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An Affirming Christian Community for Faith, Justice and Music 

(*)- indicates that the congregation is invited to rise in body or spirit  
 

Advent 1: “Sacred Time” 
November 27, 2022 

 
 

Greeting: 
 One: The Peace of Christ be with you! 
All:  And also with you. 

 
Welcome 
 
Acknowledging the Land 
This Advent, we are exploring how the sacred is reflected in 
different sacred times, places, people, space and 
knowledge. When the settlers arrived on this continent – 
they did not see that God was already here – that the sacred 
was already reflected in the indigenous people, their land 
was full of sacred places, they had many ways to mark 
sacred space and time. We as the church offer our remorse 
for the ways we overlooked the sacred already in our 
indigenous siblings, and for the actions that actively sought 
to destroy what was held most sacred through residential 
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schools. We commit to walk a better path as we seek to live 
into reconciliation – acknowledging the harms of the past 
and committed to honouring what they hold sacred. We 
gratefully acknowledge that we gather on land held sacred 
by the Katzie First Nation and the Kwantlen First Nation. 
All: May God’s light guide us as we seek reconciliation. 
 

 

reflecting the sacred 
The shiny additions to our Advent and Christmas visuals 
remind us that we are called to reflect the sacred each and 
every day. “Incarnation” is a word that means that God’s 
presence came to dwell among all people, and we believe 
this happened in a special way in the birth of Jesus. All 
creation has always been imbued with the Creator’s 
brilliance. This season, we will remember the call to shine 
with this holy light.  
 
Crossing the Threshold 
Video: The Christmas season is a time when the 
juxtaposition of the sacred and secular feels sometimes 
blatantly opposed, and sometimes quite blurred. The word 
“sacred” points to something dedicated as “holy” and “set 
apart.” This year, you are invited to a spiritual journey of 
seeing ALL things pregnant with the Holy. What could our 
experience of the Advent and Christmas season be like if we 
lived it imagining that everything is reflecting the sacred? 
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My Soul in Stillness Waits 
Words: Marty Haugen 

Copyright © 1982 GIA Publications 
Used by permission under One License A723301 

 
For you O Lord my soul in stillness waits, 
Truly my hope is in you 
 
Take one more deep breath [pause] and open your eyes 
slowly. As you are ready, I invite you to stand in body or 
spirit and face the back as the Light of Hope comes into our 
midst. For those worshiping online, you are invited to light 
your first candle. 
 
[candle-bearers come forward as people rise and turn; when 
they arrive at the wreath and place the candle of Hope there] 
 
Readers:  
Please repeat after me [us]: 
 
We pray for Hope this day. 
We pray for Hope this day. 
 
We open to see the Sacred reflected in all things. 
We open to see the Sacred reflected in all things. 
 
We open to see each moment  
We open to see each moment 
 
as a gift of holy presence. 
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as a gift of holy presence. 
 
This is the gift of the Christ Mystery, 
This is the gift of the Christ Mystery, 
 
lighting the way to hope. 
lighting the way to hope. 
 
[Sam sings as the light is placed in the wreath or on a 
surface] 
 
O Lord of Light, our only hope of glory 
Your radiance shines in all who look to you 
Come light the hearts of all in dark and shadow 
Open to us the pathway of your hope. 
 
 
Prayer 
 
Leader: 
Living God, Christ Mystery, Spirit of Hope, 
we give you thanks for this holy moment together.  
As we take in the hope you offer, 
may we be a reflection of your light, 
expanding the sacred time of “right now” 
into the sacred time of “always and for all time.” 
Amen. 
 
 Confession and Assurance 
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Maker and Lover of all, forgive us when we are too 
preoccupied, self-involved, or worried to notice your 
presence in our lives… 
 
when we are too rushed to allow  
moments of wonder and awe that lead to hope, 
when we are too frightened to imagine  
those not like us loved equally by you, 
when we gloss over the most ordinary details  
as a revelation of your joy, 
when we fail to stop and reside  
in peace with you in our depths. 
 
Open us, O God, 
free us to reflect the sacred. 
Touch us with your presence, 
we pray in your Holy Name: 
Christ, Anointed One. 
Amen. 
 
Hear this good news: 
God is with us in our distress and in our faltering. 
God is always and already closing the gaps we create. 
We are forgiven and freed.  
We are not alone. 
Glory to God! 
Amen. 
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Opening Hymn of Hope 
 
* Hymn VU 2  Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 

Words: Charles Wesley 
In the public domain. Used with Gratitude  

 
1  Come, thou long-expected Jesus,  
 born to set thy people free:  
 from our fears and sins release us,  
 let us find our rest in thee. 
 
2  Israel’s strength and consolation,  
 hope of all the earth thou art,  
 dear desire of every nation,  
 joy of every longing heart. 
 
3  Born thy people to deliver;  
 born a child and yet a king;  
 born to reign in us for ever;  
 now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 
4  By thine own eternal Spirit  
 rule in all our hearts alone;  
 by thine all-sufficient merit  
 raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 

refracting the sacred 
Slide: As light passes through a medium, it can be redirected 
in ways that make its brilliance more visible, as in a prism. 
As we encounter the message today, we see the world and 
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our own lives and loved ones in a different light, one that 
invites us to know more deeply the sacred nature of all 
things. 
 
Time for Children 
 
Introduction to Scripture 
 
Reader: The busy-ness of the holiday season can overrun 
the sense of the sacred. The irony is that setting apart time 
for connection with the sacred gets pushed aside in order to 
create the trappings of what is supposed to be the season of 
celebrating the presence of the Holy! We will begin our 
Advent journey toward Christmas by emphasizing the gift of 
being awake to the “now”… the gift of sacred time with God, 
with each other, and with those in need of hope. 
 
 
First Reading 
Romans 13: 11-14 (The Message) 
 

Make sure that you don’t get so absorbed and exhausted in 

taking care of all your day-by-day obligations that you lose 
track of the time and doze off, oblivious to God. The night is 
about over, dawn is about to break. Be up and awake to what 
God is doing! God is putting the finishing touches on the 

salvation work he began when we first believed. We can’t 
afford to waste a minute, must not squander these precious 
daylight hours in frivolity and indulgence, in sleeping around 
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and dissipation, in bickering and grabbing everything in sight. 

Get out of bed and get dressed! Don’t loiter and linger, waiting 

until the very last minute. Dress yourselves in Christ, and be 
up and about! 
 
The Word in Music 
 
Second Reading 
Matthew 24: 36-44 (NRSVUE) 
 
Reader: But about that day and hour no one knows, neither 
the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as 
the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of 
Man. For as in the days before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah 
entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came 
and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the 
Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, 
and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal 
together; one will be taken, and one will be left. Keep awake, 
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 
coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had 
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would 
have stayed awake and would not have let his house be 
broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 
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One:  For the Word of God in Scripture, 
  for the Word of God among us, 
  for the Word of God within us: 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Reflection 

refilling the sacred 
 
Prayers 
 
Slide: We are wells of the sacred. God’s presence is poured 
into creation in a never-ending flow of love. We enter a time 
of prayer that invites us to be refilled in ways that can help 
us pour out our love throughout the week. All we must do in 
this moment is open our hearts to the Holy One. 
 
 
Prayersong: Emmanuel 

Words: Bob McGee 
Copyright © 1976 C.A Music 

Used by permission under CCLI 3033322 

 
[sung] 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel,  
his name is called Emmanuel. 
God with us, revealed in us, 
his name is called Emmanuel. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
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[spoken] 
Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, 
Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 
Christ on my right, Christ on my left, 
Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit down, Christ 
when I arise. 
 
(sung) Emmanuel, Emmanuel,  
his name is called Emmanuel 
God with us, revealed in us, 
his name is called Emmanuel. 
 
Lord’s Prayer – Spoken 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil: 

for thine is the kingdom  
and the power and the glory, 

  for ever and ever. Amen 
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Offering/Offertory 
 
Doxology 
 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below 
Praise God all heavens and the earth 
reflecting the sacred story. 
 
This, this is Christ the King 
who mirrors hope in everything. 
Haste, haste to bring him laud, 
the Word of time eternal. 
 
 

 
 

reframing the sacred 
Slide: We too often think that something “sacred” is far away 
and not available to us. This Advent season, we are 
“reframing” the way we recognize the sacred reflected all 
around and through us. As we prepare to move into the 
world, we begin to reframe our view of the world and our 
circumstances, illuminating new ways of being the Christ 
(Anointed One) tangibly present.  
 
Anointed to Sacred Time 
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* Hymn VU 9  People Look East 
Words: Eleanor Farjeon 

Words Copyright © 1928 David Higham Associates 

Used by permission under OneLicense A723301 

1 People, look east. The time is near 
  of the crowning of the year. 
 Make your house fair as you are able, 
 trim the hearth and set the table. 
 People, look east and sing today: 
  Love the guest is on the way. 
 
2 Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 
  one more seed is planted there: 
 give up your strength the seed to nourish, 
 that in course the flower may flourish. 
 People, look east and sing today: 
  Love the rose is on the way. 
 
3 Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 
  guard the nest that must be filled; 
 even the hour when wings are frozen 
 God for fledging time has chosen. 
 People, look east and sing today: 
  Love the bird is on the way. 
 
4 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
  one more light the bowl shall brim, 
 shining beyond the frosty weather, 
 bright as sun and moon together. 
 People, look east and sing today: 
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  Love the star is on the way. 
 
5 Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
  Christ who brings new life to earth. 
 Set every peak and valley humming 
 with the word, the Lord is coming. 
 People, look east and sing today: 
  Love the Lord is on the way. 
 
 
Benediction 
 
When you see lights twinkle, 
when you catch a reflection in a mirror, 
when you notice the sunlight dancing on a surface 
or a nightlight glowing in the darkness, 
let these be signs that the Christ Light is revealed  
again and again in and through this world. 
 
Know that your brilliant presence 
is pouring more hope into a weary world. 
God loved us by becoming us. 
This means you are already 
reflecting the sacred. 
 
In the name of the Creator, Christ, and Spirit of Hope. 
Amen. 
 
Postlude 
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