come, Thou Redeemer of the Earth

1. Choir

2. Begotten of no human will,
But of the Spirit, thou art still
The Word of God in flesh arrayed,
The promised fruit to man displayed.

3. The virgin womb that burden gained,
With virgin honour all unstained;
The banners there of virtue glow;
God in his temple dwells below.

4.  Thy cradle here shall glitter bright,
And darkness breathe a newer light,
Where endless faith shall shine serene,
And twilight never intervene.



5.  All laud, eternal Son, to thee
Whose advent sets thy people free,
Whom with the Father we adore,
And Holy Ghost for evermore.

Bidding Prayer The Rt. Reverend Robert Bennett

BELOVED in Christ, as we await the great festival of Christmas let us prepare ourselves so
that we may be shown its true meaning. Let us hear, in lessons from Holy Scripture, how the
prophets of Israel foretold that God would visit and redeem his waiting people. Let us
rejoice, in our carols and hymns, that the good purpose of God is being mightily fulfilled.
Let us celebrate the promise that our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, will bring all people
and all things into the glory of God’s eternal kingdom. The blind receive their sight, and the
lame will walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the
poor have the Gospel preached to them.

But first, let us pray for the world which God so loves, for those who have not heard the
good news of God, or who do not believe it; for those who walk in darkness and the
shadow of death; and for the Church in this place and everywhere, that it may be freed from
all evil and fear, and may in pure joy lift up the light of the love of God.
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer to God, in the words which Christ himself
taught us:

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our
trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, For ever and ever.
Amen.

First Lesson  Isaiah 40:1-8 Read by Stephanie Allen
The Prophet proclaims good news to a people in exile

Carol  Adam Lay Ybounden Boris Ord

Second Lesson  Jeremiah 23:5-6 Read by David Warren
The Lord promises to send his people a righteous King

Carol  Zion Hears the Watchmen’s Voices J.S. Bach

Third Lesson  Haggai 2:6-9 Read by Trudy Warren
The Prophet foretells the advent of the desire of all nations

Hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Blue Book 89

Fourth Lesson  Isaiah 35:1-6 Read by Pat Mack
The Prophet foretells the glory of the kingdom of God

Hymn On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptist’s Cry Blue Book 103

Fifth Lesson  Luke 1:26-35, 38 Read by Allan Nagata
The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary

Carol  Song of Mary Basil Harwood

Sixth Lesson  Romans 8:28-39 Read by Catharine Sadler
St. Paul declares the good purpose of God

Carol  Break Forth, O Beauteous Heav’nly Light J.S. Bach

Seventh Lesson  Mark 1:1-4, 7-15 Read by Ian Sadler
Jesus proclaims the coming of the kingdom of God

VESPER RESPONSORY: The Reverend Michael DeKay

Judah and Jerusalem, fear not, nor be dismayed;
Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you.
Stand ye still, and ye shall see the salvation of the Lord.
Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, he will be with you.
We wait for thy loving kindness, O Lord.
In the midst of thy temple.



COLLECT:

Let us pray.
O God, who makest us glad with the yearly expectation of thy coming,
Grant that we, who with joy receive thy only-begotten Son as our Redeemer, may without
fear behold him when he shall come to be our Judge, even thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ;
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end.
Amen

The Blessing The Rt. Reverend Robert Bennett

Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast that which is good; render to
no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint-hearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honour
all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you,
and remain with you for ever.
Amen

Hymn Lo! He Comes, with Clouds Descending Blue Book 104

Postlude  Toccata on “Vom Himmel hoch” — Garth Edmundson

Blue Christmas: A Service of Comfort and Hope in-person on Wednesday, December 14,
7:00pm  –  Brightly wrapped packages, Christmas trees, holiday parties, holly and the scent of
pine, unending upbeat carols in shops and malls, visits from friends and family, baking and
cooking, food everywhere–and the awed, hushed joy of welcoming a tiny Infant to our world
and our hearts–these are the images and memories of Christmas most of us celebrate and
treasure. But each year some people – the grieving, the lonely, the hopeless – dread the
approach of the holiday season. They have no heart for the cheer and the bustle, the anticipation
and the excitement. If you are looking for a quiet and sacred space apart from the traditional
holiday festivities, please join us for our Blue Christmas service entitled "A Light in the
Darkness". 

Nine Lessons & Carols Service - Please join us on Sunday, December 18 @ 4:00pm as we
celebrate the story of the Messiah, from God's promise to Abraham, to the birth of Jesus,
revealing in song and readings how the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.  Sing some
of your favourite Christmas Carols and hear lovely choral arrangements of beloved seasonal
songs.

Christmas Eve – December 24

4:00 p.m. – Family Service with Holy Eucharist

7:00 p.m.  –  Holy Eucharist

11:00 p.m.  –  Holy Eucharist

Christmas Day – December 25

10:00 a.m. – Holy Communion
Book of Common Prayer


