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     MINISTER’S MESSAGE—REV. BOB 

As you read this, the season of Advent will have begun. 
Each year we focus on a different overarching theme that 
highlights Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love – the four candles of 
advent. Each week we light a candle symbolizing one of 
these core aspects of how we understand what God has 
done and is doing in our lives through the gospel of Christ. 
It’s a way of reflecting each week on what the incarnation, 
the indwelling of God, Emmanuel means, yet it’s not always 
easy to hold onto those symbols, let alone place them at the 
centre of our lives amongst all the distractions for our time, 
care, and resources. 

 

Our theme for this Ad-
vent is Lost Icons: God 
in Our Midst. Each 
week we will focus on 
one of the Christmas 
Icons, how they’ve been 
pushed aside or dimin-
ished in significance, 
and how we can re-
center them and our-
selves on what really matters – the presence of Jesus, not 
the presents of stuff. I’ll admit, that sounds really easy and 
I’ll also admit how hard I find it personally. I like getting 
presents. I like giving presents. I like thinking about how 
each present I give reflects my relationship with the person 
receiving it. At the same time, I look around our home and 
realize we have lots of stuff and, If I’m honest with myself 
and you, it isn’t the stuff that’s important it’s the experienc-
es they’ve enable or been part of.  

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Minister’s Message continued .2 

Finance Committee……………….3   

M & P Committee .....................4 

Fellowship Team………….……….5 

Worship Committee .................6 

Mission and Service Team  .......7 

Outreach Committee …………….8 

A.C.E…………………………………...9 

Streaming with Heart…………..10 

 



Advent as a time of reflection and preparation also offers us 
the opportunity to examine what we’ve been placing at the 
centre of life and what we’ve been displacing. That’s a hard 
conversation at the best of times. People tend to find it easier 
to name what’s at the centre, even if it makes them uncom-
fortable, yet naming what’s being displaced is a whole other 
level of challenge. When work is at the centre, what’s being 
displaced? Family? Friends? Neighbours? Community? The 
same question could be asked of any of these if family/
friends/neighbours/volunteering is at the centre what’s being 
displaced? The goal isn’t to feel bad, that’s not what this is 
about. It’s about acknowledging the reality and then making 
some decisions about what life could look like, the life of 
abundant hope, peace, joy, and love that is possible when 
Christ is at the centre. What I’ve come to realize is that when 
I put something else at the centre of my life there’s always a 
competition between equally important aspects of life. It sets 
up a dualism, it’s either this or that, one “wins” and one 
“loses”. When I manage to keep Christ at the centre space is 
created where it isn’t about a competition anymore, it’s about 
an eco-system of presence where priorities shift and change 
depending on what’s needed at that moment in time, yet al-
ways filtered through the lenses of hope, peace, joy, and 
love. As the good folks over at Advent Conspiracy name it 
(watch the video here: https://youtu.be/2yfnlhvmr-k) the icons 
of Advent foster a certain call within us to conspire against 
the pressures in the world to displace the icons of Advent 
from the centre and instead focus on our individuality, our dif-
ference, our scarcity, and our fear. That’s really not what the 
promise of Advent is all about. 

 

This Advent, as one part of our Care for Creation ministry pri-
ority, we’re all being invited to conspire together for a green-
er Christmas. One where we worship fully, spend less, give 
more, and love all as we rediscover the lost icons of Advent 
and the reality that God is in our midst, we just need to pay 
attention. It’s a journey of meaning that will be different for 
each of us, yet similar at the same time. Through music, Can-
tata, candles, prayer, silence, and reflection wrapped in differ-
ent worship experiences from joyous and loud to quiet and 
reflective it promises to be a journey made richer when we 
take it together and extend the invitation for others to join us. 

 

Throughout Advent, on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, New 
Year’s Day, and beyond. It really is a most wonderful time of 
the year, not because of the stress, chaos, emotions, memo-
ries, or presents, but the presence that journeys with us the 
whole year through. 

 

From my family to yours, Advent Blessings, and Merry Christ-
mas!  

Rev. Bob 
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This Advent we’ve prepared several different resources to help 
you engage this holy season of waiting and preparing. 

 If you visit https://www.trinitypg.ca/worship-spirituality/pages/
advent-christmas starting November 28 you’ll find a growing num-
ber of resources that you can use at home, on your own, or with 
family and friends. The daily reflection cards this year have to op-
tion: a double-sided version that includes the graphics for each 
week of Advent and a single sided version if you don’t want to 
print the graphics. We’ve also numbered the 
cards for each day of Advent, yet you can use 
them in any order you’d like. Just print, cut, 
and voila – you’re all set. A video series is be-
ing prepared as well as a weekly liturgy if you 
are lighting Advent candles at home. There’s 
also a nifty little QR code that you can scan 
with your smart phone/device using its camera 
that will take you straight to the resource page. 
Together, let’s rediscover the lost icons of Ad-
vent and find God in our midst. 

 

ADVENT 2022 RESOURCES 

The final stage of funding approval for the construction of a 
new purpose designed home for Harmony House happened 
on November 23. With construction funding approved, pre-
construction work will start as soon as possible. IDL Con-
struction was awarded the construction contract as part of 
the competitive process. Final legal agreements, licenses, 
and easements are being finalized for signing before the end 
of November. An early concept drawing helps show some of 
the key concepts that have been included in the design in-
cluding a residential feel, a design that fits into the neighbourhood, 
shared parking, a fenced play area, and keeping as many of the 
mature trees as possible. You can find our more on the BC Hous-
ing info page: https://letstalkhousingbc.ca/prince-george-zelkwas. 
After over 4 years of planning and more meetings than you can 
count, we’re finally at the construction phase!  

What does that mean for Trinity United, you may ask. For now, it 
will mean a fenced in construction site in the back parking lot. It will 
mean a much tighter second row of parking (as long as the snow 
permits it). Everyone is encouraged to park along the church build-
ing, down the side of the building, and in the front parking lot. If 
there is room for a second row in the back, please do so carefully. 
It also means some temporary gas and electrical connections to 
enable construction to happen. Eventually you’ll see lots of equip-
ment and people as work begins in earnest. The construction time-
line is roughly 15 months from start to finish. If you have any ques-
tions please contact Rev. Bob and if he doesn’t have the answers, 
he’ll get them! 

HARMONY HOUSE SET TO BEGIN!  

https://www.trinitypg.ca/worship-spirituality/pages/advent-christmas
https://www.trinitypg.ca/worship-spirituality/pages/advent-christmas
https://letstalkhousingbc.ca/prince-george-zelkwas
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CHOIR—ERICA SKOWRON 

On December 11, the choir will present our annual Advent/
Christmas Cantata at 10 a.m. as part of our regular Sunday 
service.  This year we will be presenting “The Advent of our 
God “  by James Hansen .  Our narrators are Em Cawsey 
and Les Waldie.   

 

The Choir has been working on this presentation since Sep-
tember.  We hope that  you will join us On December 11. 

 

Merry Christmas 

CARE OF CREATION TEAM — SHANNON CARSON 

 

Your Trinity Care of Creation Team had its first meeting on 
October 11,  2022.  At that meeting our main goal was to meet 
each other and share why we feel called to this team and ini-
tial ideas about where we should focus our attention.  We 
generated many ideas, some of which we will be sharing with 
our Trinity family in the coming months.  One of our ideas is 
an Advent calendar which you can use to make the Christmas 
season a little more eco-friendly.  It is attached to this newslet-
ter and can be printed at home. 

 

We are learning about the United Church of Canada’s content 
about climate change and caring for God’s creation.  There is 
a Pacific Mountain Region Climate Network which is just form-
ing, through the Justice Ministry led by Jane Dawson.  We 
plan to stay connected to it and other Communities of Faith 
who are also working on this initiative. 

 

Our Draft Purpose is:  To stimulate conversation, learning and 
action around climate change that supports care of God’s Cre-
ation. 

 

If you would like more information about our Team please 
contact Shannon Carson at 250-964-2245 or sbcar-
son58@gmail.com. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Shannon on behalf of,  

The Team:  Vic Steblin, Marion Bartlett, Linda Schmidt, Judy 
Addie, John Neumann and Barb Dean 

mailto:sbcarson58@gmail.com
mailto:sbcarson58@gmail.com
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“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men.” —Luke 2:14 

The Finance committee would like to thank the congregation for their 
continued financial support of the wonderful work that the church 
does in the community.  

 

This has been a busy year. We have received several grants to help 
support the renovations of the downtown campus after the fire.  We 
were also able to tie in the replacement of a portion if roof which be-
gan to show its age after a wind storm in the spring. A grant also al-
lowed us to update a number of lights to LED which supports our 
“care of creation” priority. This will also reduce some operating costs 
over the long term. However, inflation is much more than we antici-
pated when we set out budgets last February. We ask that you take 
this into consideration as we approach the final part of the year. With 
that, we’d also like to remind you that December 31 is the last day to 
make your donations for the 2022 tax year. 

 

Doug Hofstede 
Chair, Finance Committee 

FINANCE COMMITTEE—DOUG HOFSTEDE 



M & P COMMITTEE—KEITH TAITE 

As we approach the Advent and Christmas season let us reflect on 

the things we are appreciative for over the past year.  For most, 

this represents those around us that bring pleasure and joy just by 

sharing their time and talents with us.  The M & P Committee 

would like to express our gratitude to our paid staff at Trinity Unit-

ed PG for sharing their time and talents with us throughout the 

year.  During this season we ask the congregation show your ap-

preciation to these great individuals (Rev. Bob, Erica Skowron, Vic 

Steblin, Diane Kjorven, Rebecca Fillier, Tom Hynd, and Susie Wil-

son). 

As the Chair of the M & P Committee, I would also like to 

acknowledge my gratitude for my fellow committee members.  

Best wishes this holiday season, it is a pleasure and joy to be with 

each of you on our committee.   

The M & P Committee, also sends the congregation best wishes 

this holiday season. 

Kindest Regards, Keith Taite (Chair) 

Committee Members: 
Marilyn Blair  
Vickie Brown 
Shannon Carson 
Les Waldie  

6 

 
 
 

 

 

6 

Join us on Saturday December 10th at the main building (3555 5th Ave) for an 

Advent Mini Retreat from 9AM to 12Noon. It’s an opportunity to take a bit of 

time and just breath during the busy season leading up to Christmas. A 

chance to ground yourself in the sacred story of Jesus’ birth and the ongoing 

presence we celebrate as part of our lives. What to expect? There will be 4 

stations throughout the building reflecting the 4 themes of Advent: hope, 

peace, joy, and love. Each station will have a different activity to help shape 

your experience and will take about 15 minutes each (but you can choose to 

take longer!). You’ll be able to start at any station and choose to engage some 

or all of them, alone or with others. A light lunch will be served at 12Noon. If 

you are planning to attend and stay to help with Christmas Shoeboxes, please 
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Seasons Greetings from the Fellowship Team. We have had 

a busy fall. We resumed serving coffee, tea, juice and cook-

ies after Worship on Sunday mornings. It is great to be able 

to gather together again.  

The Fellowship Team does a lot of fundraising which benefits 

our church community. We held a very successful muffin sale 

on October 16th which raised $285.00. Our next fundraiser 

will be our very popular Christmas Cookie Sale. The cookies 

will be pre-packaged in packages of a dozen. The sale will be 

held on Cantata Sunday, December 11th following Worship. 

The cost will be a donation. It is a way to get some Christmas 

baking.  

Our fabulous sewing ladies, Dee Neukomm and Lorna 

Brown, are making Hats for Kids. The hats can be ordered 

through the office in packages of six for a cost of $20.00. The 

hats are then donated to two schools that we are partnered 

with while Trinity benefits from the funds that we receive.  

As a new project this year, we are putting together some 

Christmas Gifts for Seniors. Marg Smith initiated this project. 

Dee and Lorna are making gift bags and we are filling them 

with things such as a nice mug, warm socks, hand cream, 

chocolate treat, tea, and a decoration. The gifts will be distrib-

uted to Seniors in long term care who do not have family sup-

port.  

We had a mini–Silent Auction on November 20th.  

Dorothy Seiter continues to send Sympathy cards and Think-

ing of You cards to those who need a friendly ‘Hello.’  

We also assist with serving at Memorial Services when asked 

and we assist other committees when we can. In the New 

Year, Trinity United Church will again be hosting the Golden 

Age Social at the Civic Centre on Wednesday, February 

15th . This is a joint effort by the City of Prince George and 

the Prince George Council of Seniors. Our Seniors love this 

event and it is an opportunity for us to show our appreciation 

to them for their service to our community over the years. We 

will be looking for volunteers to help with this event.  

On behalf of the Fellowship Team, I would like to thank you 

all for your continued support of our fundraising efforts, espe-

cially during the challenging times that we are all facing. Also, 

on behalf of the Fellowship Team, I wish you all a Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year.  

Merry Christmas, Cathie Reid (Chair, Fellowship Team)  

FELLOWSHIP TEAM—CATHIE REID 



WORSHIP COMMITTEE—MARION BARTLETT 

  

Amazing. Once again Advent has snuck up upon us when if feels we 

have hardly let go of summer. It’s been a year full of some roller coaster 

moments, and one that has seen us move from lockdown, to limited and 

finally to wide open service opportunities. As a church, I feel we have 

weathered the past few years well with solid transmission of services 

from the beginning, staying in touch throughout via delivery bags and 

email updates to in the seat services whenever possible. What a fabu-

lous group of people we have. Thank you to each and everyone of you for being who you are.  

And – welcome to all the new people that have visited and joined the church online and onsite. 

We are so glad to have you in our midst. Please feel free to let members of the worship commit-

tee know of any feedback and/or suggestion or questions you may have. We are truly an Affirm-

ing Church and proud of it. 

With Reverend Bob having a much deserved and needed few months sabbatical, we are so 

thankful for all the people that filled in in so many ways. I think with all this working together, as 

a congregation we grew even closer than we already were. What a marvelous feeling to be part 

of this group. 

And now as we roll into Advent, then Christmas and the New Year here is a look at what to ex-

pect in the upcoming weeks - plus. 

Week of Nov. 21 to 26th    In preparation for Advent those signed up for email will receive a 

copy of the newsletter together with some reflection cards and other items relating to Advent. 

For those who do not have email, we will be delivering these pieces and special children’s pack-

ages by personal delivery 

November 26   Decorating the church ready for Advent to begin. Everyone is welcome to come 

and help – 10:00 am – Saturday 

November 27   1st Sunday of Advent – the sanctuary has a proud display and the first Advent 

candle will be lit symbolizing hope. 

December 4   Communion and 2nd Sunday of Advent the second Advent candle will be lit sym-

bolizing love. 

December 8   Cookie bake-off - 10:00 am 

until we’re done. Thinking of making cook-

ies to contribute to the cookie sale? Bring 

your recipe to Marion Bartlett’s house 

(phone 250-613-5628) and bake while en-

joying some friendly fun fellowship. 

December 10    9:00 – 12:00   Adult mini retreat with 4 stations throughout the main building. A 

perfect chance to take a breather from all the busyness of Christmas preparation and ground 

yourself in spiritual practices. 

December 10    12:00 – 1:00   A time for a bite of lunch 
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December 10  12:30/1:00 Many hands make light work – join in prepping cookies for cookie sale on 

the 11th . Please let the Outreach Team know if you’d like to help make Christmas shoeboxes. 

December 11     3rd Sunday of Advent and Cantata Sunday.  The third Advent candle will be lit 

symbolizing joy. As well there will be an adult baptism and make sure you check out the cookie sale 

area. A good chance to fill up your larder ready for enjoying or feeding to company. 3rd Sunday 

of Advent and Cantata Sunday.  The third Advent candle will be lit symbolizing joy. As well there will 

be an adult baptism and make sure you check out the cookie sale area. A good chance to fill up your 

larder ready for enjoying or feeding to company  . 

December 16th or 17th   - A caroling we will go. Why- To give some of the “home and difficult to or 

can’t get out” members of our church family a little bit of happy to bring a smile to their face. Where– 8 

to 10 homes of members of the congregation. Smiles, a couple of songs, & light hearts all round. 

December 18    4th Sunday of Advent. The Fourth Advent candle will be lit symbolizing Love. A pick-

up Christmas story is being planned with roles for everyone and enjoyment by all. 

December 21    Blue Christmas  A special service centered around pain, loss, healing and hope 

amidst the pressure to be happy and jolly. 

December 24      Christmas Eve has 3 services   

4:00 pm  This is designed specifically for those with young children and their families. It is a shorter 

30-minute service with a chance for children to show some of their exuberance. 3 craft stations, the 

Christmas story, carols, and a pinch of chaos. 

6:00 pm  This service is planned around families with older children or those who want worship a little 

earlier. Carols, story, and reflection are the hallmarks of this experience. 

9:00 pm  This is both a communion and candlelight service. A little slower and more contemplative, 

it’s an opportunity to join together in carols, scripture, reflection, and communion. 

December 25   Christmas Day Sunday Service will be held at 11:00 am. PJ’s are appropriate if de-

sired. This year we’re combining worship and feasting. If you’d like to join us please reserve a seat 

online or through the main office to help us cook the right amount of food 

December 26     The first day of the Christmas Season 

January 1    Happy New Year - Communion service 

January 6    The last day of Christmas 

January 8     Epiphany and Anniversary Service – I wonder – will there be cake? 

Come January the Worship Committee will jump feet first into preparation 

and planning for the 2023 services and the like. Looking forward to seeing 

what the new year brings, but in the meantime, all the very best to each and 

every one of you and have a wonderful Christmas. Stay safe and warm and 

wish you all the very best of the season. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the Worship Committee. 
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This Sunday, November 27
th
, marks the beginning of Advent when 

we prepare for the celebration of Jesus’ birth at Christmas. When we 

celebrate Christmas each year we are reminded of the gifts that Je-

sus gives each one of us:  hope, peace, love, joy, and finally Himself.  

We are all in need of these gifts at different times, but for people 

needing our Outreach services; people on the street, lonely seniors, 

people struggling with addictions, loneliness, depression, mental ill-

ness or violence, these are everyday needs 24/7.  Filling the pantry 

and hampers at A.C.E, as well as the gifts of soup and sandwich 

lunches, warm dry socks, gloves, hats, blankets, and raingear 

throughout the year at St. Vincent’s provide a glimmer of hope for a 

better week ahead, and a small taste of what love is about.  The joy 

that the Christmas shoeboxes bring is evident by the smiles on their 

faces.  

 So many in need are hidden in plain sight, and we are trying to ex-

pand our outreach to others in our community.  This year Fellowship 

is collecting Christmas gift bags for Seniors without family support in 

care homes and the hospital, and the need for warm clothing and 

backpacks for school children was emphasized. Once again, the 

congregation of Trinity and  many others in the community have 

been so generous in their donations of food, items, and services for 

everyone of concern throughout the year, but especially as we get 

closer to Christmas.  We collected more than 125 pairs of socks and 

gloves at the Sock it to Me/Drop the Gloves event! Thank you, thank 

you, thank you! 

So as we look ahead to 2023 may we continue to share God’s gifts 
of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love to everyone we meet, especially 
those hidden in plain sight!  Merry Christmas Everyone! 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE—VICKIE BROWN 
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The Mission and Service team would like to take a moment to 

thank all of you for your ongoing support to Trinity United and our 

Mission and Service fund. The fund touches peoples’ lives both 

here in Canada and around the world. Without you we would not 

be able to continue the many ministries that we support. We are 

on track again this year thanks to your stewardship as God’s 

people. 

With Christmas approaching please keep in mind our “Gifts with 

Vision.” It can help you solve your “What to Buy” dilemma. This 

could be the answer of what to buy for the hard to buy for per-

son. There has been new categories added to the catalogue. An-

ti-racism, projects in Nunavut, Guatemala and Palestine – to 

name a few- support the rights, culture and dignity of people who 

experience racism daily. Many gifts that have been previously 

popular are returning this year. The catalogue is small, being 

mindful of the environment but there are many more choices on 

the “Gifts with Vision” website. Thank you and remember that a 

meaningful gift is just a click away. 

We hope that you have enjoyed the variety of  ”Your Generosity 

Matters”  M & S presentations that we have presented over this 

year. 

May the true spirit of Christmas shine in your hearts and sur-

round you with peace and joy this Christmas.  

Your M & S Team. 

Wendy Hudyma, Beth Quesnel, Melita Higgins, Pam Boulding,  

Sharon Vincent and Betty Belado 

MISSION AND SERVICE TEAM 
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Trinity United 
Church 

3555 5th Avenue 
Prince George, BC 

V2M 1K8 
 

Phone: 250-563-9167 
E-mail: 

office@trinitypg.ca 
www.trinitypg.ca 

What is Blue Christmas or Longest Night Worship? 

On December 21
st
 at 7pm in our main worship space (3555 5

th
 Ave 5

th
 

and Union) our community will gather and acknowledge that while the 
culture around us is constantly telling us to be happy, joyous, and bright 
this isn’t the experience of Christmas for many of us. Instead, Christmas 
is complicated and overlayed with a sense of grief, loss, anger, and 
sadness, any of which could be grounded in history or current experi-
ence. If this is true for you, know that you are not alone. If, for whatever 
reason, you’re feeling more blasé than hurray! grieving any transition or 
loss, this is for you. Together, on the longest day of the year, we name 
the darkness that is real. We enter it trusting that the darkness isn’t 
something to be afraid of or to shy away from but is a place of new life. 
With hope we own the realities of life and look forward to what can 
emerge as the light breaks in. Combining hymns, music, readings, si-
lence, reflection, ornaments, and candles we join together in a support-
ive and safer space with one another and the Holy. 







THE KNOX PERFORMANCE CENTRE TAKES SHAPE 

 

For almost two years we’ve been working on turning the sanctuary space at TrinityDT into a more 
accessible, flexible, and user-friendly performance centre. In February 2022 the small fire and ensu-
ing restoration of the sanctuary space and the lower hall meant there were some decisions that 
needed to be made and projects that were planned to unfold over a longer period of time that all of 
a sudden were feasible much sooner. Because of the renovation funding as part of our insurance 
claim, it was possible to apply for a Northern Develop Initiatives Trust Grant. We were successful 
and awarded $137,500. We were also successful in applyinhg for a $20,000 Faithful Footprints 
grant from The United Church of Canada to invest in building upgrades that lower our carbon foot-
print. We have been awarded another grant that will be made public on December 7 and have sub-
mitted a grant application to The United Church of Canada Foundation through the EDGE Network. 
The success of the EDGE grant be known by late December or early in 2023. We plan on applying 
for a Heritage Canada grant before the end of December. In total between grant money, insurance, 
donations, volunteer labour, and our own capital investment, between $340-440,000 will be invest-
ed in our TrinityDT facility. Already people are enjoying and loving the revamped space and com-
munities across Canada are inquiring about what we’re doing and how we’re doing it and that’s 
while we’re still doing the work! 

 

What’s that funding being used for? A new roof on the sanctuary that had to be done this year. Re-
moval of the pews and new chairs. A new high-efficient in-floor radiant heating system. New profes-
sional grade PA and stage lighting system. New emergency doors. Whisper silent low wattage re-
versible ceiling fans. A platform accessibility lift for the stage. A new stage. New flooring. Revamped 
balcony. New artist spaces. New and revamped storage. New windows in the lounge and a new 
serving counter in the lounge. And that’s just the beginning. The goal is to create a 300-seat perfor-
mance centre that enables us to reach more people and fill a need in our city. A centre that is flexi-
ble in how it can be configured; accessible both physically and economically; begins addressing de-
ferred maintenance and upgrading; helps us live out our core values; and live into our ministry prior-
ities of building community, anti-racism and right relations, and care of creation. In short, we’re giv-
ing the building another 50 years of life, the city an amazing performance centre, and Trinity United 
a new way to do ministry. 

 

How are we able to do all of that? Basicaly because of the people of Trinity United and their willing-
ness to both embrace this project and see it as an opportunity to serve both our church and wider 
community. Literally hundreds of hours have been donated so far by an impressive group of people 
from teen to septuagenarian. However, a huge expression of gratitude must go to one person: Gary 
Dean. When there’s a challenge to be solved, he’s the one we’ve turned to. When the heating sys-
tem needed to be rotated 90 degrees, he’s the one who figured it out. The list goes on. Thank you, 
Gary! 

 

And we’re not done yet. The work in the balcony, artist spaces, sound and lighting installation are 
the next big pieces to be completed before the end of January. When the call goes out, please con-
sider this opportunity to serve. If you can follow directions(ish), and use a hammer, drill, saw, or 
paint brush – we’ve got a job for you! 

   



 

  


