
Hello everyone! 

By the time you receive this newsletter and read my article, we will be less than a month away from the 

NW MN SWO Convention. Your board and the convention planning committee have been working 

hard to make this an interesting and thought provoking event. We have joined the adult coloring craze 

and will have a space set up to spend a bit of time with coloring pages courtesy of the Church wide 

Women of the ELCA. You can also spend some time at our hands on area rolling bandages. The Out-

door Camping Ministry and Lutheran Campus Ministry will again be present at our convention. Mel-

berg Book Store from Moorhead will also have a store at the convention. 

I encourage each unit to send a voting member to the convention. We are mandated by our constitution to conduct a business 

meeting. Our 2017 budget will be presented and approved. A vice president, secretary and board members will be elected. 8 

ladies will also be elected as voting members to represent the NW MN SWO at the Triennial Convention next summer in Min-

neapolis. It is important for each unit to have a voice and vote in this process.  I encourage each voting member to take time 

and read the Bulletin of Reports to familiarize themselves with the ladies running for office and as voting members. 

We will again have a “Meet and Greet” time on Friday evening before the banquet to catch up with friends and meet members 

of the board and our Church wide Representative Nancy Giddings.  

Remember to bring along both your personal and unit offering to the convention. Envelopes were included in the convention 

mailing for the offering, convention expense, Triennial offering and also an envelope for the Bible Women of India.  We will 

have a silent auction again with the proceeds being used to support those attending the Triennial Gathering next July in Minne-

apolis. 

The physical offering will be given to and distributed by “Someplace Safe”, an organization that helps, men, women and chil-

dren in abusive situations.  

At this convention, we will start using the 8 conferences rather than 10 clusters. Board members met with many of the current 

conference officers with updated policy and procedures for the conferences. There has been a shake up with units going to 

different conferences. Please be welcoming!  

Looking forward to seeing many of you this fall! 

God’s Peace- 

Sue Ellwanger 

NWMN SWO President 

From the Desk of the President 

Northwestern Minnesota  

Synodical Women’s Organization of the ELCA 

Summer 2016 Volume 1, Issue 1 

SNOW Newsletter 



Page 2 

Volume 1, Issue 1 

Popping Popcorn at Synod Assembly has been a long time tradition 
for the Women of the ELCA.  Each year the Women of the ELCA pop 
popcorn at Synod Assembly during their plenary sessions.  This year 
the Synodical Women’s board chose “The Bible Women of India”  to 
be the recipient of the donations received.  The Bible Women strive to 
make Christ known through forming personal relationships with fami-
lies, first through the women. They visit homes, conduct Bible studies, 
teach Sunday School, and much more.  This has been a group that 
has been near and dear to the hearts of the Women of the ELCA!  
This year the donations amounted to $577.75 .  Our Thanks and grati-
tude for all the donations! 

Synod Assembly — 2016 

Registration opens September 6, 2016 

Mark your calendars for the Tenth Triennial Gath-
ering, July 13-16, 2017, in Minneapolis, Minn. Reg-
istration opens September 6, 2016.  A down-
loadable registration book will be available by mid 
August.  

We are real women talking about our faith. About 
our doubts and challenges. About joy and what in-
spires us. We’ll experience simple conversations 
between friends—old and new—that will develop 
into a movement sweeping the church, inspired 
and infused with the Holy Spirit. 

In Memoriam 
Georjean Johnson, past SWO Treasurer was called home to her Lord 
and Savior on June 20, 2016.  Georjean was from Wadena and services 
were held at Immanuel Lutheran in Wadena.  
Georjean was a stranger to no one. Everyone she met became her friend. 
She loved gardening, knitting, sewing and singing. She was especially active 
in church mission projects; knitting shawls and baby sweaters along with 
making quilts sent throughout the world. She loved singing with the church 
choir and the Grace Singers. 
Georjean was active in the Library Book Club, Bridge Club and was Past 
President and Treasurer of Immanuel Women’s Group, and  the NW MN 
SWO.  
Georjean is survived her husband, Gary, 2 children Kris and Scott, 4 grand-
children and 2 great grandchildren.  Blessed be her memory  
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Solar Project Fueled by Higher Power 
For Mary Jo Mettler, a trip to West Africa turned 

into an unexpected calling to help Phebe Hospital in 

Liberia get solar power. 

 

Founded by the Lutheran church in 1921, in part-

nership with the Methodist and Episcopalian 

churches, Phebe Hospital is 112 miles from Monro-

via and serves approximately 450,000 patients a 

year. 

 

“This is a God thing,” Mettler said. The initiative, 

called “PV for Phebe” (PV stands for 

“photovoltaic,” the process by which light is turned 

into electricity), aims to raise $624,000 to provide 

solar energy to the hospital. Solar energy would 

save Phebe about $35,000 a month on the diesel 

fuel it uses to run five generators. 

 

The project recently won a $100,000 National Geo-

graphic Great Energy Challenge Grant on the condi-

tion it be complete by September 2017. 

“To make that happen, we still have a substantial 

amount of money to raise by December 31, 2016,” 

said Mettler, a former board member on the North-

eastern Minnesota Synodical Women’s Organiza-

tion and current Women of the ELCA participant at 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in Pine City, Minn. 

 

Working in partnership with Minnesota-based non-

profit RREAL, a non-profit that specializes in provid-

ing solar power to people of all income levels, the 

Northeastern Minnesota Synodical Women’s Organi-

zation-backed PV for Phebe project is hoping to 

bring in about $380,000 over the $145,364 already 

raised, she said 

 

At Women of the ELCA’s Ninth Triennial Conven-

tion in 2014, voting members supported Northeastern 

Minnesota Synodical Women’s Organization efforts to 

work with RREAL project and the National Lutheran 

Church Women Fellowship of Liberia to develop a 

proposal for providing solar power to the Phebe hos-

pital in Liberia. The PV for Phebe initiative is part of 

RREAL’s Skip the Grid division, which restores 

electrical service without having to reconstruct an 

expensive electrical grid, which was destroyed during 

Liberia’s 15-year civil war. 

 

At the Tenth Triennial Convention and Gathering in 

Minneapolis in 2017, a portion of the worship offer-

ings will go to PV for Phebe. 

Online donations for 

the project can be at 

Skip the Grid. Other 

donations should be 

sent to NE MN Synod 

of ELCA, 1105 E Su-

perior St., Duluth, MN 

55802. Donors should 

put Phebe on the 

memo line. 

Photo provided by RREAL 

http://www.skipthegrid.org/


 

 

 

 

Fall Gathering will be Messiah of Roseau, with Mt. 

Carmel of Roosevelt and Bethel of Williams hosting 

the Spring 2017 Gathering. 

Our speaker was Cindy Urbaniak of Hallock on the 

importance of prayer in her life through difficult times 

and then entertainment was provided by the lively 

‘Parish Hall Women’ group with lots of laughs. 

Offering and closing with the Lord’s Prayer and table 

grace were followed by an abundant delicious lunch 

provided by the Sion Lutheran women along with door 

prizes and gifts of prayer boxes. 

Karen Hanson, Custer 1/ Roseau Conference recorder  

Cluster 1 Spring Gathering 

Cluster 2 Spring Gathering 
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The Cluster 1/Roseau Conference spring gathering was held at 

Sion Lutheran Church in Lancaster on April 16 with the theme 

“Pray without Ceasing”. 

We were welcomed by Barb Peterson of Sion.  Peggy Wilebeski 

then provided devotions and Pastor Melodi explained the ‘Prayer 

Stations’ with bookmarks as reminders. 

‘Sweet Hour of Prayer’ was sung prior to SWO Representative 

Marilyn Grandstand installing the cluster co-chairpersons and 

updating us on the changes to the Cluster/Conference divisions 

effective February 1, 2016; as well as upcoming events; deadline 

dates for various applications; LWR spring pickup locations, 

dates, & times; and reminding us that Synod bylaws require bi-

annual gatherings of all Clusters/Conferences. The business 

meeting was conducted by the newly installed co-chairpersons 

Harriet Heinen and Gloria Skrutvold, with reports read by re-

corder Karen and Sharon Smith financial recorder and names 

given for possible nominating committee members. Hosts for the 

Harriet Heinen co-chair; Sharon Smith, Financial 

recorder; Karen Hanson, Recorder; & Gloria 

Skrutvold co-chair 

"Parish Hall Women" 

Cluster Two held their Spring Gathering, Saturday, April 16, 

2015  at Nazareth Lutheran Church, Holt, Minnesota .  The 

theme for the day was “You have Value” based on 1 Corinthi-

ans 6:20.  Bethlehem Lutheran ladies served morning coffee 

and treats. 

We opened the program with a hymn. 

Cluster Two Coordinator, Judy Scramstad, welcomed the 

group, followed by a welcome from Eleanor Larson Co-

President.  Pastor Cathie Rhodes led us in devotions.  Our 

guest speaker was unable to attend due to illness.  Our SWO 

Board Representative, Roxanne Goulet, then spoke on her 

recent trip to India.  She also has serveral ladies model the 

garments that she has purchased there.     

Special music was provided by Jayleen Larson with Con-

nie Hesse, accompanist. 

Colleen Kiesow, RN presented a topic on women's health. 

Greetings and information from the SWO Board were 

extended by Roxanne Goulet, SWO Board Representa-

tive. Offering Meditation by Virginia Anderson, Cluster 

Financial Reporter and roll call by Marjorie Iverson, Clus-

ter Recorder with 70 attending.  

After closing comments, the Lord’s Prayer was said, table 

grace was sung, and Nazareth Lutheran Women served a 

delicious noon lunch.   



F.R.O.G.  - Fully Rely on God  was the theme of the Spring 
Gathering hosted by Bethany Lutheran Church in Red Lake 
Falls.  The theme verse was “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart 
and lean not unto thine own understanding”, Proverbs 3:5.   
The day started with registration and coffee.  An organ prelude 
was followed by greetings from Host Committee Chair Peggy 
Nord and Cluster Coordinator Jeannine Windels. 
We sang the theme hymn “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”.  Pastor 
Gary Graff of Bethany offered devotions and DeeAnn Leines led 
the hymn sing.  Roll call by Cluster Recorder Sandy Knudsvig 
counted 57 women in attendance, representing 14 Cluster #3 
churches, plus 5 guests.  Financial Reporter Kay Carlsen re-
viewed the financial report from the Fall 2015 Gathering, which 
reflected a balance of $636.51. 
SWO Board Representative Merrily Burmeister explained the 
Synod reorganization resulting in 8 conferences instead of 10 
clusters.  We will now be Conference #3, Crookston Conference.  
Merrily introduced Sue Ellwanger, President of the NW MN Syn-
odical Women’s Organization.   Sue offered additional infor-
mation on the new structure and promoted the SWO Annual 
Convention September 16 & 17 at Calvary Lutheran Church in 
Perham, MN. 
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Cluster 3 Spring Gathering 

Special music was provided by Jocey Hams of Bethany, who 
sang “You Raise Me Up”.  Beverly Slavin of Maple Lake Lutheran 
gave a presentation on the June Retreat at Fair Hills Resort in 
Detroit Lakes.  Senora Pederson of the Book & Bible Shoppe 
offered “snippets” of the merchandise in her bookstore display.  
The offering mediation was presented by Kay Carlsen of Kingo 
Lutheran in Fosston. 
Tim Denney, Training Director at Northwestern Mental Health 
Center in Crookston provided spiritual nourishment with an inspi-
rational message about living the theme “Fully Rely on God”.   
The Bethany ladies served a delicious luncheon.  The physical 
offering was pillowcases, ribbon and rickrack which the Bethany 
women would sew into dresses for little girls in Africa.   
The Conference #3 Fall Gathering will be hosted by Trinity Lu-
theran of Beltrami; date to be determined. 
 
.Sandy Knudsvig, 
Cluster Recorder 

Cluster 4 Spring Gathering 

The Cluster 4 Spring Gathering was held on Saturday, April 

9, 2016 at The First Lutheran Church in Bemidji.  While we 

were enjoying our morning coffee and fresh rolls we heard 

from Reed Olson who gave us an update about the Name-

less  Coalition for the Homeless.  They have a building that 

they opened this winter—hours are from 8 PM to 8 

AM.  They are closed from May to October.  We also heard 

about the programs at the Lutheran Campus Center at Be-

midji State and that they are in need of financial sup-

port.   Marilyn Burmeister, WELCA President of First Lu-

theran Church welcomed everyone and greetings from Betty 

Wignes, Cluster 4 Coordinator.  We all read the  WELCA 

Purpose and Mission Statement.  Devotions were led by 

Pastor Linnea on Mathew 25:40.  Keynote speakers were 

Jenn Anderson and Jen Kovach, who work with Hands of 

Action International.  Fight Poverty, Give Hope, Change 

Lives.  They are building schools in Uganda where they had 

550 kids attend and are working on building a school fo r 

the 5th grade.  They serve 1 meal a day.  Many were malnu-

trition children.  The girls  have a shop called  “The Least of 

These” selling Fair Trade items and also locally crafted 

Products.  There are 24 that are going on a mission trip to 

Uganda in August.  It is wonderful what a couple ladies are 

doing for these children and how many people from this 

area that are helping them.  We enjoyed several music selec-

tions by Jon Romer playing his Native American 

flute.  Claire Carlson and Sarah also shared their talent with 

us.  Business meeting was called to order. We had a MN 

SWO Board report by Vicki Heydt. The convention will be 

held at the Calvary Lutheran Church in Perham, MN on Sep-

tember 16 and 17, 2016.  We enjoyed a very delicious lunch 

served by the First Lutheran Church.  Thanks so much for 

hosting the meeting.     

Ardella Lindberg   Cluster 4 Recorder.  

Jen Kovach and Jenn Anderson 
"Fight Poverty, Give Hope, Change 



Cluster 5 women gathered on a beautiful spring morning, 

April 30, 2016, at Immanuel Lutheran Church, Hendrum, 

MN.  A delicious brunch was prepared by the women and 

served by the confirmation students.  The theme of the gath-

ering was, “We are Called.” 

Bonnie Scholl, from Immanuel welcomed everyone to the 

gathering.  The opening hymn was “Have No Fear Little 

Flock.”  Pastor Lori Pankratz gave devotions and a homily 

based on the theme verse, Matthew 28:19.  She emphasized 

the need to  give care and receive care.  She asked us to re-

member that we may be the only gospel that some people 

get, by bringing Christ to them through our words and deeds.   

The hymn, “We are Called,” was sung and special music was 

provided by Faye DeLong and Clarinda Schnabel. 

The keynote speaker was Kelsey Shepley, daughter of Pastor 

Pankratz.  Kelsey talked about her mission trip to Ethiopia in 

November 2015, traveling with Calvary Lutheran, from 

Grand Forks.   She provided information on the culture, cus-

toms, mission work of the group, and work done by the 

group.  One of the highlights was visiting the orphanages, 

sharing music with the children, building greenhouses, and 

giving out food bundles.  Kelsey was touched by the chil-

dren, saying, “children are the same everywhere, but these 

children have nothing and are so happy.”  She talked 

about going on next year’s trip.  Her message inspired us 

to be thankful for our blessings and also think about what 

we can do for others in the world. 

The business meeting was let by Cluster 5 Recorder Joy 

Bang for Cluster 5 Coordinator Elaine Scheer, with the 

fall minutes being read.  The treasurer’s report was given 

by Renae Hoekstra, Cluster 5 Treasurer.  Carolyn Nelson, 

SWO Board member brought greetings and shared perti-

nent information .  She emphasized that the  SWO is 

changing from 10 clusters to 8 conferences.  Also provid-

ed information on the fall SWO Convention in Perham.    

The gathering closed with singing, “They’ll Know We 

Are Christians By Our Love.” 

Joy Bang 

Cluster 5 Recorder  

Cluster 5 Spring Gathering 
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Cluster 6 Spring Gathering 

Cluster 7 Spring Gathering 

Special music was provided by the Tri-Choir, the women from 

St Peters, First Lutheran of Audubon & Augustana who sang 

“We are so Blessed” and also Missy Larson who sang “On Ea-

gles Wings”. 

Margaret Kragerud, board member of SWO, shared the news of 

the changes in our clusters.  We will now be a part of the De-

troit Lakes Conference 6 which will include 6 new churches.  

The northern churches of Mahnomen and Waubun will be in a 

different conference.  A meeting of the SWO board in June will 

provide more information on the location of the Fall Gathering.  

Margaret also mentioned the WELCA Bible Retreat on June 6th 

at the D.L. Holiday Inn and the 2016 SWO convention in Per-

ham on September 16-17. 

Following the Lord’s Prayer and the Table Grace, a delicious 

lunch was served by the women of St. Peters. 

Respectfully submitted by:  Rachel Johnson, Recorder 

Theme:   Roots 

Hosted By:   St. Peters Lutheran Church and First Lutheran 

Church, Audubon 

Members present:   74 

After rolls and coffee, served by the women of First Lutheran of 

Audubon during the registration, Carolyn Eilertson from St. 

Peters welcomed the gathering.  Louanne Gerdes, Coordinator of 

Cluster 7 gave devotions which tied in with the theme of the 

gathering.  Rev. Dr. Ruth Hetland, pastor of St. Peters, showed 

videos and talked of her experience in Norway as a participant of 

Norway’s reality TV show, “Alt for Norge”.  She was one of 12 

people selected out of thousands of applicants to appear on the 

show which featured different challenges that the groups of three 

had to complete.  The grand prize given to the winner was a 

monetary gift and also a meeting with their Norwegian relatives.  

Pastor Ruth was in Norway for 4 weeks before she was eliminat-

ed from the competition.   
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Cluster 6 Spring Gathering was held at Glyndon Lutheran Church, 

Glyndon on April 28, 2016.  The Theme was “Behold, I am making 

all things new: Revelation 21:5.   Dr. Jean Hellner gave us the history 

of the Organ at Glyndon and played 2 pieces, one with her daughter, 

Vanessa Hellner-Born, playing the violin and the other a solo to give 

us an idea of what the organ can do. 

Our speaker was Rob Swiers, Executive Director of the New Life 

Center, Fargo, ND.  The New Life Center is a community of caring 

people who have been meeting the needs and transforming lives 

through the love of Christ since 1907.  They provide emergency shel-

ter, transitional housing, and meals.  They also have a thrift store 

providing clothing and other household essentials free of charge to 

those in need.  They have an on-site nursing staff providing assess-

ment, consultation and referrals.  Their Accountability Based pro-

grams meet their guests where they are at and goes beyond basic 

needs through individualized case management and classroom in-

struction.  They have morning devotions, Bible study, and disciple-

ship/mentoring opportunities available to those who stay with them.  

He also talked about the expansion project they are working on that 

would house more men without having to have mattresses on the 

floor.  Rob thanked us for our support, both financially and also with 

our donations to their thrift store. 

Rob Swiers, Executive 

Director, New Life Center 



Cluster 8 held their Spring Gathering on April 4th, 2016 at First Lu-

theran Church in Battle Lake. There were 144 women attending rep-

resenting 21 congregations and 5 guests. 

The evening gathering was opened with a welcome by Winnie Col-

lins, WELCA President of First Lutheran. Table Grace was led by 

Alice Hofstad, with dinner following. 

Kathy Jacobson, Cluster 8 Coordinator called the meeting to order 

and led the reading of the Purpose Statement. 

Sue Ellwanger installed Else Andersen as the Financial Recorder for 

Cluster 8. Else was unable to attend the Fall Gathering. 

Roll was taken by Esther Youngberg. The minutes and financial re-

port for the 2016 Spring Gathering were presented. A motion to ap-

prove the corrected minutes was made, seconded and passed. The 

Financial Report was approved and placed on file. 

David Holtz, Luther Crest Bible Camp representative, spoke on: Sum-

mer Activities at the camp; Prepare the Way-the building project at 

the camp; and Quilt Extravaganza- there will be no quilt auction, the 

quilts will all be priced. 

Sue Ellwanger, NW MN Synod President, brought greetings 

from the board. She spoke on the changes made from Clusters 

to Conferences, the SWO Convention to be held Sept. 16th and 

17th at Calvary Lutheran in Perham, and her trip to India. 

Special Music was provided by the Battle Lake High School 

Choir, which was directed by Cindy Peterson.  

Our Guest Speakers were Nita and Steve Schultz. The program 

was “Piecing Together the Generations”. They presented quilts 

that their grandmothers, mothers and Nita had made, telling a 

little history on each quilt. Nita is a very talented and creative 

quilter. All in attendance were awed by her beautiful work. 

Pastor Jake Dryhaug led the Devotions for the evening, accom-

panied the singing of songs, and entertained the group with his 

wonderful talents. 

Representing the SWO Board were Sue Ellwanger, Carolyn 

Nelson and Carol Gealow. 

Esther Youngberg, Cluster 8 Recorder 

Cluster 8 Spring Gathering 
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Our Purpose Statement 

As a community of women created in the image of God, 

called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by 

the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in faith, 

affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, en-

gage in ministry and action, and promote healing and 

wholeness in the church, the society, and the world 
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The 2016 Cluster 9 Spring Gathering was held Tuesday, April 19 

at Faith Lutheran Church, Staples with the theme “Peace for 

Your Soul“.  Sue Storbakken was in charge of gathering music, 

followed by welcomes from Cluster 9 Coordinator Nancy 

Kjeldahl and Mary Sperley of Faith Lutheran, Staples.  Bob 

Mueller, Thrivent Representative, gave a video presentation and 

talked about Thrivent Action Teams and the fun and exciting 

ways that groups can use Thrivent money to make a difference in 

their communities. Pastor Stephen Sveom lead devotions based 

on Numbers 6:22-27, the blessing used during Moses’ time.  The 

words “bless, keep, face, shine, gracious, lift up his countenance, 

peace” were studied for their importance in this passage.  A com-

munion service followed.  The business meeting was opened by 

Coordinator Nancy Kjeldahl, with the reading of the  Purpose 

and Mission Statement.  Roll call was taken, with 110 women in 

attendance represented by 13 congregations.  There was no Old 

Business.  During New Business, a number of women reported 

on projects and events going on in their churches.  SWO repre-

sentative, Carol Gealow, talked to the gathering about how the 

Clusters will become Conferences beginning this fall.  Cluster 9 

will be split between Conferences 6, 7, and 8.  The 2016 SWO 

Fall gathering will be Friday and Saturday, September 16 and 17 

at Calvary Lutheran Church, Perham.  The theme will be “She is” 

from Proverbs 31:25.  Carol also reminded the women to get in 

their nomination forms for the Mary Magdalene award.  The 

deadline is May 15th.  NW MN SWO President, Sue Ellwanger 

greeted the gathering and gave a farewell to Cluster 9.  She also 

mentioned her trip to India in January and said she would be will-

ing to speak at any gatherings regarding her experience.  Guest 

Speaker was Candace Simar, author from Pequot Lakes.  She 

talked about challenges, frustration, and rejections as she tried to 

get her books published and her need to write about the historical 

significance of the Sioux Uprising in 1862.  Because this event 

took place during the Civil War, it got very little notice.  Her need 

to write a novel based on historical facts of the Sioux Uprising 

came about due to the lack of knowledge surrounding it.  Writing 

is therapeutic for Candace, and she continues to pursue her pas-

sion as people are asking for more books based in the frontier 

days.   

Respectfully submitted by ,LuAnn Holt, Cluster 9 Recorder 

Cluster 9 Spring Gathering 
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Cluster 10 Spring Gathering 

Cluster 10 of the Northwestern Minnesota Synodical Women’s Organi-

zation met on Saturday, April 16, 2016, at Osakis Lutheran Church in 

Osakis, Minnesota.  We were warmly welcomed by the Osakis women 

with good food and friendship.  The business meeting included some 

discussion of the change in our synod from ten clusters to eight confer-

ences.  We will be adding churches in these cities from other clusters:  

Parkers Prairie, Miltona, Eagle Bend, Clarissa, Browerville, and Long 

Prairie.  Our Fall Gathering will be held on Saturday, October 8, 2016, 

at First Lutheran Church in Alexandria. 

Our speaker was Gaye Lindfors from St. Paul, Minnesota, author of the 

book “GOD, GIRLFRIENDS, & CHOCOLATE:  Encouraging Stories 

From the Heart”.  She shared stories relating to God as our Hope, Girl-

friends who bring us Encouragement, and Chocolate as a little Blessing 

in our lives.   

Submitted by Karen Erickson 

Richard Paul Evans - International Best Selling Author 

Author of “The Christmas Box” -  #1 Television Movie of the Year 
 

  

 
Saturday Sept. 24, 2016  

2:00pm  

Kennedy Secondary School 

Auditorium  

601 Randolph Ave.  

Fergus Falls, MN. 
 

3:00 PM Book Signing to 

follow  
 

Tickets $15 thru Sept. 1st OR … 

$20 Sept. 2nd thru 24th  

  

Questions call: 218-731-6003  

 
  
Fergus Falls Angel of Hope 

Sponsored by:   
Bethlehem Lutheran, Fergus Falls  
Bell State Bank Pay it Forward  
Program, along with many others 



Color, pray, explore ‘All Anew’ 
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This series of five devotions is designed to help you 

prepare for the Tenth Triennial Gathering, deepening 

your understanding of the All Anew theme and ac-

companying verses. Enjoy the meditative practice of 

coloring as part of the devotions 

 

ELCA pastor Melissa Bills, associate pastor at First 

Lutheran Church, Decorah, Iowa, wrote the five devo-

tionals that accompany the theme verses. 

 

Whether used in a congregational setting, at a synodi-

cal event or in the quiet of one’s home, these five de-

votions are important groundwork for women coming 

to the Tenth Triennial Gathering. 

 

The theme verse in each devotion is based on The 

Message, a contemporary biblical paraphrase written 

by Eugene H. Peterson 

 

FIVE WAYS TO BUILD INTERGENERATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS 

Build new multigenerational relationships Here are some ideas to celebrate the multigenerational relationships we already 

have and build new ones as we do Christ’s work together. 

1. Identify entry points. All events are opportunities for participation. Think about the advocacy projects that your group is 

already doing. For example, do you have a quilting group that sends quilts to Lutheran World Relief? If your quilting group 

meets at times that conflict with women’s schedules, work hours, nap times for small children, etc., why not reschedule to 

get the most participation? 

2. Increase your visibility. Have you thought about taking your meetings out of the church building? For example, what if 

you held your Bible study circle at a local café? 

3. Accessibility is inclusion. Is the location of your event easy to get to—even if people do not own a car? Are there 

events that could take place in a retirement home or in other locations? Many church buildings do not offer entrances for 

individuals with mobility issues, so consider this when planning an accessible location. 

4. Look for partnerships. Are there other ministry partners in your community and synod you could connect with? For ex-

ample, is there a local campus ministry group that addresses bullying or human trafficking? When coordinating with other 

groups, find a time when you could have the highest participation. Ask different generations what times would best for them. 

5. Be realistic about the level of participation. Don’t expect newcomers to participate immediately at the same level you 

do. We cannot know the demands on another’s time. The object of intergenerational events is to build relationships 
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