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elcome to Cloverdale United Church!  As we say at nearly every 
worship service, “No matter who you are, or where you are on 
life’s journey God welcomes you… and so do we.”  We take these 

words seriously.  We strive to be a community as diverse and hospitable as 
God’s kingdom. We don’t all look or act alike; God knows we don’t all think 
alike. We don’t all read the Bible the same way. We come from different 
religious backgrounds, we bring different questions, and we carry different 
burdens. But every Sunday, we gather and worship God together as one. 
 We know that gathering in the midst of the death of a loved one can be 
among the most challenging of moments any of us face in the journey of life.  
We hope that in our words and actions together as we worship this day, not 
only will your mind and heart feel free to express the sorrow, grief, and 
other emotions they carry, but that your spirit will be lifted up in gratitude 
and even joy as we celebrate the life of a beloved child of God.  Moreover, 
we hope that by what we do together today, you will hear and experience 
something of the gracious embrace of God and the good news of our 
ultimate hope in God’s victory over death and promise of new life.  After all, 
as the Christian church it is our purpose and privilege in these moments to 
witness to the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, to celebrate and give thanks for the gift of 
life and for the gift of life eternal, and to comfort all who mourn with the 
assurance that nothing in all creation, not even death itself, can ever 
separate us from the love of God. 

 
 
 

 Washrooms can be found just outside the sanctuary through the door  
 at the front right of the space (the northeast corner of the room). 
 

 Thank you for silencing cell phones and other devices, and for refraining  
 from flash photography. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many thanks to today’s … 
 service host:  Sharon McBain 
 digital usher:  Jamie Brown, Doug Sowerby 
 reception hosts:  CUC volunteers, coordinated by Lorrie Brown 

W 
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As you are able, whether in body or in spirit, please rise for parts marked with an asterisk ‘*’ 

 
GATHERING 

 
Prelude     Dianne Nichols, accompanist 
 
Opening Sentences and Words of Welcome The Rev. Matthew Emery 
 
Call to Worship — Psalm 23 
 One: The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.  
 Many: The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures  

and leads me beside still waters;  
 One: You restore my soul and lead me in right paths for your name’s sake.  
 Many: Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil;  
   for you are with me; your rod and your staff—they comfort me.  
 One: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;  
   you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.  
 Many: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,  
   and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
 
* Hymn — “How Great Thou Art”  Voices United #238 – vv. 1, 2, 4 
 
* Prayer of the Day 
 Many: O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our 

sister Evelyn.  We thank you for giving her to us to know and to 
love as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth.  In your 
boundless compassion, comfort us who mourn.  Illumine our 
lives, so that we may see in death the gate to eternal life, that we 
may continue our course on earth in confidence until, by your 
call, we are reunited with those who have gone before us; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
WORD 

 
Words of Remembrance  Averyl, Fraser, & Alexa Shindruk 
       Perry Shindruk 
 
A Remembrance in Picture and Video 
 
Scripture Readings 
 Ecclesiastes 3:1-15  pew bibles OT p. 616 
 2nd Corinthians 4:16 – 5:2, 4-5  pew bibles NT p. 181 
 Matthew 11:28-30  pew bibles NT p. 12 
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Words of Witness:  The Sermon  The Rev. Matthew Emery 
 
* Hymn — “On a Hill Far Away (The Old Rugged Cross)” THE OLD RUGGED CROSS 
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Words and music by George Bennard, 1913; public domain. 
Reproduced from The New Century Hymnal, ©1995 The Pilgrim Press. 

Permission is granted for this one-time use. 
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Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession, ending in The Lord’s Prayer 
 Many: Our Father, who art in heaven: hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
SENDING 

 
* Commendation 
 One: Into your hands, O merciful Saviour,  

we commend your servant Evelyn.   
Acknowledge, we humbly pray, a sheep of your own fold,  
a lamb of your own flock,  
a child of your own redeeming.   

 Many: Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with all your saints,  
where there is neither pain nor sorrow nor sighing,  
but life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 One: All of us go down to the dust, 
 Many: yet even at the grave we make our song:   

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
* Hymn — “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” Voices United #266 
 
* Benediction 
 One: … Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
 Many: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
* Postlude   
 

 

 
 

All are invited to join in a reception following the service in the Hall. 
 

In lieu of a time of sharing during the service, 
the family joyfully invites your sharing in stories and remembrances  

at the reception. 
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Evelyn Shindruk 
Born: 31 July 1941 

Born to Life Eternal: 19 October 2022 
 

Evelyn (née Szwaluk) Shindruk, age 81, passed away peacefully at 
Langley Memorial Hospital on October 19, 2022, with her family by her 
side. 

Evelyn was born on July 31, 1941 in Shoal Lake, Manitoba. She was 
the eighth of John and Rose Szwaluk’s twelve children. She and her 
siblings grew up on the family farm west of Shoal Lake, where she 
learned to garden, can, keep bees and acquired her much-appreciated 
culinary skills. 

Evelyn attended school in the Shoal Lake area, followed by teacher 
training in Winnipeg in 1959-1960.  After teacher training she taught at 
a series of small country schools in Western Manitoba.  At her first 
school, when she was just 20 years old, she was responsible for teaching 
35 students in grades 1 through 8. 

On July 1, 1961, Evelyn married Sadley Shindruk of Sandy Lake.  
They welcomed two sons, Perry and Barry.  

During the 1960’s and 70’s, Evelyn and Sadley lived on their farm 
on the shores of Sandy Lake.  During this time Evelyn taught full-time at 
the Sandy Lake school, grew and canned the produce of her huge 
vegetable garden, and raised their two busy sons.  Over the years they 
also welcomed many visitors to their farm on the lake, hosting 
numerous church, 4-H, and sports groups, school picnics, and family 
reunions.  Evelyn always welcomed visitors with a smile and massive 
amounts of delicious food. She often shared funny memories of this very 
busy time, including of her least-favourite task—killing and processing 
over 100 chickens every fall.  

During this time Evelyn also attended night classes at Brandon 
University and took correspondence courses from the University of 
Manitoba.  She earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in 1978 and a 
Bachelor of Education degree in 1980. 

In 1979 the family moved to British Columbia, living first in 
Abbotsford and Clearbrook for several years, followed by thirty years in 
Cloverdale. Evelyn got to know her new area by substitute teaching all 
over the district, checking her map each morning she was assigned to a 
new school.  She eventually earned a permanent position with the 
Langley School District, and retired in 1999 after 39 years in the 
classroom. She kept in contact with many former co-workers and 
students, all of whom fondly remember her as an excellent, kind and 
creative teacher and friend. 

Evelyn was also involved in the Fraser Valley Ukrainian Cultural 
Society, teaching young children to read and write Ukrainian and the art 
of Ukrainian dance.  She remained a vital contributing member of the 
Society right up until her stroke four years ago.  She made many 
thousands of perogies for fundraisers and was instrumental in planning 
the group’s Malanka (New Year) celebration every year. 
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Evelyn was a loving and helpful mother and grandmother.  Her 
biggest joy was spending time with her family, and she spent many 
enjoyable hours travelling to cheer on her grandchildren in their many 
sports and activities.  No matter the day or time, she always had a 
welcoming smile, a hug and a feast ready for whoever showed up.  A 
roaster full of perogies or cabbage rolls, or a jar of borscht, accompanied 
her wherever she went, ready to be heated and enjoyed. 

She was also a musician, and had a natural ear for music.  When she 
was young, her older brother Tony bought an accordion for her and she 
immediately taught herself to play it without a single lesson.  After 
retirement, Evelyn and Sadley taught themselves to play the dulcimer 
and formed the Westcoast Dulcimer Duo, performing in festivals and 
seniors homes during their motorhome travels across Canada and into 
the US, and winning several awards for their music. 

Evelyn and Sadley also enjoyed travelling the world. They visited 
Europe, Asia and Australia, and explored North America in their 
motorhome. For several years they enjoyed travelling and making new 
friends while attending the Canadian and World Curling 
Championships. A highlight for both of them was a family trip to 
Ukraine in 2013, where they met distant relatives and saw the villages 
their grandparents had left in the early 1900’s.  Wherever she went, 
Evelyn made true and lifelong friends. 

Evelyn is survived by her son Perry (Linda) and their children 
Averyl, Fraser and Alexa; and son Barry (Darby) and their children 
Mason and Carter. She is also survived by many siblings, nieces, 
nephews and friends.  She was preceded in death by Sadley, her loving 
husband of 60 years, in February 2022. 

Evelyn’s positive outlook, determination and care and concern for 
others were constants throughout her life.  She overcame a dire 
prognosis after a debilitating stroke in 2018, and re-taught herself to 
play the piano and knit.  Her family and friends have been blessed to 
receive many of the scarves she lovingly made for them over the past 
few years. Despite the frustrations she faced as a result of her stroke, she 
always welcomed visitors with a smile and, as was her way, with 
something to eat.  She will be dearly missed by her family and many 
friends. 
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Goodbye 
My Family 

 
Goodbye my family, 

My life is past. 
I loved you all to the very last. 

Weep not for me, 
But courage take, 

Love each other, for my sake. 
For those you love 

Don’t go away. 
They walk beside you 

Every day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(This anonymous poem was included in today’s service bulletin at Evelyn’s request.)
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To Those I Love And Those Who Loved Me 
 
When I am gone, release me, let me go … 
I have so many things to see and do, 
You mustn’t tie yourself to me with tears; 
Be happy that we had these precious years. 
I gave you my love, you can only guess 
How much you gave me in happiness. 
I thank you for the love you have shown, 
But now it’s time I travelled on alone. 
 
So grieve a while for me if grieve you must; 
Then let your grief be comforted by trust. 
It’s only for a while that we must part, 
So bless the memories within your heart. 
 
I won’t be far away, for life goes on; 
So if you need me, call and I will come, 
Though you can’t see me or touch me, I’ll be near 
And if you listen with your heart, you’ll hear, 
All of my love around you soft and clear. 
 
And then, when you must come this way alone, 
I’ll greet you with a smile and say, ‘welcome home’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(This anonymous poem was included in today’s service bulletin at Evelyn’s request.) 
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We are a welcoming, historic, and progressive Christian community, reaching out from 
the historic heart of Surrey at Cloverdale since 1875.  We seek to thrive in faith through 
relationship with God, one another, and the community.... to serve others as Jesus would. 
 

CLOVERDALE UNITED CHURCH 
17575 58A Ave., Surrey, BC V3S 1N1 | 604.574.5813 | cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 

 

 Ministers All of the Congregation 
 

 Lead Minister Rev. Matthew Emery – matt@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca  
 Children & Youth Leader Robyn Garland – robyn@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 
 Director of Music Ministries Dr. Emma Rui-Xuan Shi – emma@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 
 Intercultural Ministry Coordinator Chohee Won – chohee@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 
 Office Administrator (vacant) – office@cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca 
  

 Church Council Chair Doug Sowerby – doug@dsowerby.com 
 


