
Advent 1 - Discussion Questions 

“The Wonder of God’s Hope” 
Luke 2:21-40  

Opening Question(s) – Choose (a) or (b) 

a) What was the most meaningful (or memorable) Christmas tradition you had when you 

were growing up? Do you still follow them? Why or why not? 

 

b) What are you eagerly looking forward to in the near or distant future? How confident are 

you that what you are hoping for will meet or exceed your expectations & why?  

 
Discussion Questions 

1) Read Luke 2:21-40. Why did Mary and Joseph take Jesus to the temple (see also Leviticus 

121-8; Gen. 179-14; Exodus 132,11-13)?  

 

What do these temple ceremonies reveal about Jesus’ parents economically (see Lk. 224 & 

Lev. 128), spiritually, etc.? 

 

2) What does Luke’s introduction tell us about Simeon (vv.25-27)? About Anna (vv. 36-37)?  

 

3) If you were Mary & Joseph, how would you have felt when Simeon came and took your 

son in his arms and began praising God (v.28)?  

 

4) What did Simeon say & do that caused the child’s father and mother to “marvel”?  

 

5) Why was this such a meaningful experience for Simeon? 

 

What would be the crowning joy for you in your old age? 

 

6) What added insight does Simeon give into this child’s destiny in vv.34-35?  

 

7) How do Anna’s words and actions compare to Simeon’s? Why include both of their 

testimonies?  

 

8) If you were Joseph or Mary, what would you have told your friends & relatives when you 

got home? 

 

9) Have you ever had a godly person speak a word from the Lord over/into your life? 

 

How might God want you to “bless” a person in your life (with a gift, card, visit, phone call, 

prayer, etc.)? 

 

10)  God had a plan for Jesus’ life. Do you feel God has a purpose for your life?  

 

11)  Prayer suggestion: each person in your group pray (a) one personal request (“please 

God…”), (b) one praise item (“thank you God…”), and (c) one prayer/intercession for 

someone else. 

 


