
How can I support 

 

 
this holiday season? 

 

Once again this year we will be putting together some very special Christmas food hampers, as well as 

providing a small household gift, for each of the guests at our monthly Food Bank Satellite.  We are 

hoping to get your help with the things we need.  Last year you were very generous.  Would you be 

willing to make a donation of a gift set, and/or contribute some special grocery items, again this year?  

Kitchen Linen Gift Sets.  This year we are asking you to bring in to the church office - in a Christmas gift 

bag - a set of 2 kitchen tea towels, 2 kitchen hand towels and 2 kitchen dish cloths.  They should be of 

good quality, and preferably not have any pictures of animals, scenery or other items printed on 

them.  Just plain or plaid towels and cloths would be the best.  

Food Donations. These are a few items that we are in need of for our special Christmas hampers.  Items 

can be placed in the Food Bank barrel in the church office lobby.  

 Mixed nuts 

 Orange/apple juice 

 Small jars of pickles 

 

 Jars or cans of olives 

 Boxes of chocolates 

 Boxes of crackers 

 

 Bags of potato chips 

 Hot chocolate mix 

Please bring your donations of gift bags and food items in to the church office by December 4.  Thank 

you for your generous hearts. 

 

How can I support Joshua House 
Be Bold. Be Strong. Joshua 1:9 

 
 this holiday season? 

 

On November 20 our friends at Joshua House held their Gala of Grace fundraising dinner, and it was 

great success.  Many members of the Sevenoaks family were in attendance, and the event brought in 

around $50,000 in donations.  Yet the need is even greater still.  As a residential addiction recovery 

program that houses up to 85 men at a time across 6 different facilities, Joshua House operates in 

perpetual need of ongoing support from churches and individual church member donors. 

Here is a list of three great ways for you to support Joshua House this coming Christmas season. 

1. Donate good quality used (or new) men’s clothing by bringing it in to the church office and 

putting it in the designated donation box.  At this time of year, items like winter coats, gloves, 

mittens, scarves, toques, socks and boots are in particular demand. 

2. Consider volunteering.  Richard and Angie Korkowski, the two co-executive directors of the 

ministry, can use volunteers for a wide range of supporting activities.  Why not give them a call 

and see if there is some way you can help out for an hour or two a week. (778-241-1499 / 778-

241-1599) 

3. Make a direct year-end financial donation.  Visit the Joshua House website at 

www.yahwehsavesrecovery.ca for information on how to give. 

https://www.yahwehsavesrecovery.ca/home
http://www.yahwehsavesrecovery.ca/


How can I support 
 

 
 
 this holiday season? 

 

We are pleased again this year to be able to provide the Abbotsford Christmas Bureau – which is 

operated by the Archway Abbotsford Food Bank – with a location out of which to operate its distribution 

centre.  (We are also thankful to our friends at the Abbotsford Vineyard Church, who have been willing 

to “surrender” the use of the Main Auditorium Lobby for the months of November and December!) The 

Christmas Bureau team are busy getting everything set up, in readiness for “opening for business” 

around the first of December.  The main Auditorium lobby is being transformed in to a magical toy and 

gift shop, and the Breezeway is being set up for the distribution of Christmas food hampers. 

Here are three ways that you can contribute to the Christmas Bureau program: 

1. On Sunday November 27, the Christmas Bureau will be hosting their 10th Annual Toys for Tots 

Christmas Breakfast and Toy Drive.  Drop by the Clarion Hotel anytime between 11 am and 2 pm 

with your newly purchased toys to donate, and you can enjoy a free buffet breakfast along with a 

whole lineup of entertainment. 

2. If you, your family, or your small group would like to sign up to directly sponsor a family or a senior 

through the Christmas bureau, you can register to do so on the Food Bank website at 

https://www.abbotsfordfoodbank.com/christmas-bureau/#sponsor . 

3. If you want to make a direct financial donation to the Christmas bureau you can do so through the 

Food Bank website at https://www.abbotsfordfoodbank.com/donate/ . 
 

How can I support 

 

 
  
this holiday season? 

 

It might seem odd, in the monthly bulletin for our church (Sevenoaks), for us to provide you with 

information on how to support one of the other churches in town over the holiday season.  But Gateway 

Community Church isn’t just another church.  Over the past few years, they have been exemplary church 

leaders in responding to the practical as well as spiritual needs of those who are in crisis in our 

community.   One way that they do this is by operating a 30-bed Extreme Weather Shelter in their 

church building from November 1 until March 31 every year.  

Operating this ministry requires the participation of a lot of volunteers, and our friends at Gateway have 

asked us to ask you if you would consider signing up.  You’d serve one evening a week, supervised by 

regular overnight shelter staff, assisting with preparing food and making guests feel welcome.  To sign 

up as a volunteer, or to get more information, please contact the Shelter Coordinator, Jenny 

Vanderheide, at jvanderheide@shaw.ca.  (BTW: Ralph Grabowski, from our church family, already 

serves as an EWS volunteer, and he’d also be happy to answer any questions that you might have about 

what’s involved.  You can contact him at grabowski@telus.net .) 

https://www.abbotsfordfoodbank.com/christmas-bureau/#sponsor
https://www.abbotsfordfoodbank.com/donate/
mailto:jvanderheide@shaw.ca
mailto:grabowski@telus.net

