
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT - QUESTIONS 

(Advent Bible Study with Bishop Terry Dance) 

 
Isaiah 2:1-5 

• What phrase or image in this passage captures your 
attention or imagination? Why?  

(Talk about this question in small groups for 7-10 minutes) 

 

Isaiah 1:21-25 in relation to Isaiah 2:1-5 

• With this information in mind what new insights arise with 
respect to our passage (Isaiah 2:1-5)? What is going on 
here? 

 

• Isaiah's vision for Zion and the peace which would proceed 
out into the world from Yahweh's instruction (the torah) is 
completely countercultural to the reality politics, people and 
nations ... then and now. So what do we do with this vision 
from Isaiah today? How might it speak to us as we begin our 
journey through Advent? 

 

• What are the deep longings of our time? How does Isaiah 
speak to them?  

(Take 15 - 20 minutes to discuss in groups) 

 

• Isaiah 2:5: What might this verse be calling us to do and to 
be? 'O London Anglicans, come, let us walk in the light of the 
Lord." 

(Take 5-10 minutes to discuss) 



Matthew 24:36-44 

• What phrase or image captures your attention or stirs your 
imagination in this passage from Matthew's Gospel? 

(Take 7-10 minutes to discuss) 

 

Mt. 24:15-22 and Matthew 25:31-46  
in relation to Matthew 24:36-44 

• Jesus spoke these words to a people living in turbulent 
times. While our context is clearly different, it is true that our 
world is turbulent and as people of faith we too are living 
between times. How might these words from Matthew speak 
to us tonight and in the days ahead? 

 

• By the time Advent arrives, our culture has already moved at 
lightning speed toward the 'Big Event'. Santa Claus has 
arrived at malls everywhere. Christmas Carols fill the 
airwaves and the frenetic activity of the season is all around 
us. Even in our churches, most of our worshippers are closer 
to December 25 in their hearts and minds than they are to 
Advent 1. How do we proclaim a prophetic word about the 
Kingdom of God when our liturgical seasons are being 
secularized? 

(Take 15-20 minutes to discuss) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Final Thoughts 
Considering the pain, confusion, violence and despair that every 
generation seems to bear, and taking into consideration the 
length of time passed since the days of Isaiah and later, Jesus ... 

• How do we as people of faith wait in hope? How do we hold 
on to the biblical call for hopeful patience and patient hope 
when at times it feels like wishful thinking? 

 

• What might the spirit be whispering to us this night? What is 
the message for our head and our heart? 

 


