
  

 

GATHERED WORSHIP BOOKLET 

 SUNDAY 27th NOVEMBER 2022 

Helping people take the next step toward Jesus  

Welcome 

wpcrc.org.au 

The King sits enthroned 

Revelation 1 



We’re so glad you are with us today! 

Wonga Park CRC is a church that is committed to helping peo-
ple grow in their faith, one step at a time. We believe people do 
this by encountering God in His living word, through prayer, and 
in community with other believers. 

New here? 

We would love to meet and connect with you, so please fill in 
your details on the back of this booklet , place it in the offering 
bag and one of our team will contact you.  

God’s Word 

We encourage you to take notes in the place provided, to reflect 
on what God has been saying to you, and to discuss it with your 
family, friends and children. 

Prayer 

We have several places in our worship service where we pray. 
We would love to pray with you after the service . If you would 
like someone to pray with you, please remain in the main audito-
rium and a member of our prayer team will come and pray with 
you. 

Community 

We encourage you to stay after the service for coffee and fellow-
ship. We would love to meet you and get to know you more. We 
have a cry room off to the side of the church for parents with in-
fants. During School term we also run a Sunday School for pri-
mary school aged children. 
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Order of service 

Call to Worship  - Welcome                                               

Song -    

Advent  Candle 1- Hope and Advent Song - Sarah Pretorius   

Children’s Talk  - Lauren Devenish 

Children’s Song 

Young Adults / Youth  Convention presentation 

Offerings -  Harry Berends 

Reflection song during Offering 

Prayer over Offerings - Harry Berends 

Children go to Sunday School 

Announcements— Harry Berends 

Congregational  Prayer—Harry Berends 

Song  -  

Song - 

Scripture reading -  Roger Fernando 

Scripture -  Revelation 1 (CSB) 

Sermon  - The King sits enthroned 

Sermon Discussion 

Song -   

Close of service — Invitation 

Benediction 

Song  -  
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Today Pastor Chris Pretorius will be preaching. 

Duty Elder : Harry Berends 

Sermon Title :  The King is enthroned 

Reading :  Revelation 1 
 
Discussion Questions 
 
1. What stood out to for you? What is new / challenging? 
2. What is one thing from today’s message that you heard 

that you need to share with someone else? Who will you 
share it with? 

3. What does the image we get of Jesus in Revelation1 tell 
you about Jesus? 

4. Is Jesus active in the church today? How so? 
5. What does the feet of bronze in the image tell us about 

Jesus? 
6. What does the sword coming from his mouth indicate? 
7. Why is it important that Jesus wears a sash around his 

waist? 
8. What does John’s response to Jesus’ appearance teach 

us? 
9. Should we respond like John responded? Why/Why not? 
10. What is one step you can take today to grow in your ap-

preciation for Jesus’ glory and majesty? 
 
Sermon Notes 
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Sermon Notes continued 
 



6 

 

 

 

 “Prayer is no petty duty, put into a corner; no piecemeal 
performance made out of the fragments of time which have 
been snatched from business and other engagements of 
life; but it means that the best of our time, the heart of our 
time and strength must be given.” – E.M. Bounds 
  
As we go into the coming week let us daily pray; 
Giving thanks for the assurance that we are safe in Jesus’ hands 
and that no one and nothing can change that. 
  
My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give 
them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch 
them out of my hand. What my Father has given me is greater 
than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 
The Father and I are one.” (John 10:27-30 NRSV) 
  
Give praise and thanks to God our Father for the strength and 
security we have in him through all the storms of life. 
 

Give thanks that Jack Organtzoglou’s operation went well and 
that he is home again, pray that he will have complete healing. 
 

Give praise and thanks to our heavenly Father that the 
internship funding has been approved for Lauren Devenish, 
pray that this will be of great benefit and blessing to her and 
also to the church. 
 

Please pray for all those amongst us who are frail because of 
age or illness, pray that the Lord our God will be their strength. 
 

Please pray for the Victorian elections that what ever happens 
we may be assured that God’s will is done and that he is still in 
control. 
 

 Please pray for our nation as controversial legislation regarding 
industrial relations is before the parliament, pray that the right 
outcome may come about for us all, not just certain sections of 
the community. 



7 

 

Give thanks to our God for his continued blessings over our 
nation in spite of natural disasters afflicting much of our 
country. Pray for those directly affected that they may find 
their strength in the Lord 
 
Please pray for our brothers and sisters in Eritrea. There are 
now believed to be more than 300 Christians imprisoned for 
their faith in Eritrea. Many are detained indefinitely, without 
charge and without trial. Some, who have refused to re-
nounce their faith, have been kept behind bars for upwards 
of 15 years. The Eritrean authorities continue to hold 98 
Christians who were arrested during a raid on an under-
ground church in September. According to Voice of the Mar-
tyrs partners, the authorities raided premises where Chris-
tians were gathered for worship. 
 
They seized 150 believers during the raid on the Godaif dis-
trict in the southern part of the capital, Asmara. Shortly after-
wards, the authorities released some women with children, 
but they continue to hold 98 Christians in Mai Serwa prison. 
Eritrean Christians have just marked 20 years of state perse-
cution. The East African dictatorship shut down most of its 
churches in May 2002, outlawing every religion except Sunni 
Islam, Eritrean Orthodox, Roman Catholicism and the Luther-
an Church. Most of the Christian prisoners are believed to be 
Pentecostal or Evangelical. Even registered churches come 
under tight control in this authoritarian nation. Christians 
who continue to worship in banned congregations are re-
garded as enemies of the state. Any believers caught prac-
tising their faith face imprisonment. 
Many of these believers are kept in steel shipping containers, 
exposed to the searing desert heat by day and the bitter 
cold by night. Some have been beaten and tortured to try to 
force them to renounce their faith. The prison authorities ban 
praying aloud, singing, preaching, or reading religious 
books. 
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Giving— Our giving is an act of Worship 
In our church we have two offerings every Sunday. The first goes 
toward the ministry of this congregation. 
The second offering goes toward various Christian causes. This 
week our second offering will go towards helping our Young 
Adults/Youth attend The Remain  Convention in January 2023. 
 If you would like to support this work you can do so  by in Church 
giving—Simply add your offering to the bag or bank transfer  
BSB 063 167 ACC 1015 8356 
If using bank transfer please indicate whether it is for the first offer-
ing “Sun 1” or second offering “Sun 2” in the reference line. Or you 
can give online via our Church app: 
https://wpcrc.org.au/give 

 Prayers continued 
Despite facing such harsh conditions, VOM partners believe 
that many other prisoners have come to faith in Christ be-
cause of the faithful witness of Christians who have been im-
prisoned with them.     
Source: Release International 
 
Please Pray 
Pray that the Lord will provide imprisoned Eritrean believers 
with a means of escape and a place of safe refuge. 
Pray that He will work deeply in the hearts of the country’s 
governing officials so they will grant His people the freedom 
to worship Him openly. 
Pray for the minds, bodies and spirits of those that are impris-
oned in the Eritrean shipping containers. 
 
Next Prayer Meeting will be held on Thursday 8th December  
This will be the last meeting for the year. 
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What’s happening this week at WPCRC 

Sunday 27th November  

Worship Service 10 am (in person and online)  

State Youth Equip event—5pm at our Church 

Thursday1st December 

Wonderful Women of Wonga Bible Study—10 am 

Friday 2nd December 

Super Dash Youth/Parents Group  7.30 pm at Church 

Sunday 4th December 

Worship Service 10am (in person & online) 

Coffee Roster  
Today : Leon & Anjali de Beer 
Sunday 4th December—Nelleke Arnold  & 
Lynette Pretorius 

29th November—Cailynn van der Merwe 

4th December—Ené Crous 

4th December—Gretchen Fourie 
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Please support our Youth 
and Young Adults by joining 
them in the last Equip Night 
for the year—to be held at 
our Church. 

Please scan the QR Code to 
link with the Equip Nights 
Spotify list for this year. 
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From your Deacons 

The Deacons, on behalf of our congregation, have  been able 
to donate 23  x $50.00 vouchers to the residents of Doon Re-
serve Caravan Park, Yarra Junction. The help was much appre-
ciated as  Government flood relief has not been enough in 
some circumstances to cover loss. A big thank you to our 
Church family for their continued generous support for the 
work of the Deacons. 

A Bit of Humour 
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Prison Fellowship Victoria 
 
Prison Fellowship Angel 
Tree,   brings together volunteer 
criminal, victim and donor, family 
and church member, sinner and 
saint all under the one tent. Prison 

fellowship has been running the Angel Tree program for over 
30 years.   This program offers parents in prison a gift to be 
sent to their child, on their behalf at Christmas time. 
 

How can you help? 
 
By donating as you are able to the Angel Tree appeal.  You 
can do this by EFT using the Church’s bank account, BSB: 063 
167 Acc: 1015 8356 or by placing your donation in a sealed 
envelope in the collection bag. In either instance please mark 
your gift ‘Angel Tree’. 
Donations can be made up to and including 4th December 
2022. 
 For the sake of equality across the program Prison Fellowship 
suggest that each child receives a gift of around a $30 val-
ue. In past years gifts have been delivered in person. Last year 
and again this year we will be posting the gifts  wrapping and 
posting the gifts costs an additional $10.00. 
 After which time my volunteers and I will need to buy the pre-
sents and package them ready to be posted by the 10th De-
cember 2022. 
I will also need some volunteers to purchase gifts wrap and 
post gifts. 
Please remember Angel tree in prayer that the families and 
prisoners will know the love of God shown through the gifts 
given, and bring His message of light and hope to each one. 
I can be contacted on 0410079847 or my email ad-
dress, anne.keegel@bigpond.com 
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Clarisa spent much of her child-
hood travelling around Victoria vis-
iting her father, who was in prison. 
There are two things that she re-
members clearly about that time in 
her life: spending quality time with 
her dad and receiving Angel Tree 
gifts.  

My name is Clarisa, and my dad went to jail when I was four 
years old and my brother was just five weeks old. My dad 
was in jail for nine years, and so we grew up going to all the 
different jails to visit him. Getting to the prisons was incredi-
bly difficult sometimes. The drives ended up being longer 
than the time we got to spend with Dad. We would drive for 
an hour and 30 minutes for a half-hour or hour-long visit, 
sometimes only through the window. Dad was moved to dif-
ferent prisons a lot of the time, so we basically travelled all 
throughout Victoria! 

I had to get used to telling people where my dad was and 
why he wasn’t with us because the kids at school would ask 
lots of questions. I remember being bullied at school and 
not understanding why they were teasing us. We never really 
got presents growing up and sometimes the only present we 
would get would be from Dad through the Angel Tree pro-
gram  

When you buy an Angel Tree gift, you’re helping someone, 
and you experience the joy of being a blessing. When these 
kids get an Angel Tree gift, they’re reminded that they are 
not forgotten and that their mum or dad still loves them. 
They need it.   
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Please join us  here at Wonga Park as 
we celebrate the birth of our Saviour. 
It is also a great opportunity to invite 

your friends to Church.  



15 

 



16 

 

Our second offering this week will assist in helping to cover 
some of  the cost to our Young Adults and Youth who are  
attending the CRCA Remain convention in Sydney in early 
January next year (2023).  

Remain convention runs from the 5th —10th January 2023. It 
is an event run by the CRCA for young adult believers. The 
aim of convention is to serve local churches as they teach, 
train, equip and disciple the next generation to love and 
serve Jesus. Anyone aged 16—28 is welcome to attend. 

There has been an unprecedented number of last minute 
registration cancellations for convention, and while the con-
vention is shaping up really well, this may leave  the organis-
ers in a situation where they will need to pay for empty spac-
es. If you would love to go, but haven’t registered because of 
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financial constraints, sponsorships are available. It’s not too 
late to register as convention registrations close on Novem-
ber 30th. Talk to one of our Young Adults today if you are in-
terested and want to know more. 

A message from the Convenor - 
Convention planning has been going very well and the 
CPC is looking forward to a God-glorifying, memorable Con-
vention. It’s been a great encouragement to me personally to 
see many details come together over the last few weeks. 
Our speakers (Rev. Craig Verdouw and Rev. Dr. Mike Raiter) 
have been hard at work planning for the keynote session on 
the theme of Remain, from John 14-17. A range of excellent 
facilitators have been locked in for our Growth Electives. 
The central Village space is shaping up really well, with 
plenty of activities and spaces to hang out, as well as a new 
addition of the Next Steps stall, highlighting how young peo-
ple can grow in their faith- whether through books from our 
nearby bookstall by finding out about internships, by getting 
details on featured ministries, or by chatting to Rev. Dr. Phil-
lip Scheepers, Principal of the RTC- who is joining us for the 
week to engage with young people about theological study. 
And at $115 per night, it comes at a remarkable price point 
compared to other conference-style events. Plus, we still do 
have over 200 registrations, which is a healthy and encourag-
ing number in itself. 
Lord willing, Convention will be a great, spiritually nourishing 
time- but we want to make the best use of our resources and 
ensure that as many young adults as possible can make use 
of it! 
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Growth Groups 

We believe that Growth Groups are the lifeblood of a disciple 
growing church community. We have several growth groups that 
meet during various times throughout the week. Each Growth 
Group is similar in that we meet together to pray for non believers 
and for each other, we study scripture and we support one another. 
We would love each of our members to be a part of a growth 
group. If you would like to join please contact our administrator by 
emailing admin@wpcrc.org.au 

 

Monday night  (online)  Monday night (online) 

Contact :Herman Linde Contact :Leon & Anjali de Beer 

0411 069 808   0474 335 446 

     0460 671 271 

Wednesday night  Wednesday night (online) 

Young Adults   Contact: Chris Pretorius 

Contact: Kasha Schubert 0423 889 913 

0450 012 177 

 

Wednesday night  Thursday mornings 

Contact:  Adri Bennie  Contact: Wendy Harrison 

0425 727 949   0407 801 630 

 

Friday night Parent Group 

Contact : Neil Bester  Contact: Martin van der Merwe 

0425 569 149   0458 908 148 
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Contact 

If you would like further information about anything you have 
heard today please contact 

Pastor Chris Pretorius 0423 889 913     

 or our  

Church Administrator—Michelle 0488 777 517 

Or we have a full list of Contacts on the Bulletin Board in our 
Church Foyer. 

Deacons 

Our Deacons  help to serve our church and the wider commu-
nity both practically and financially. Financial gifts for the Dea-
cons are always appreciated and will go towards supporting 
people     in and outside of our congregation. 

To make an offering to the Deacons account details are as  

follows 

 BSB: 063-167 Acc. 1015 8372  

Joy van Veen   Dale Reed 

0409 199 840   0412 216 300  

Sandra Stork 

0418 592 206 
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Thank you for joining us today 

———————————————————————————–——————————————————–—— 

Connect with us 

Your name : 

Contact number : 

Contact email : 


