
 25 November 2022 
  
 
Dear Friends 
 
 Let me begin by acknowledging the warm welcome which I have received in taking up our 
bishop’s appointment as the Cathedral’s Interim Priest-in-Charge over these next several months. 
Even though I have a long association with the Cathedral, both as a Cathedral Canon and an honorary 
assistant, the learning curve is steep – and many, many have stepped up to ease my way. Thank you. 
 
 While it is true that I am at the beginning of this new role, it is clear that I am entering into 
programs and projects and dreams that are well underway. It is one of these that I am writing about. 
 
 As you likely know, the Cathedral has been working hard to create the conditions for 
excellent and creative ministry while yet putting us on the path to long-term sustainable funding.  For 
many years, we have operated with a systemic deficit, and we need to find ways to address this issue.  
 
 Some of these are short-term – for example, asking everyone to top up their offerings for the 
year.  We have decided not to make such a request this year. 
 
 Instead, we are inviting and challenging every member of the Cathedral community to 
participate in one of our long-term initiatives – which is to help us grow our endowment. The “Christ 
Church Cathedral Fund” is lodged with the Victoria Foundation. It is small right now. But if we work 
at it over the years, such a fund could eventually generate enough income on an annual basis to 
eliminate our deficit, and to make it possible to follow our dreams.   
 
 Recently, the Cathedral received two very generous bequests, $104,000 of which will be 
invested in our endowment fund. What if each of us reached deep into our hearts and resources to 
honour this generosity with gifts of our own?   
 
 If we could raise $50,000, we would bring the value of the Christ Church Cathedral Fund to 
$220,000.  
 
 This is just a beginning, of course. But begin we must.  
 
 I hope you will be able to respond favourably to this request. I invite you to read the enclosed 
brochure for more information. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
(The Reverend Canon) Jeannine B. Friesen 
Priest-in-Charge 


