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WELCOME AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 
In the spirit of respect, reciprocity and truth, we honour and acknowledge that we gather as people 
who live and work and pray on traditional and ancestral land of the Blackfoot people of the Canadian 
Plains. We give recognition to the Blackfoot people past, present, and future, and to the Metis Nation 
of Alberta, Region III. 
 
COMMUNITY LIFE 
 
As we gather . . . In this Advent season, we give thanks for Jesus, the Living Word, born into the world 
as tiny child. We anticipate the moment when the Son of God breathed his first human breath into 
the cold of night, when his mother heard his cries, and when his eyes beheld God’s beautiful world.  
As we gather for worship, we also breathe, we also cry out, and we also behold God’s beautiful world. 
May God lead us into a deeper understanding of what it means to be created in God’s image and 
filled with life. 
 
The coming of the Lord draws near – let us wake and watch and worship 
 

 
In the beginning was the Word,  
and the Word was with God,  
and the Word was God.  

The Word was in the beginning with God.  
Through the Word, all things came into being. 

What has come into being in him was life,  
and the life was the light of all people.  
The light shines in the darkness,  
and the darkness did not overcome it.  

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.  

[pause] 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
 

  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the Word made flesh, 
our life and our salvation. Amen. 
 
 

Advent 1 -  Hope 
 

November 27, 2022 
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OPENING PRAYER  
 
Let us pray. Word of God made flesh, 
you came to us in Spirit as you hovered over the waters of creation. 
You came to us in the very human person of your son, Jesus.  
You abide with us in every tear we shed, 
every joy-filled laugh, and every deep breath of sleep.  
 
Light of Christ, awaken us this hour to the glory of your presence in our midst.  
Shine among us so that the darkness without and within may be pushed back, and we see what is truly 
real. 
 
Enable us to behold the world as you created it to be, as you created us to be.  
Help us to recognize our sin for what it is.  
Empower us to move from darkness to light, from sin to new life.  
May your light within us shine through into worship this day, as all days.  
 
This we pray in the name of the Word made flesh, the light which is the light of all people, 
Jesus Christ. Amen.   
 
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING  
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A: The season of Advent reminds us of the hope we have in the humanity of Jesus. God came to 
us, leaving behind the glory of heaven to be a person feeling pain, joy, loss, and love. 

B: Today, we light the candle of hope, because in Jesus, heaven came to earth. 
 
Light the first candle. 
 
A: Jesus Christ you are the light of the world. May we have eyes to see you and ears to hear you. 
B: Come into our world today. Amen. 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 

hope 

hope 
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GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
We pray together. Lord Jesus Christ, we await your coming, 
We wait filled with hope, 
Knowing your light will shine in the darkness. 
 
We wait, anticipating your peace, 
Believing that one day it will fill our world. 
We wait embracing your love, 
May we reach out to share it with our neighbours. 
 
We wait with joy,  
bubbling up in expectation of your birth. 
Lord we wait, 
Come soon and fill us with your life. Amen.  
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GATHERING SONG “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”  ELW 242  
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5 
 
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a universal 
reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community responds: “Let us 
walk in the light of that Lord now!” 
 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 In days to come 
  the mountain of the Lord’s house 
 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
  and shall be raised above the hills; 
 all the nations shall stream to it. 
  Many peoples shall come and say, 
 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
  to the house of the God of Jacob; 
 that he may teach us his ways 
  and that we may walk in his paths.” 
 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
  and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
 He shall judge between the nations, 
  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
  and their spears into pruning hooks; 
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
  neither shall they learn war any more. 
 O house of Jacob, 
  come, let us walk 
  in the light of the Lord! 
 
Holy Wisdom, Holy Word, 
Thanks be to God!  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

 
 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 24: 36-44  
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 24th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
One:  But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, 

but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of 
Man. 

 
Two:  For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 

giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the 
flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man.  

 
 
 

hope 

hope 

hope 
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One & Two: Then two will be in the field;  
 
Two:   one will be taken  
One:   and one will be left.  
 
One & Two:  Two women will be grinding meal together;  
 
One:   one will be taken  
Two:   and one will be left.  
 
One & Two:  Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.  
 
One:  But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the 

thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be 
broken into.  

 
Two:  Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”  (v 1, 5, 6)   ELW 257  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

O come, Thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. 
 
O come, Thou Dayspring from on high 
And cheer us by thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadow put to flight. 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
SHARING THE PEACE 
Because we are created to live in peace with one another and creation,  
we take a moment in worship to speak peace to one another,  
 
May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
 
OFFERING  
Let us pray.God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them 
our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your 
Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new hope. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global church to the urgent needs 
of our time. Break down barriers of culture and custom and unite people of all faiths in your 
redemptive and healing work. We pray, come, Lord Jesus. 
 
God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us your ways of sharing resources 
and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, preserve the wild places, and protect endangered plants and 
animals. We pray, come, Lord Jesus. 
 
God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for serving the neighbor. Strengthen 
the resolve of all who work for an end to war. We pray for lasting peace in the land of Jesus’ birth. We 
pray for the country of Ukraine and its people suffering from the ongoing war there. We pray, come, 
Lord Jesus. 
 
God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those who hunger. Comfort the 
grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help and hope to any who are sick or needing your care 
especially Myrtle, Sharla, Debi, Marion, Arne, Thelma, Eva, Dave & Trudy, Tiffany, Blair, Corrie, Pastor 
Dick & Jan, Helene, Patrick, Jack & Shirley, Eowen, Grace, Margaret, Mary, Ann, Clayton, Nancy, 
Rosemary, Shellene, Sheila, Judy, Miriam, Pastor Kathy and Darcy, Doreen, and Margaret. We pray, 
come, Lord Jesus. 
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God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide congregations in transition 
or conflict especially those in the Synod of Alberta and the Territories. Give wisdom to congregational 
councils, call committees, and ministry leaders. Keep us alert to unexpected opportunities for mission. 
We pray, come, Lord Jesus. 
 
God of Advent we pray today for Good Shepherd’s Sunday school and its teachers. Hold in your care 
this week Darcy and Marlene Peterson and Tom and Karen Peterson that they may know and hear 
your voice of love in their lives. 
 
God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives of the faithful who now rest 
in you. We trust that you will bring us into the company of all the saints with rejoicing. We pray, come, 
Lord Jesus. 
 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them with 
the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven 
 hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
     on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive our sins 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever, Amen. 

 
 
 
SENDING 
 
Hope Jar 
 
BLESSING 
 
Friends and family of Christ, 
may God the eternal Word, 
who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen.  
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SENDING SONG “Glory to God” ELW 164 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Go in peace. Christ is near.  
Glory to God! Amen! 
 
 

 

COPYRIGHT PERMISSION 

MUSIC & LITURGY 

1. “Longing for a hope-filled morning” Words  © Ally Barrett / Jubilate administered by Jubilate Hymns Ltd. CCLI Licence 

#547407. Music: Picardy (French traditional carol). Public domain. 

2. “Hope is a Light”  Contributors: Daniel Charles Damon,  Tune: © 2007 Hope Publishing Company Text: © 2007 Hope  

Publishing Company. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-712444.  

3. “Come Light of Lights”  Singing in Community: Paperless Music for Worship,Contributors: Ruth Cunningham, Tune: © 2007 

Ruth Cunningham, admin. Augsburg Fortress Text: © 2007 Ruth Cunningham, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted under 

OneLicense.net #A-712444.  

4. “Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn” Text & Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950©1983  GIA Publications.  Reprinted under 

OneLicense.net #A-712444.  

5. “He Came Down”  Text:  Cameroon traditional; Music:  Cameroon traditional; arr. John L. Bell, b. 1949.  Arr.©1986 Iona 

Community, dmin.  GIA Publications, Inc.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-712444.  

6. “O, Come, O, Come, Emmanuel” Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Koln, 1720; tr. John M. Neale, 1818-1866, alt.  

Tune: French processional, 15th cent.  Reproduced with permission under CCLI Licence #547407.  

7. “Glory to God, Glory in the Highest”  Music: Peruvian traditional  copyright © 2006 ELCIC. Augsburg Fortress Publisher.  

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-712444. 

8. Advent liturgy adapted from Now in Flesh Appearing © 2022 Illustrated Ministry, LLC.  illustratedministry.com   
9. Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #SAS104021.  
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