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Do you miss singing the old familiar                                      

carols and songs at Christmas? 

 

Is your voice a little rusty/raspy? 

 

This is the night for you! 

 

Bring your friends and family for an old-fashioned       

Christmas sing-along. There will also be refreshments and a 

Silent Auction* to support the “Under Our Roof” campaign.  

 

(*No obligation to bid or buy. All low-key.) 

 

 

Note: If you have any items or services that you could donate  

toward the silent auction, they would be greatly appreciated.  

Please drop off at the Okotoks office.  
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WINTER 2022 - Worship Schedule 
 

2022 St. Andrew’s - Okotoks United Church in the Valley 

November 6th Rev. Dean Salter Karen Pryznyk 

November 13th Karen Pryznyk Rev. Dean Salter 

November 20th Rev. Lee Spice Rev. Julia 

November 27th
 Rev. Julia Rev. Lee Spice 

December 4th
 Rev. Lee Spice Rev. Julia 

December 11th
 Rev. Julia Rev. Lee Spice 

December 18th
 OK – Rev. Lee Spice 

DW – Rev. Julia  
(Christmas Candlelight p.m.) 

Rev. Julia 

December 24th
 4:00 p.m. Rev. Julia 

9:00 p.m. Rev. Julia 

7:00 p.m. Rev. Julia 

This season, as we see the influenza  

virus circulate through the province 

and our community at higher levels, 

we encourage masks in public         

settings. 

 

Thank you! 
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A MILLION 
BRILLIANT 

THINGS 

Join us for Advent 

November 27 - December 18, 2022 
 

A sermon series where YOU  

get to participate 
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WHITE GIFTS                                     
The tradition of White Gift Sunday has its roots in a small Methodist 
church in Ohio in 1904.  What began as a humble way to reflect on the 
love and devotion of the giver and not the value of the gift has grown 
into today’s white gift services in many churches across several de-
nominations. 

The story is told that a minister’s wife initiated the idea to solve the 
problem of inequity of gifts given at the Sunday School Christmas par-
ty.  Instead of focusing on receiving gifts, the focus shifted to bringing 
gifts to Jesus that could in turn be shared with people around the 
world who did not have much.  All the gifts would come wrapped in 
plain white paper, so that no one would know which was an expensive 
gift and which was a more modest one.  No one would feel ashamed 
of their gift and everyone would share in the joy of giving to others. 

On Sunday, November 27th, the first Sunday of Advent, we will be offer-
ing our white gifts in service to others who are struggling. 

This year, to facilitate providing what is most needed, we are asking 
people to give in the form of monetary donations so that we are able to 
purchase what is required, which is often not what we might imagine.  

We will be providing envelopes in which you can make your donation. 
Everything received will be credited to you as a donation and placed in 
the Benevolent Fund. The Benevolent Fund serves as a resource to the 
wider community of Okotoks and area to provide gas, transportation, 
housing and many other needs. It is a privilege to administer this confi-
dential fund on your behalf and I am clear to people that we have this 
fund because we have a generous congregation.   

Please consider a white gift this year and together we can make a dif-
ference in people’s lives. 

You will find the envelopes in the chair pockets or in the foyer on the 
literature table. They can be offered on the 27th and throughout the Ad-
vent/Christmas season.  

God bless us everyone.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

UCV or 
DW/OK 

Worship 

8-3 

OK 

 8-4 

UCV 

Bible Study 

10-11:30 

 8-3 

OK 

Mid-week 

Worship 

10-10:45 

1st and 3rd
 

Wednesdays 

 8-3 

OK 

Bible 
Study 

10-11:30 

 Off 

  

Youth 
Group 

6:30-8:30 

3rd Friday 

of each 
month 

 Off 

Julia can be reached for urgent Pastoral Care needs 24/7 at 403-702-2249.  

If you wish to reach Julia for anything other than urgent concerns, please email her at    

okjulia@telus.net and she will get back to you during office hours, or call and leave a   

message at either 403-938-4357 (Okotoks) or 403-933-4114 (United Church in the Valley) 

and your call will be returned during office hours.  

JULIA OFFICE HOURS WINTER - 2022  

OPPORTUNITY IS KNOCKING - LET’S OPEN THE DOOR! 

 

 The church is now fully open, with this in mind the greeters and offering collection ministry 

is being revamped. Anyone who is interested in joining this important ministry please  

contact Betty-Lou at: blbayley67@gmail.com or leave a message at (403) 383-4587. 

 

Thank you so much for considering this opportunity to serve. 
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STEWARDSHIP 

Under Our Roof     

For over 100 years Okotoks United Church has welcomed the community      

of Okotoks under our roof for worship services, fellowship and commu-

nity  events. We have used our building to create shelter for homeless 

people, a home for refugees and a space for ministries such as Jacket 

Racket and the School Lunch Program. A lot happens under our roof. 

History 

In 2002 the Okotoks United Church congregation decided to invest in the   future of the community of 

faith. In 2003 we sold our property and building on 3 Elma St (the current       Okotoks Rotary Perform-

ing Arts Centre) and purchased the building and property at 43 Riverside Dr. for $750,000. It was paid 

off in 2005 from the sale of the former church properties and funds raised or donated by the congre-

gation.  

When we decided to expand and move into our new building, the projected cost for the new addition 

was over $3,015,000. In 2006 a gift in the form of a cheque for $500,000 came from a local resident 

who wanted to honour the pioneers of the community. This encouraged the congregation to begin 

construction.  

So….We Have a Mortgage 

Three mortgages were secured: two from The Royal Bank of Canada totalling $650,000 and one from 

The United Church of Canada totalling $500,000. In total $1,150.000 in loans were secured for the 

new building. The rest needed for the building would be raised by the congregation and include equity 

labour.  To date over half a million dollars has been paid on our mortgages.  

Plans to pay off the RBC mortgage... 

As of September 2022, the total remaining on the RBC mortgage is $181,000. We currently have 

$102,500 in GICs dedicated strictly to the Mortgage Fund.  We pay over $3000 per month in mortgage 

payments to RBC and The United Church of Canada, which comes from our Dedicated Mortgage ac-

count. 

We are close to paying off the RBC mortgage. By July of 2023 we hope to be able to pay the entirety of 

the RBC mortgage, leaving us with only the United Church of Canada mortgage. To do so, we would 

need to raise around $50,000 to complete our obligation to the bank.  

This year, we are inviting you to make an extraordinary contribution to the “Under Our Roof” RBC 

mortgage retirement campaign. By paying off this debt we will be able to pay more on the UCC mort-

gage and dedicate more resources to programming.  What could we do with $1000 more a month for 

meeting the needs of our community from under our roof? 
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Karen Pryznyk's Service November 13, 2022 

Written by Mark Dutkoski 

 

Karen Pryznyk, Chair of the Okotoks Governing Board, delivered a message to 17 
congregants on Nov 13 which described an example of how the Bible is relevant today.  
Scripture selections were Genesis 1:26 to 31 and Gen 2:7 and 15 which describe two 
versions of the creation story, one from the standpoint of Israel when they were 
dominated by the Babylonians and the other when Israel was in a position of power. 
These two scripture selections have been summarized by a noted theologian as “You 
who are in despair, remember you have dignity.  You who seem to rule, remember you 
are dust.  You are part of creation.” 

God’s directions to Adam were to till and keep the garden of Eden. Therefore, we are to 
treat our environment with respect and not exploitation. Examples from both sides of 
our scorecard were given, i.e. the good things as well as the bad and also examples of 
what we can do to improve our environment! The concluding statement was good news 
that God is calling us to be earth healers and has equipped us to do so. Therefore, what 
are you going to do?  
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 2023: 

From Carol Smith - 

March 8th, is a global day celebrating the social, economic, cultural, and political achievements of women.  

The day also makes a call for accelerating women’s equality world wide. 

IWS has occurred for well over a century, with the first gathering in 1911 and is now celebrated by over a    

million people.  Pre Covid we did celebrate International Women’s Day at our Church.  Rowen House          

Emergency Shelter in High River joined us in providing artists, speakers, delicious pot luck dinner, an important 

recognition of an important day. 

Unfortunately, I am unable to continue to work on the Ministry and was wondering if there is someone who 

would be interested in taking my place in working with our community to host/co – host International       

Women’s Day 2023? 

If you are interested, please contact Lorna at the OUC Office (403-938-4357).  

Prayers  

 Taber: Knox 
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The Healing Ministry will be available or   

healing sessions as of September 19th from 

1:45 pm - 3:00 pm 

To book an appointment, please contact 

Gisela Dyck at 403-938-2506. 

HEALING MINISTRY 

THE HARMONY GROUP 

The Harmony Group will be holding their annual Christmas Bazaar at the Church on November 25 from 

3pm – 9pm and November 26 from 9am – 2pm. If you, or anyone you know, would like to book a ta-

ble please contact Joyce Loucks at 403-938-2410. The Harmony Group will gratefully accept donations 

of baked goods for their bake table, which may be dropped off at the church on the morning of No-

vember 25. There will also be a Treasures table consisting of quality used items. If you have any suita-

ble items and would like to donate please contact Gisela Dyck at 403-938-2506 

WISDOM FROM AUNTY ACID 
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If you have an urgent  

pastoral care need please call 

Julia at 403-702-2249. This change 

will take effect  

September 1, 2022 

Mid-Week Worship  

Come and find the quiet centre. 

Come catch your breath and pause.  

Come be reminded of God's presence. 

Come and join us for Mid-Week Worship: 

a short contemplative service  

of song, Scripture, silence, and prayer 

every Wednesday morning,  

from 10:00-10:30AM 

in the Okotoks United Church Sanctuary. 

We hope to see you there! 

Okotoks United Church Office  

To contact Julia email her at okjulia@telus.net. Both can be reached at the church office 

phone number listed below during their regular hours. 

Congregational Care Team invites you to reach out for confidential spiritual and  

compassionate care by email at: okcongregationalcare@telus.net   

 

The office is open Monday to Thursday 9:00 - 2:00, Friday 9:00 - 12:00.    

Please contact Lorna at okunited@telus.net or 403-938-4357.   

mailto:okjulia@telus.net
mailto:okcongregationalcare@telus.net
mailto:okunited@telus.net

